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By Sami Dimassi

As the world gets closer to celebrating the fourth
anniversary of the landmark Paris Agreement,
the optimism and enthusiasm surrounding this

historic achievement is muted. Countries around the
world have collectively failed to curb the rise of green-
house gas emissions, which have risen 1.5 percent per
year in the last decade and hit a new high of 55.3 giga-
tons of CO2 equivalent in 2018. In the absence of dras-
tic change, scientists now expect to see a 3.2 degree C
rise in temperature by the end of this century.

Today, the UN Environment Program (UNEP)
released the tenth edition of its Emissions Gap Report,
which makes for some stark reading. As it does every
year, the report looks at the projected volume of green-
house gas emissions in 2030 and the progress coun-
tries are making in reducing them. 

The report found that countries’ collective ambition
must increase more than fivefold over current levels to
deliver necessary emissions cuts to keep temperature
rise to below 1.5 degree C.  Countries that signed up to
the Paris Agreement have set this target as their ambi-
tion, with each country setting Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDCs) - their commitment to achieving
it. Yet even if these NDCs are fully implemented in their
current form, the world’s emissions budget, allowable
under this target, will be exhausted by as early as 2030. 

The report also found that economy-wide climate
action remains extremely limited in certain areas,
including a complete phase-out of fossil-fuel subsidies,
comprehensive and ambitious carbon pricing, and mak-
ing all finance flows consistent with the Paris
Agreement. Despite the urgency of the matter, coun-
tries that have traditionally led the way in economic
development have not done their fair share of the heavy
lifting. Carbon footprints need to fall, lifestyles need to
become more sustainable, and much more needs to
happen in a shorter period of time. So, how do we stay
within the 1.5 degree C limit? And how do the chal-
lenges and opportunities affect the still-developing
region of West Asia, which has been mostly reliant on
fossil fuels for its economic development? 

West Asian nations must, like all other nations, revise
their NDCs by 2020 to close the emissions gap by
2030. This scaling up of climate ambition is not only
necessary, but can also bring massive benefits to the
region. This year’s Emissions Gap Report also looks at
the energy transition and the potential of efficiency in
the use of materials, which can play a big role in closing
the emissions gap and holds special relevance for the
West Asian region. 

The region’s countries are blessed with abundant
natural resources other than oil; the potential for solar
power to provide energy is obvious. Renewables are
now the cheapest source of new power generation and
a worldwide transition to renewable energy could
reduce emissions of CO2 from the power sector by 78
percent in 2050, and West Asia countries are already
making headway. It is estimated that in the GCC alone,
investment in renewables totaled almost $10 billion
between 2006 and 2018, with more than half of this
amount coming in the last two years. Plans to integrate
the solar power supply chain within the region are also
an encouraging sign that renewables are now seen in a
broader economic light.

Finance is another area with potential for action.
With the transition to renewables and better energy
efficiency alone requiring supply-side investments of
$1.6-3.8 trillion per year from 2020-2050, the opportu-
nities for finance abound. The region is already home to
several financial hubs, and opportunities for growth in
these fields will only increase as the world moves to
achieve the commitments under the Paris Agreement.
Recent examples of financial initiatives in the region
include the $26 billion Dubai Green Fund, which
demonstrates the attractiveness of this approach. 

Young people constitute nearly half of the popula-
tion in the Arab region. Arab youth have demonstrated
time and again their determination and innovation. We
have witnessed their drive to support their countries in
achieving the Sustainable Development Goals and real-
izing the objectives and milestones set out in the visions
of their nations. We are also witnessing their passion
and enthusiasm in environmental activism. Governments
of the region can harness youth innovation and equip
the inheritors of our planet with the awareness and
tools which they need to promote sustainable solutions
to address the global challenge. 

The effects of climate change are already with us,
while others are yet to be felt. Flash floods seen in
Yemen, heat spikes in Kuwait, and rising sea levels that
could see 11 percent or more of Bahrain under water in
a few decades time, are just examples. It is clear that
things need to change and that ambitions must be
scaled up. Humanity’s future lies in the transition to a
low-carbon future. And while the task to make this
transition happen is enormous, so too is the responsi-
bility of all countries. West Asian countries can truly
make their mark, and with the right incentives, policies,
and support, can lead the way in fighting for a better
future for generations to come. 

— Sami Dimassi is Director and Regional
Representative of the UN Environment Program’s
Regional Office for West Asia
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Trade exchange with Kuwait hit
$4 billion in 2018: British envoy

10th British Trade Expo kicks off in Kuwait

KUWAIT: His Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah inaugurates the 10th British Trade
Expo.—Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

British Ambassador to Kuwait Michael Davenport speaks
during the press conference.

