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KUWAIT: Zain, the leading digital service provider in
Kuwait, announced the continuation of the third phase of
Zain Great Idea 5 (ZGI 5) at San Francisco in the United
States of America. The program’s finalists took part in field
trips to the headquarters of Silicon Valley’s top technology
leaders, most notably Google and Microsoft. 

Throughout four successful past editions, ZGI empow-
ered, trained, and invested in hundreds of creative and driv-
en Kuwaiti youth, of which many now own thriving and
active Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (SMEs) to this
day. Zain Great Idea has been one of the most successful
initiatives Zain presented to the Kuwaiti market as part of its
comprehensive innovation and entrepreneurship strategy,
with the aim of offering Kuwait’s entrepreneurial community
the chance to take their startups to entire new levels.

During the second week of their stay in San Francisco,
Zain’s entrepreneurs gained invaluable experiences to
develop and accelerate their tech startups by visiting the
headquarters of the world’s biggest technology leaders.
The trips featured visits to the main headquarters of
Google, Microsoft, Pinterest, and venture capital firm 500
Startups in Silicon Valley. ZGI 5’s finalists also took part in
a seminar presented by Tesla cofounder Marc Tarpenning,
which took place at Stanford University, the world’s first-
ranked university in entrepreneurship.  

Zain’s entrepreneurs also presented their tech startups
to a number of Silicon Valley investors and specialists, who
provided valuable feedback and insights with the aim of
developing and accelerating their startups. The presenta-
tions were supervised by Mind the Bridge’s consultants and
mentors. Upon their arrival to San Francisco, the finalists
presented their tech startups to Mind the Bridge’s top man-
agement, headed by Founder and CEO Marco Marinucci,
who shared his strategic experience in business and entre-
preneurship with them. Throughout an entire day, the final-
ists also met many local entrepreneurs in San Francisco,
who shared their success stories and mentoring advice. 

Zain’s finalists will stay in San Francisco (specifically
Silicon Valley, the world’s capital of tech startups)
throughout three weeks, guided by Mind the Bridge’s
consultants and mentors. The San Francisco program
will feature extensive seminars and workshops to devel-
op and accelerate the ZGI 5 final tech startups, which
were originally selected by the judging panel in Kuwait. 

Zain recently concluded the second phase of ZGI 5 in
Kuwait, where nearly 100 ambitious entrepreneurs pitched
their projects and ideas to the judging panel, who in return
selected 10 finalists that are now taking part in the third
phase; the international accelerator program in collabora-
tion with Brilliant Lab and Mind the Bridge. Zain’s 10 final-
ists are Faisal Al Basri - Mezan, Yousef Al Husaini - Baims,
Abdulwahab Al Refaei - Cybersys, Reem Al Farhan - CTC,
Rawan Al Sabah - The Capital, Mishari Amin - Touch point,
Dalal Al Qattan - That Designs, Fahad Al Baghli - The Wish
List, Majed Al Hamlan - Blue Outdoors, and Mohamed Al

Raqem - WellbiiON.ZGI was first launched in 2010 as a
Corporate Social Responsibility initiative designed to sup-
port the youth into making their entrepreneurial dreams
come true. Zain was the first in the region to launch such a
comprehensive program of this kind. Then, throughout
nearly 10 wonderful years, the company embraced over
500 entrepreneurs, travelled to 4 countries, and helped
nearly 70 of the brightest Kuwaiti minds accelerate their
ideas into active and thriving SMEs in the market. 

ZGI is established by Zain in association with Brilliant
Lab, a startup Accelerator Service from Kuwait, and Mind
the Bridge, a global organization bridging the world
through entrepreneurship education for startups, enter-
prises and investors to succeed in global markets. Mind
the Bridge is based in Silicon Valley with offices in US,
London, Italy, and Spain. 

The latest edition of the program features an all-new
phase to the program: Co-developing. After Zain Great Idea
is over, finalists will get full access to Zain’s cross-functional
team to help them get the most out of their newly accelerat-
ed startup. ZGI’s entrepreneurs will be able to get consulta-
tions, mentoring, deals, tactics/strategies, and more from
Zain specialists in various areas that are essential to any
business, including sales, marketing, communications, legal,

networks, IT, and more. Zain is well aware of the crucial role
played by private sector organizations in supporting social
and economic sustainability projects. Springing from its
growing commitment towards practicing its social respon-

sibility, the company is committed to printing a positive
print through all its activities. This has led Zain to embrace
the most influential issues in the community, including the
support of youth, entrepreneurship, and innovation.

Zain’s entrepreneurs visit Google
and Microsoft at Silicon Valley

ZGI entrepreneurs and Zain officials at Microsoft headquarters. 

KIB gold sponsor
of NUKS-USA
conference
KUWAIT: Kuwait International Bank (KIB) announced its
sponsorship of the 36th annual conference for the
National Union of Kuwait Students (NUKS) - USA branch.
Held under the slogan ‘a generation of builders for a giving
nation,’ the conference will take place in California from
November 28 to December 1. The event will be attended
by a large number of journalists, politicians, economists,
prominent social figures, athletes, and more.

On behalf of KIB, Nawaf Najia, Senior Manager of the
Corporate Communications Unit at the Bank will be
attending and participating in the event’s activities. The
conference will feature a number of activities spearheaded
by a group of national figures who seek to share expertise
with students. 

On this occasion, Najia said: “Our participation in this
conference year after year comes as part of our social
responsibility strategy which aims at empowering youth
and positively impacting all members of the community.

Moreover, we strongly
believe in the importance of
this conference, as it gathers
a large number of local stu-
dents who are studying
abroad together with promi-
nent figures and experts
across various areas.” 

Najia added that this
sponsorship reflects KIB’s
unwavering commitment to
empowering future genera-
tions of leaders and promot-
ing educational initiatives
and student-based activities.

The Bank actively seeks to support young, local talents, as
well as engaging with them to nurture their potential and
help them achieve their ambitions.

KIB’s participation in this event, which is considered
one of the largest student events taking place both
inside Kuwait and abroad, will include a diverse range
of activities and initiatives. Additionally, the Bank will
also be available at a dedicated booth during the event,
aiming at engaging with students and introducing them
to products and services, as well as suitable career
opportunities for graduates hoping to join the banking
and finance sector. 

ZGI entrepreneurs and Zain officials at Google headquarters. 

Nawaf Najia

KUWAIT: The Commercial Bank of Kuwait offered silver sponsorship to the Public Authority for Applied Education and
Training’s third annual career fair, which was organized recently.


