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Expat, bedoon students could be expelled
to create room for Kuwaitis in public schools

News in brief

More than half women in
Kuwait subject to violence

KUWAIT: A survey on social violence by the
Kuwait Society for Human Rights showed 54
percent of women (of various nationalities) in
Kuwait are victims of violence. The survey was
presented by lawyer Atyab Al-Shatti during a
symposium titled ‘towards a national vision to
eradicate violence against  women.’
Psychological abuse tops the list (45 percent),
followed by physical abuse at 36 percent, sexu-
al abuse at 16 percent and economic abuse at 2
percent. The percentage of victims not inform-
ing authorities about domestic violence is 78
percent. The ages of those surveyed range from
17 to 57 years - a total of 320 respondents of
both genders. — Al-Rai

Kuwaitis’ prosecution
in Philippines

KUWAIT: Official sources rejected the condi-
tions of Philippines labor agencies to make
those who bring domestic helpers to Kuwait to
sign a ‘judicial contract’ that allows to drag the
Kuwaiti sponsor to a Philippine or foreign
court. Sources said the contract that is being
presented by some domestic help offices is in
violation of Kuwaiti laws and encroaches on
the country’s sovereignty. They said the con-
tract is the central point of difference between
Kuwait and the Philippines, which hinders the
s igning of  the domest ic  he lp agreement
between the two countries, although they have
agreed on all other items. The sources said any
office using that contract will be closed for six
months as an initial punishment. —Al-Qabas

E-crime cases on the rise

KUWAIT: Recent justice ministry statistics
showed the number of electronic crime cases at
the courts reached 1,057 during the first half of
the year, which is an increase of more than
3,300 percent compared to the first six months
of 2018, with 18 cases only. Judicial sources said
the cases are presented by individuals against
others and by the government against individu-
als. They said the most notable cases are those
of blackmail, threats, defamation, insults and
invasion of privacy. Cases also included misuse
of the phone, urging debauchery and insulting
local and foreign leaders. The sources blamed
the increase on social media and the wrongful
use of technology, which led victims to go to
courts at a rate of six cases daily. — Al-Qabas

30,000 non-Kuwaiti students currently registered in public schools
By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Education (MoE) is
currently listing all non-Kuwaiti students in
various public schools pending expelling
those who do not meet public school admis-
sion conditions, well-informed sources said.
“The current numbers indicate that a great
deal of violations are involved,” the sources
said. They added the move will include
expelling expat and bedoon (stateless) stu-
dents in order to put an end to overcrowding

in certain schools, namely those in Farwaniya
and Jahra. 

The sources added that educational zone
directors have been instructed to check non-
Kuwait students’ cases to make sure they
meet public schools admission conditions and
list all violations pending expulsion next year.
Moreover, the sources stressed that unlike
employees involved in violations, parents will
not be punished for any illegal registration.
“Over 30,000 non-Kuwaiti students are cur-
rently registered in public schools with a very

high cost despite MoE’s attempts to cut
expenses,” the sources stressed.  

In addition, the sources explained that
non-Kuwaiti students include children of
Kuwaiti women, the children of teachers,
diplomats, cemetery workers and others.
Sources said bedoons currently registered in
public schools include children of Kuwaiti
women and military personnel only. 

Online payment
Ministry of Health’s (MoH) assistant under-

secretary for food and medicine control Dr
Abdullah Al-Bader announced launching an
online payment service to collect the fees to
obtain medical equipment and lab needs doc-
uments from the engineering department
effective Dec 1. Bader added that the new
online payment service will enable companies
and suppliers registered with MoH to pur-
chase the tender condition handbooks adver-
tised on MoH’s website and the official
gazette Al-Kuwait Al-Youm without visiting
the MoH engineering department. 

‘Urfi’ marriage 
The justice ministry yesterday stressed

that ‘Urfi’ (customary) marriage is incriminat-
ed under Kuwaiti laws, and that unlike other
countries, Kuwait’s ministry of justice does
not accredit any ‘Urfi’ marriage contracts
made between couples. In this regard, the
manager of the ministry’s attestation depart-
ment Dr Fahd Al-Dhaen said deserting spous-
es and harsh financial conditions have signifi-
cant impact on divorce rates, which are
increasing. 

