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Sadio Mane the main man as Liverpool 
close on Champions League knockouts

LONDON: Sadio Mane has, in the words of Liverpool
teammate Andy Robertson, “taken his game to another
level”, stepping out of Mohamed Salah’s shadow to
become arguably the main man at Anfield.

The Senegal international shares star billing with
Salah and Roberto Firmino as part of the European
champions’ electrifying and fluid front three. But this
year Mane is leading Liverpool’s charge — his goal at
Selhurst Park at the weekend was his 12th of the cam-
paign and his 29th for the club in the calendar year.

Mane frightens defences with his pace, direct running
and skill and his goal return has eased the burden on the
shoulders of Salah. Liverpool defender Robertson
praised Mane after his goal in the 2-1 victory against
Crystal Palace, which kept Liverpool eight points clear of
second-placed Leicester in the Premier League. Today
he will train his sights on Napoli in the Champions
League, with a win guaranteeing Liverpool top spot in
the group. “He has been fantastic,” said Robertson.
“Even when I came he was amazing but maybe did not
have as much composure as he does now in front of goal.

“Now, every time he’s in front of goal you don’t think
he’ll miss. The one he had at the start of the second half
(of the Palace game), we were surprised he didn’t score
and that is the type of player he is. You expect him to
score and that is a good thing and he’s popped up with
another crucial goal.” “The others are pitching in as well
but it’s been a fantastic year for him and he’s taken his
game to another level,” Robertson added.

Mane joined Liverpool in 2016, a year before Salah,
but the Egyptian quickly became the alpha male at
Anfield, scoring 44 goals in all competitions in a remark-
able debut season in 2017/18.

Last season the two players shared the Premier
League Golden Boot with Arsenal’s Pierre-Emerick
Aubameyang, with the three forwards all scoring 22
goals. And Salah has pipped his teammate to the African
player of the year award over the past two seasons.
Both have been shortlisted again for this year’s prize and
Mane, who reached the final of the Africa Cup of
Nations with Senegal this year, is seen as an outsider to
win the Ballon d’Or.

LIVERPOOL STRIKE FORCE 
Mane has talked about how lucky he is to play along-

side his two attacking comrades-in-arms. “Every single
player who plays alongside them would enjoy it because
they are very good players and they make everything
easy, so I just enjoy playing alongside them,” he told the
official Liverpool magazine.

Despite those warm words, there was a rare display
of emotion from the 27-year-old earlier this season when
he was substituted at Burnley, furious that Salah had not
passed to him when he was in a better position.

It led to suggestions that all was not harmonious
between the pair, but Mane was quick to correct any
impression of an underlying problem. “It can happen, he
didn’t see me and I was frustrated. We are really good
friends,” he said.

A 176-second hat-trick for Southampton in 2015 cat-
apulted Mane to worldwide attention. He joined
Liverpool the following year for £34 million ($44 million)
and was voted the club’s player of the year in his debut
season. Last year the Senegalese signed a new deal
committing him to the club until 2023. At the time Klopp
called him the “complete” attacking player and said he

had improved season by season. “The only criticism I
could ever have of Sadio is that maybe at times he is the
only one not to see just how good he is,” said the

Liverpool boss.  The question harassed defenders will be
asking themselves is just how good he will be when he
starts fully believing in himself. —AFP

LONDON: File photo shows Liverpool’s Senegalese striker Sadio Mane (L) vies with Crystal Palace’s German mid-
fielder Jeffrey Schlupp (R) during the English Premier League football match between Crystal Palace and Liverpool
at Selhurst Park in south London on November 23, 2019. — AFP

Mane frightens defences with his pace, direct running and skill

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE

Valencia C.F v Chelsea FC 20:55

beIN Sports HD 1

Zenit St. Petersburg v Olympique Lyonnais 20:55

beIN Sports

FC Barcelona v BV Borussia Dortmund 23:00

beIN Sports HD 1

SK Slavia Prague v Internazionale Milano 23:00

beIN Sports

RB Leipzig v SL Benfica 23:00

beIN Sports

KRC Genk v Red Bull Salzburg 23:00

beIN Sports

LOSC Lille v Ajax Amsterdam 23:00

beIN Sports

Liverpool v SSC Napoli 23:00

beIN Sports HD 2

LONDON: Manchester City boss Pep Guardiola
has no doubts that his assistant Mikel Arteta will
be a manager one day but has ruled out the possi-
bility of the Spaniard taking over at another club
during the current season.

