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Spain clinch sixth Davis Cup title
Unstoppable Nadal defeat Shapovalov to seal victory over Canada

MADRID: Spain’s team members pose with the winner’s trophy during the trophy ceremony after winning the Davis Cup Madrid Finals 2019 in Madrid. — AFP

MADRID: Rafael Nadal put the finishing touches to his
extraordinary year by clinching a sixth Davis Cup title for
Spain on Sunday as he beat Denis Shapovalov in Madrid
to seal victory over Canada. Nadal’s 6-3, 7-6 (9/7) win
over Shapovalov in front of an adoring home crowd at the
Caja Magica gave Spain an unassailable 2-0 lead after
Roberto Bautista Agut earlier battled past Felix Auger-
Aliassime 7-6 (7/3), 6-3. “I’m incredibly happy to end the
year like this,” said Nadal afterwards.

The 33-year-old had been an unstoppable force in
Spain’s pulsating semi-final against Britain on Saturday
and never looked like letting this chance slip, with King
Felipe VI and Real Madrid’s Sergio Ramos watching on,
along with Barcelona defender Gerard Pique.

Pique’s marketing company Kosmos have been at the
heart of the raft of changes to this 119-year-old competi-
tion but Nadal’s brilliance has been familiar, even if this will
surely go down as one of the finest seasons of the 19-time

Grand Slam champion’s sparkling career. He added a
fourth Davis Cup final success — three more than Roger
Federer — to the ones he claimed in 2004, 2009 and 2011,
while capping a remarkable 12 months that has included
winning the French and US Opens, and ending the year as
world number one.

The Spanish team will also pocket a cheque worth $2.1
million. Nadal won eight out of eight rubbers played this
week and at times on Saturday, as when he stormed to sin-
gles and doubles victories against Britain, it was tempting
to view Spain’s progress as something of a solo effort.

But, unlike Canada, Spain have used all five of their
squad, with Bautista Agut, Pablo Carreno Busta and
Feliciano Lopez all playing at least one singles match, and
Lopez and Marcel Granollers joining forces in the doubles.
There has also been the undeniable advantage of the home
crowd and although Spain’s success has delivered a huge
boost to the event in its inaugural year, some will argue it

might have been fairer to find a new venue in 2020, let
alone consider keeping it in Madrid until 2021. Hosting and
mixed attendances are among several issues for Pique and
the International Tennis Federation to solve in the coming
months but on the court, some gripping ties have ensured
the new Davis Cup has got off to an encouraging start.

Bautista Agut’s win over Auger-Aliassime was particu-
larly poignant, given the world number nine was returning
after withdrawing from the team on Thursday, following
the death of his father Joaquin.

“I could not have played today without all the work of
my team-mates this week,” said Bautista Agut on court
afterwards.  “After such a complicated week, I had to get
out there and face it. Everything was difficult today but I
managed to overcome it and get the first point for Spain.”

Shapovalov, meanwhile, had ousted Nadal at the Canada
Masters when they first met in 2017 but he was no match
here for the veteran’s power and sheer force of will. A blis-

tering forehand on the run set up the decisive break in the
first set, which Nadal served out when Shapovalov hit long.
The youngster had a break point early in the second but
slapped his return into the net and Nadal held on, surviving
a nine-minute game when a Shapovalov retrieval plopped
out. Shapovalov opted for more variety with a brilliant touch
volley and then a deft drop-shot making things increasingly
uncomfortable for Nadal, who came under pressure when
serving to stay in the set both at 5-4 and 6-5.

In the tie-break, Shapovalov led early but missed a
short forehand for 4-2. Instead, Nadal won four of the next
five to tee up two points for the title. He looked sure to
convert the first, on serve, but Shapovalov ripped a fore-
hand pass. Two big serves saw Shapovalov save the sec-
ond and then create a set point of his own. But Nadal
saved it for 7-7 and a return into the net gave him a third
championship point. When a Shapovalov forehand hit the
tape, Nadal fell on his back, his arms outstretched. — AFP

SANTA CLARA: The San Francisco 49ers’ defense held
Aaron Rodgers to just 104 yards passing while sacking him
five times en route to a 37-8 rout of the Green Bay Packers on
Sunday night in Santa Clara, Calif. The 49ers solidified their
spot atop the NFC pecking order with a 10-1 record, while
sending the Packers back to Green Bay at 8-3. Jimmy
Garoppolo threw for 253 yards and two touchdowns on just
20 attempts, completing 14. His 145.8 passer rating was about
double that of his counterpart, Rodgers, who had too little
time and too few open receivers. Rodgers finished 20 of 33
with a touchdown, posting the lowest yards-per-attempt
(3.15) in any start in his career and his second-lowest yardage
total in a start in which he wasn’t injured. 

PATRIOTS 13, COWBOYS 9
Tom Brady completed 17 of 37 passes for 190 yards and

one touchdown, and New England held on to clip visiting
Dallas on a cold, wet and windy afternoon in Foxborough,
Mass. N’Keal Harry scored the lone touchdown for New
England (10-1), which notched double-digit victories for the
17th straight season while beating the current NFC East
leader. Julian Edelman led all receivers with eight catches for
93 yards, and Sony Michel led the ground attack with 20 car-
ries for 85 yards. Cowboys quarterback Dak Prescott strug-
gled in the inclement weather, completing 19 of 33 passes for
212 yards and an interception. 