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: A Kuwaiti man was killed and two
others were injured in an accident reported on
the Sixth Ring Road Monday night.
Occupational Jahra fire station men dealt with
the accident. An investigation was opened to
reveal the cause of the deadly crash.

Car crashes into store
A driver yesterday lost control over his

vehicle and crashed into a printing and
copying store in Salmiya, said security
sources, noting that fortunately, patrons
inside the store only suffered minor injuries
from the broken glass. 

Security loophole
The interior ministry relations and secu-

rity information department commented on
reports in local media about holes in the
security fence of Rawdatain oilfield. It con-

firmed that some parts of the fence had col-
lapsed due to torrential rainwater gushing
under the fence, and security forces were
stationed at all such gaps. It added that
coordination was made with KOC to fence
the gaps, which was done.

Search for suspect
Police received a call about a person in

an abnormal condition in Um Al-Haiman, so
a patrol was dispatched. As soon as the man
saw the police car, he got into his vehicle in
an attempt to escape. He hit the door of the
patrol car, and was able to escape by driv-
ing on the wrong side of the road. The vehi-
cle was later found in front of a house in the
area. The car was impounded and police
are looking for the man. 

Fire drills
Kuwait Fire Service Directorate (KFSD)

carried out two mock exercises yesterday -
the first at the Arab Open University and
the other at a Jabriya fuel station. The sce-
nario of the first exercise was about a fire in
an administrative office, so Ardiya and
Farwaniya centers responded and formed

two teams - one for rescue and the other to
fight the fire. The building was evacuated.
Rescuers found two “injured” persons and
handed them to paramedics. The second
scenario was about a fire in two vehicles
inside a car wash area of a gas station.
Hawally fire center responded, evacuated
the petrol pump and fought the blaze. One
“unconscious” person was found. 

Man killed, two
injured in Sixth
Ring Road crash

KUWAIT: Pictures taken from the scene of the accident.

NEW YORK: The Arab Group at the UN General
Assembly underlined the importance of a compre-
hensive UN Security Council reform, especially
after over two decades of discussions aimed at
enlarging the Council’s membership and improving
its work methods. This came during a speech by
Kuwait’s Permanent Representative to the UN
Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi, on behalf of the
Arab Group at the UNGA, on the issue of equi-
table representation in the Council, increasing the
number of its members and related matters.

Otaibi expressed the Arab Group’s belief that it
is vital to reform the UNSC by reaching solutions
that are widely accepted by member states.
Reforming UNSC is under the Charter of the
Organization, he said, adding that there are several
challenges related to the reform, most notably the
veto. He regretted that the vast majority of times
that the veto has been used, especially during the
last three decades, have been on issues concern-
ing the Arab region.

The Arab Group, considering its political, cul-
tural and heritage specificity, deserves to be rep-
resented as a stand-alone bloc at the UNSC, rep-
resenting about 350 million people including 22
member countries; about 12 percent of the general
membership of the UN, Otaibi pointed out. He also
underscored the need for any documents issued
within the framework of the negotiations process
to accurately reflect the positions of all countries
and groups.

On the issue of improving and developing the
working methods and procedures of the Council,
Otaibi said that it is imperative to make more
effective and transparent work by agreeing to per-
manent procedures instead of temporary ones. He
called for creating a role for the concerned coun-
tries and their participation in the discussions on
issues for the UNSC, in accordance with Article 31
of the UN Charter. The Arab Group calls on the
subsidiary organs of the UNSC and its committees
to provide full information on their activities to the
UN members, stressing the need for the Security
Council to adhere strictly to the limits of its man-
date under the Charter, he said.

On behalf of the Arab Group, Otaibi welcomed
the progress made in previous sessions in identi-
fying common elements between the positions and
proposals of the countries, with regard to the five
negotiating issues and the existence of many fun-
damental points of difference. The Arab Group
affirms its determination to continue to participate
actively and positively during the next round of
government negotiations and are open to consul-
tation with all other negotiating groups, achieving
real and comprehensive UNSC reforms within a
framework of transparent and constructive spirit,
he said. — KUNA
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