Arteta is among the bookmakers favourites to
take over at his former club Arsenal if incumbent
Unai Emery is sacked. Arsenal are eighth in the
Premier League, 19 points adrift of leaders
Liverpool and eight shy of the Champions League
spots following their 2-2 home draw against
Southampton last Saturday.

“Unai Emery is the manager of Arsenal,”
Guardiola told reporters. “Of course (Arteta) will
be a manager sooner or later. We are going to fin-
ish the season but in the future I don’t know what’s
going to happen.”

Former Arsenal captain Arteta, who joined
Guardiola’s staff three years ago, was also backed
for the job by Arsene Wenger before the long-
serving Frenchman left the club. Guardiola, howev-
er, is in no rush to lose his right-hand man.

“I’d like him to stay with us,” he added.
“Manchester City has a person of incredible value
to work here in the future. But professional desires
are professional desires. Everyone is more than
satisfied to have him here.

“... He is an incredible human being and works a
lot. I said after a few months together he would be
a manager. He’s already a manager — he behaves
like a manager.”  — Reuters

Guardiola rules 
out assistant 
Arteta leaving 
this season

BIRMINGHAM: Aston Villa brushed aside recent poor
results to beat Newcastle United 2-0 at home on
Monday and create some breathing space above the
Premier League drop zone as Conor Hourihane scored
and set up another goal with a couple of clever free
kicks. Ireland midfielder Hourihane put Villa ahead in
the 32nd minute, tapping a dead ball to Jack Grealish
and then unleashing a thumping shot which flummoxed
goalkeeper Martin Dubravka. Villa soon earned another
dangerous set piece and Hourihane again assumed
responsibility, firing the ball into the heart of the penal-
ty area where Anwar El Ghazi arrived to knock the ball

into the roof of the net from close range in the 36th.
El Ghazi stuck the ball into the net again later in a

dominant display from the hosts but his effort was ruled
offside, while Villa should have extended their lead after
the interval as Jack Grealish and John McGinn both
came close. Newcastle’s only chance in an unambitious
45 minutes was a Federico Fernandez header which was
well saved by Tom Heaton.

The Villa keeper was forced to make a couple of
more saves as Newcastle showed a little more imagina-
tion after the interval but they rarely looked like getting
back into the game.

The win snapped a three-game losing league run for
Villa and took them up two places to 15th on 14 points
from 13 games, four clear of the relegation zone.
Newcastle are 14th on 15.

“It was important to get a good result because they
haven’t been great in the past few games,” Hourihane

told reporters. “The squad doesn’t have much Premier
League experience so we all have a point to prove.”

Newcastle coach Steve Bruce spent two years in
charge of Villa and came close to leading them to pro-
motion in the 2018 Championship playoff final but they
were beaten by Fulham.

He had a sour end to his spell, though, and in his final
game at home to Preston North End a cabbage was
thrown at him by a fan, an incident he has called one of
the lowest points of his long coaching career.

No missiles were aimed at Bruce this time but he
was not happy with how his players approached the
game. “In the first half we didn’t do enough with or
without the ball. We were harshly done by conceding
the free kicks but they were well executed and that
made it very hard for us,” he said.

“Within a few minutes the game’s gone. Overall it
was a difficult evening for us.”— Reuters

Conor helps Villa
beat Newcastle 

MILAN: Napoli head for Liverpool today for a
Champions League clash which could prove crucial to
coach Carlo Ancelotti’s future at the troubled Italian
club. The three-time Champions League winning
coach’s second season at the Stadio San Paolo has
proved to be a complicated one, after leading them to
second in Serie A in his first year.

His team’s fortunes have waned after the high of
opening their Champions League campaign with a 2-0
win over reigning European champions Liverpool, with
dressing room unrest amid friction between the players
and club management.

Napoli president Aurelio De Laurentiis ordered the
team to be confined to a week-long training camp ear-
lier this month after a 2-1 league defeat to rivals Roma
saw them slip to seventh in Serie A.

But as Ancelotti voiced his disagreement with the
lockdown, the players all returned home after a 1-1
draw against Salzburg three days later, which stalled
their bid to reach the Champions League last 16.

“The relationship between the president and I is
excellent and nothing changes,” Ancelotti had insisted,
after saying he disagreed with the ‘ritiro’ or training
camp.  Film mogul De Laurentiis threatened to sell the
entire squad and take legal action against the players
after the dressing room revolt. And the sanctions began
to fall this week amid reports Monday the players
would receive hefty fines for breaking the lockdown.

