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India fast bowlers in
the pink after debut
day-night Test
KOLKATA: India’s fast bowlers are enjoying a rare
moment in the sun after they combined to dismantle
Bangladesh in the maiden day-night Test on Indian
soil. Ishant Sharma, Umesh Yadav and Mohammed
Shami took all  19 Bangladesh wickets to fall  in
Kolkata, a rarity on the sub-continent’s pitches where
spinners usually rule. It surpassed the record 17
wickets taken by pacemen in a home Test in 2017
against Sri Lanka, also at Kolkata’s Eden Gardens. In
the first pink-ball Test for both sides, India beat
Bangladesh by an innings and 46 runs in just over two
days to sweep the two-match series.

“It was always on the cards that India’s pacers
would call the shots, but Bangladesh have to be dis-
appointed at the lack of application and fight shown
by their batsmen,” former India batsman VVS
Laxman wrote in The Times of India yesterday.

Skipper Virat Kohli has been all praise for his
pacemen and said workload management was the
key to keeping them in top shape. “They gained
more experience, now they’re bowling well togeth-
er,” Kohli told reporters after India sealed the one-
sided win on Sunday.

“They take ownership of their own preparation,
their own fitness and communication is very clear...
We want you fresh for Test cricket, don’t worry about
anything else. “And they feel secure as well that if
they don’t play, we have back-up bowlers to come
and do the job as well. So that bench strength is also
helping us a lot.”

The three quicks have been on a roll despite the
absence of yorker specialist Jasprit Bumrah, who is
recovering from a stress fracture of the back. Shami
and Yadav took 24 wickets between them in India’s 3-
0 Test whitewash of South Africa last month.

Spinners Ravichandran Ashwin and Ravindra
Jadeja bowled a total of just seven overs against

Bangladesh, who fell for 106 and 195. “Doesn’t hap-
pen often in India when the spinners hardly roll
their arm over in the test match,” Indian fast bowler
Irfan Pathan wrote on Twitter.

However, the real test for the Indian quicks will
come in January and February, when India will play
two Tests in seamer-friendly New Zealand. —AFP

Kim Sei-young 
captures 
LPGA Tour
Championship
NAOLES: South Korea’s Kim Sei-young
rolled in a long birdie putt at the 72nd
hole on Sunday to win the LPGA Tour
Championship and claim a record $1.5
million winner’s prize. Kim, leader after
each of the first three rounds, struggled
to build momentum at Tiburon Golf Club
in Naples, Florida.

But she came through when it mat-
tered, edging England’s Charley Hull by
one stroke. She was one-under for the
day through 17 and Hull had joined her
atop the leaderboard at 17-under par
with a bogey-free six-under 66 that
included birdies at 16, 17 and 18.

A playoff looked more than possible,
but Kim didn’t blink, rolling in her fifth
birdie of the day at the final hole to seal
the win with a two-under par 70 for an
18-under par total of 270. Kim said she
had “no idea” that she was putting for
the win at 18.

“Last putt I was just trying make two-
putt because I didn’t see the leader-
board,” Kim said. “I just tried to make

the right distance; made it. It’s unbeliev-
able,” she said. “I was, like, so emotional,
almost crying.”

Hull, who started the day five off the
pace, said she knew after birdies at the
second, 12 and 13 that she had a shot at
the largest winner’s cheque ever in
women’s golf. “Kind of 15 I looked at
the leaderboard and I thought I’ve got
a chance,” she said. “I didn’t birdie 15,
but I birdied 16, 17, 18 — I gave it my
best shot.”

Kim acknowledged that she was feel-
ing the nerves — even though she was
feeling the pressure not from Hull but
from playing partner Nelly Korda. “I
didn’t know Charley finished at 17
(under),” Kim said. “What if I couldn’t
make it? I could go to a playoff. It’s not
good for me.”

Telling herself it ws “no big deal”,
Kim said she “just tried to play like a
practice round”. Even more than the
prize money, Kim said, she was delight-
ed to achieve her pre-season goal of
adding a third title of the year to a
resume that now includes 10 victories.
“That’s the most satisfying,” she said. In
the end her well-struck putt broke late
and dived into the hole.

KO CAPTURES MONEY TITLE 
American Danielle Kang delivered a

storming seven-under final round, high-
lighted by an eagle at 17, to share third

place on 272 with Korda, who started
the day two back and carded a one-
under 71.

World number one Ko Jin-young fin-
ished tied for 11th, but still added to her
haul of season-ending hardware. The
LPGA Player of the Year, whose four
titles included two majors, also snagged
the money title and the Vare Trophy for
the lowest scoring average.

“I am honored to win amazing
awards,” said Ko, who came into the
week nursing an ankle injury. “I tried to
do my best today, but putting was not
good,” she said, admitting it made for
mixed feelings as the season ended.

“It ’s good, but my play was not
good. So I will work harder,” Ko said,
adding it was “not the end” but “the
beginning”.  —AFP

Archer hit with 
racial abuse in 
N Zealand Test
MOUNT MAUNGANUI: New Zealand Cricket
bosses said yesterday they will personally apolo-
gise to England fast bowler Jofra Archer after he
was racially abused during the first Test in Mount
Maunganui.

The Barbados-born Archer, considered one of
the most promising all-rounders in world cricket,
tweeted he was disturbed to hear racial insults
“whilst battling to help save my team”. The 24-
year-old featured in a late show of resistance with
Sam Curran in a 59-run stand for the ninth wicket
before New Zealand wrapped up the match for an
innings and 65 runs victory.

“A bit disturbing hearing racial insults today
whilst battling to help save my team, the crowd was
been amazing this week except for that one guy,”
Archer tweeted. New Zealand Cricket’s (NZC) pub-
lic affairs manager Richard Boock said there is
“zero tolerance towards abusive or offensive lan-
guage” at all cricket venues in New Zealand.