By Ben Garcia and KUNA

KUWAIT: The volume of trade exchange between Kuwait
and Britain reached $4 billion last year, British Ambassador
to Kuwait Michael Davenport said. Speaking at a press
conference on the opening of the Kuwait-Britain exhibi-
tion, Davenport lauded the growing trade exchange
between the two countries. He pointed to other big
chances to boost fruitful cooperation between the two
friendly states. He stressed the depth of the historical rela-
tions between the two sides, pointing out that commercial
and economic cooperation with Kuwait is a key part of the
development of the bilateral ties. The ambassador pointed
to many British companies working in Kuwait, affirming
that the embassy is keen on facilitating the duties of the
British investors and firms. On military cooperation, he
referred to a tangible development in the military ties
between the two sides, and to the signing of the joint dec-
laration last May on the defense, training and military
exercises domains. He revealed that some British military
personnel arrived in Kuwait two days ago to take part in a
three-day drill with the Kuwaiti forces.

‘Treaty of Friendship’
The three-day British Trade Expo kicked off on

Monday at Sheraton Hotel; the 10th exhibition organized
by Al-Jabriya Exhibition Group under the patronage of His
Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah.
Ambassador Davenport thanked the organizer on yet
another milestone in the area of trade. The exhibition coin-
cided with the 120th anniversary of a ‘Treaty of Friendship’
between Kuwait and Britain. “Although Britain first estab-
lished ties with Kuwait as long ago as 1775, this treaty
marked a new phase in our relations, ushering in a period
of ever-closer cooperation and partnership,” he said.  

“I thank Ahmed Ismael Behbehani, Chairman of Al-
Jabriya Exhibition Group, who brought here together an
excellent range of British companies from many different
sectors. It has been a pleasure for the British Embassy and
our department of international trade to support them in
celebrating British-Kuwaiti cooperation,” Davenport said. 

With regards to trade and investment between the two
countries, Davenport noted they are on an upward trend
on both sides. “Kuwait continues to invest strongly in the

UK. More and more companies from the UK are seizing
opportunities in Kuwait, especially in the energy, infra-
structure, education, health and IT sectors. Trade volume
has increased by 10-20 percent in the last two years.
There is lots of potential for more growth. We are very
appreciative for Kuwait being a major investor in the UK.
More and more Kuwaiti students are also pursuing their
studies in Britain than ever before,” he said.   

Prince William’s visit
Davenport also announced the upcoming visit of Duke

of Cambridge Prince William to Kuwait early next month.
“We do not have details of the visit as yet, but what was
already announced earlier was that he is going to visit two
countries in the Gulf - Kuwait and Oman. We are all look-
ing forward and with lots of anticipation to welcome him,”

he said. Behbehani said this year’s expo is the most impor-
tant economic event for Kuwait and the Arabian Gulf, as it
brings together British and Kuwaiti companies and institu-
tions to celebrate both past and future successes. This
year’s expo witnesses the participation of organizations
showcasing the latest British products and commodities as
well as financial, legal, health, medical, educational, train-
ing, investment, motor vehicles and other important goods
and services. 

Al-Jabriya Exhibition Group started its activities in
1997 and it grew from strength to strength. It has succeed-
ed in attracting the highest levels of visitors ever since.
Some of the exhibitors include Kuwait Times, HSBC, BSK,
British Airways, Jazeera Airways, KES, Top Gear, Costa
Coffee, Ataya, Ernst & Young, Aston Martin, Bentley,
Jaguar, McLaren, etc. 

His Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah visits Kuwait Times’ booth at the exhibition.

KUWAIT: The 4th International Seminar on the
Archaeology of the Arabian Peninsula kicked off yester-
day at Kuwait National Library, as it sheds light on the
historical periods Failaka Island went through from the
Bronze age, to the Hellenistic period, until the Islamic
one. “This seminar comes in cooperation between the
National Council for Culture, Arts and Letters (NCCAL)
and The French Center for Archaeology and Social
Sciences (CEFAS) for the fourth time,” NCCAL
Secretary General of Kamel Al-Abduljalil Kami Al-
Abduljaleel said in a speech he delivered at the opening
of the seminar. This cooperation aims at enhancing and
developing the future visions in the fields of archeology,
as well as exchanging similarities between Kuwait’s and
the Arabian Peninsula artifacts, especially those in
Failaka Island through research papers and scheduled
lecture, he said. This seminar will demonstrate the
nature of Failaka environment through the discovered
artifacts, and the effect of its distinguished historical
location on its surroundings, he added. It will also tackle
its habitats and the latest developments of the field work
there by the foreign missions participating with the
works of Kuwaiti excavation team. Failaka Island is con-
sidered the most important Kuwaiti island regarding
its archaeological heaviness, as it dates back to 2000
BC and is located 20 kilometers far eastern Kuwait
City, at the length of 13 cubic kilometers, and the width

off six cubic kilometers, with the size of 78 cubic
meters, and was known for Ikaros, he affirmed. This
seminar is a great opportunity that gathers eminent
group of archeologists and greatly contributes in

offering developed historical studies and researches,
he added. The two-day seminar includes scientific ses-
sions to discuss the latest discoveries on Failaka, and a
field trip to the island. — KUNA

Failaka relics showcased at Peninsula archaeology event

KUWAIT: Failaka relics showcased during the event.— KUNA

A group photo of participants in the seminar.