Gazzetta Dello Sport reported that players’ salaries
for the month of November — apart from those out
injured at the time — will be cut by a quarter.

Brazilian Allan, who had an argument with Edoardo
De Laurentiis, son of the Napoli president, will see his
salary slashed by half, or 200,000 euros ($220,000).

In total, players’ salaries will be cut by 2.5 million
euros ($2.7 million). The club have also imposed a
media silence with Ancelotti and the players refusing to
speak after Saturday’s 1-1 draw against AC Milan
extended their winless run to six games in all competi-
tions, and left them 15 points behind Serie A leaders
Juventus, out of the European places.

However, under UEFA rules Ancelotti will be obliged
to speak during a news conference at Anfield on the
eve of the match, with Napoli confirming that he will be
present. “We are not satisfied with the performance and
the ranking, but it is also true that we deserved more
points and more luck in various games,” Ancelotti said
earlier this month. 

“The situation must be considered with a cool head.”
Ex-Juventus coach Massimiliano Allegri, meanwhile,

was seen in the stands at San Siro on Saturday, fuelling
speculation he could be waiting in the wings.

Napoli are stil l  on course to qualify for the

Champions League knockout rounds as they are sec-
ond in Group E behind Liverpool, four points ahead of
third-placed Salzburg with two games to play.

They will reach the last 16 if they beat Liverpool or if
Salzburg do not beat Genk, having failed to advance
past the group stages last season. 

But they come up against a Liverpool side who have
an eight-point advantage on top of the Premier League
table and whose only loss this season came at the San
Paolo. To add to their problems Napoli will be without
captain Lorenzo Insigne, who hurt his elbow in
Saturday’s match.

The Italian forward has scored five times for Napoli
this campaign, and also scored the last-gasp winner
against Liverpool in last season’s 1-0 group stage vic-
tory in Naples. Forward Arkadiusz Milik has an abdom-
inal inflammation, joining an injury list which already
includes defensive duo Kevin Malcuit and Faouzi
Ghoulam. But Portuguese full-back Mario Rui and
Spanish midfielder Fabian Ruiz, absent against Milan,
have been named in the squad.

Ancelotti arrived in Naples boasting three
Champions League trophies from his time with Milan
and Real Madrid, and a Premier League trophy from his
two-year tenure at Chelsea. But their hopes of ending
Juventus’ domestic domination have faded along with
their hopes of a first Serie A title since the days of
Diego Maradona, who also helped them win their only
European trophy — the 1989 UEFA Cup. — AFP

MUMBAI: England’s impressive qualifying cam-
paign for the European Championship has sent
fans’ expectations soaring but former defender
Micah Richards says the side may not be the fin-
ished article when the tournament comes around
next year.

Gareth Southgate’s squad secured their place
at next year’s finals in emphatic fashion with seven
victories from eight games, scoring 37 goals and
conceding only six. England have never won the
tournament, coming closest when they lost to
Germany in the semi-finals on home soil in 1996,
and Richards said it was high time they made an
impression.

“We don’t just want to be talking about qualifi-
cation, it’d be nice if we could get to a minimum
semi-final in the Euros,” he told Reuters in an
interview. The former Manchester City defender
said the squad had gone through a transition peri-
od with youngsters coming through but that
everyone seemed to be on the same page as
Southgate.

“It seems as though there’s a happy camp
there,” he added. “A lot of people seem to be
enjoying the football again, and it’s showing on the
pitch.” Richards, who was England’s youngest-
ever defender when he made his debut at the age
of 18, said the current side would be a force to be
reckoned with in the next few years.

“If you look at the team now, maybe not this
competition, but like next World Cup or next
Euros a lot of people will be in their peak as well,”
said Richards. “Maybe this time has just come a
little bit too soon. But in terms of next World Cup,
next Euros, if you can keep this group together ...
injuries and what not, good form ... I feel like a
really good chance.”

The Euro 2020 finals will be played in 12
nations with the semi-finals and final to be held at
Wembley Stadium, and with England reaching the
semi-finals at last year’s World Cup they will have
a target on their backs, said Richards.

“They did well in the World Cup. Sometimes it
could be good to be underdogs though,” said
Richards, who was in India for Manchester City’s
global trophy tour. “When expectation is on you it
becomes a little bit more difficult. No one expect-
ed them to do well in the World Cup and they had
a good tournament. So, hopefully they will take a
bit of confidence from that and take it into the
Euros.”— Reuters

Euro 2020 might
be too soon for
England, says
Micah Richards

Ancelotti’s future 
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troubled Napoli 
visit Liverpool
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