SAINTS 34, PANTHERS 31
Wil Lutz kicked a 33-yard field goal as time expired to

give host New Orleans the win over struggling Carolina.
Drew Brees passed for 311 yards and three touchdowns and
drove the Saints (9-2) 65 yards in less than two minutes to set
up Lutz’s kick. New Orleans took over possession after kicker
Joey Slye missed a 28-yard field-goal attempt with 1:56 to
play for Carolina (5-6), which has lost four of five. Michael
Thomas, the NFL’s leading receiver, caught 10 of Brees’ pass-
es for 101 yards and a touchdown. He reached 100 pass
receptions for the third consecutive season on a first-quarter
catch. He later surpassed 1,200 receiving yards for the sea-
son, making him the fifth player in NFL history to reach that
total and 100 catches in three consecutive seasons.

SEAHAWKS 17, EAGLES 9
Rashaad Penny rushed for a career-high 129 yards and a

touchdown as Seattle defeated host Philadelphia on a windy
afternoon. Seattle’s defense, without All-Pro defensive end
Jadeveon Clowney because of a hip injury, forced five turnovers
— four by Eagles quarterback Carson Wentz (two interceptions,
two fumbles). The Eagles (5-6) had four starters on offense side-
lined by injury — running back Jordan Howard (shoulder), wide
receivers Alshon Jeffery (ankle) and Nelson Agholor (knee) and
All-Pro right tackle Lane Johnson (concussion). 

BILLS 20, BRONCOS 3
Josh Allen passed for 185 yards and two touchdowns while

adding 56 yards on the ground, Cole Beasley and John Brown
had a touchdown catch each, and host Buffalo’s defense took
care of the rest against Denver. Frank Gore rushed for 65
yards to pass Hall of Fame running back Barry Sanders for
third in career rushing yards with 15,289. He came into the
game needing 46 yards to surpass Sanders. Devin Singletary
added 106 yards on the ground to lead Buffalo.

BROWNS 41, DOLPHINS 24
Baker Mayfield threw a season-high three touchdown

passes as host Cleveland scored the first 28 points of the
game en route to a blowout over Miami, the Browns’ third
straight win. Mayfield threw all three of his touchdowns in the
first half. He finished 24 of 34 for 327 yards with one intercep-
tion. Browns wide receiver Jarvis Landry had a monster game
for Cleveland, reeling in 10 catches for 148 yards and two
touchdowns. The Browns (5-6) worked past a shaky third
quarter to put away the Dolphins (2-9) and keep their playoff
hopes alive. 

STEELERS 16, BENGALS 10
Devlin Hodges replaced Mason Rudolph at quarterback in

the second half and rallied Pittsburgh, keeping host Cincinnati
winless on the season.

Hodges was 5 of 11 for 118 yards and hit James Washington
on a 79-yard touchdown pass in the third quarter with his
second throw of the game as the Steelers (6-5) extended
their winning streak over the Bengals to 10, including playoffs,
going back to 2015. Chris Boswell kicked a 47-yard field goal
with 11:59 remaining to break a 10-10 tie and added a 26-
yard kick with 3:18 remaining. 

TITANS 42, JAGUARS 20
Tennessee exploded for 28 third-quarter points and kept

its playoff hopes alive with a runaway victory over
Jacksonville in Nashville, Tenn. Derrick Henry rushed for 159
yards and two touchdowns and quarterback Ryan Tannehill
accounted for four touchdowns as Tennessee (6-5) moved
into a second-place tie with Indianapolis in the AFC South,
one game behind division-leading Houston. Jacksonville (4-7)
is now firmly entrenched in last place. Tannehill hit Dennis

Kelly for a 1-yard touchdown pass with 13:13 left in the third
quarter to give the Titans a 14-3 lead, then Henry scored on
74- and 7-yard touchdown runs just 16 seconds apart to give
the Titans a 28-3 lead. 

BUCCANEERS 35, FALCONS 22
Jameis Winston shrugged off two first-quarter intercep-

tions to throw for 313 yards and three touchdowns as Tampa
Bay dumped host Atlanta. Chris Godwin enjoyed a monster
game for Tampa Bay (4-7), catching seven passes for 184
yards and two scores. The Buccaneers’ much-maligned
defense, last in the league against the pass, applied the
clinching blow when Ndamukong Suh recovered a fumble and
rumbled 6 yards for a touchdown with 3:06 left in the game.

BEARS 19, GIANTS 14
In a battle of units that have been quite inept in recent

weeks, Chicago’s offense got rolling in the third quarter as the
host Bears handed the Giants their seventh straight loss. It
was just the second time this season the Bears managed 300
yards of total offense (335). Wide receiver Allen Robinson II
hauled in six receptions for 131 yards and a touchdown. But it
was Khalil Mack and a solid defensive effort that gave
Chicago (5-6) its second win in the past three games and
kept the New York offense stuck in “inept” mode. 

REDSKINS 19, LIONS 16
Dustin Hopkins kicked four field goals, including a go-

ahead 39-yarder with 16 seconds remaining, and Washington
edged visiting Detroit to snap a four-game losing streak. The
game-winning kick was set up by a Quinton Dunbar intercep-
tion in the final minute. Steven Sims returned a kickoff 91
yards for Washington’s lone touchdown. — Reuters

49ers rout Packers