NZC “will contact Mr. Archer tomorrow to apol-
ogise for the unacceptable experience, and to
promise increased vigilance in the matter when the
teams next meet in Hamilton”, Boock said. He said
they will also examine CCTV footage in an attempt
to identify the person responsible and will refer any
relevant information to the police. The second Test
between New Zealand and England starts in
Hamilton on Friday. —AFP

WELLINGTON: New Zealand wrapped up an
impressive innings and 65-run victory over England
on the final day of the first Test at Bay Oval yesterday
with Neil Wagner completing his eighth five-wicket
haul as he ran through the tourists’ tail.

The tourists were dismissed for 197 with about 90
minutes of play remaining in the match in Mt.
Maunganui after Wagner broke a stubborn 59-run
ninth-wicket partnership between Jofra Archer and

Sam Curran. The left-armer had taken three wickets in
17 balls for one run as England collapsed from 132-5
to 138-8 before tea.

He had Archer caught in the deep and then trapped
Stuart Broad in front on the next delivery to end
England’s resistance and finish with figures of 5-44
from 19.2 overs. “It feels great to win a Test match,”
New Zealand captain Kane Williamson said at the
post-match presentation. “England are an outstanding
side and it took a tremendous amount of hard work to
get past their total.”

The victory was New Zealand’s 11th in 104 Tests
against England. It was also their second largest after
beating them by an innings and 132 runs in 1984. New
Zealand now have three wins in their last four Tests
against England, with one draw, and their second in
succession by an innings after winning the day-night
test in Auckland by an innings and 49 runs in 2018.

Wicketkeeper BJ Watling was named man of the
match after his maiden double century of 205 and
hefty partnerships with Henry Nicholls, Colin de
Grandhomme and Mitchell Santner helped the hosts to
a first innings of 615-9 declared. “It felt really good,”
Watling said. “The key was to get partnerships, and
the boys stuck in there at the end.

“We tried to build as much of a lead as possible
and hoped the wicket would do funny things on day
five.” After Santner had taken three quick England
wickets late on Sunday, the tourists resumed on 55-3
and faced an uphill battle to bat the entire fifth day to
stop New Zealand from taking a 1-0 lead into the sec-
ond match of the two-Test series on Friday in
Hamilton.

And while they showed signs they might be able to
see the day out, tentative shot- and poor decision-
making led to their downfall. 

MISSED OPPORTUNITY
Captain Joe Root, Joe Denly, Ben Stokes and Ollie

Pope were all dismissed playing at balls they did not
need to, while Archer fell into a trap set by Wagner.
Stokes’s dismissal was particularly important with the

aggressive all-rounder looking settled before he
played on, letting out a loud yell of exasperation after
chasing a wide, shortish ball from Tim Southee.

His dismissal at 121-5 sparked a collapse, with
Wagner then ripping through the lower order. Archer
and Curran kept the hosts at bay for more than an
hour either side of tea and were starting to look
comfortable before Wagner struck again to wrap up
the match.

Root said failing to kick on from a decent platform
in the first innings had cost England. “We missed an
opportunity if we’re brutally honest with ourselves,”
said Root of England’s collapse from 277-4 to 295-8 in
their first innings before they were dismissed for 353.

“Could have done with a score over 450, and
using that scoreboard pressure as another fielder.
“We did a lot of good stuff, we just need to do it for
longer.”  —Reuters

Victory was New Zealand’s 11th in 104 Tests against England

Wagner runs through tail as NZ 
thrash England in first Test

MOUNT MAUNGANUI: New Zealand’s Neil Wagner (R) celebrates with team mates after bowling England’s
Jos Buttler during the fifth day of the first cricket test between England and New Zealand at Bay Oval in
Mount Maunganui yesterday. —AFP

SCOREBOARD

England 1st innings 353 (B. Stokes 91, J. Denly 74, R. Burns 52;
Southee 4-88, Wagner 3-90)
New Zealand 1st innings 615-9 dec (B. Watling 205, M. Santner
126, C. de Grandhomme 65, K. Williamson 51; Curran 3-119)

England 2nd innings
R. Burns c de Grandhomme b Santner 31
D. Sibley c Watling b Santner 12
J. Denly c Watling b Wagner 35
J. Leach c Latham b Santner 0
J. Root c Latham b de Grandhomme 11
B. Stokes b Southee 28
O. Pope c Santner b Wagner 6
J. Buttler b Wagner 0
S. Curran not out 29
J. Archer c sub (Henry) b Wagner 30 
S. Broad lbw Wagner 0
Extras (b12, lb1, w1, nb1) 15
Total (all out, 96.2 overs) 197 
Fall of wickets: 1-48 (Sibley), 2-53 (Burns), 3-55 (Leach), 4-69
(Root), 5-121 (Stokes), 6-132 (Denly), 7-133 (Pope), 8-138
(Buttler), 9-197 (Archer), 10-197 (Broad)
Bowling: Southee 20-4-60-1, Boult 6-4-6-0, de Grandhomme
10-3-15-1 (1w), Santner 40-19-53-3 (1nb), Wagner 19.2-6-44-5,
Williamson 1-0-6-0.

Result: New Zealand won by an innings and 65 runs

MOUNT MAUNGANUI: Scoreboard on day five of the first
Test between New Zealand and England at Mount Maunganui
yesterday:

KOLKATA: (From left) Ishant Sharma, Umesh Yadav and Mohammed Shami celebrate after dismantling Bangladesh in
the maiden day-night Test in Kolkata. —AFP

Paine says, Australia 
can get better after 
Pakistan romp
BRISBANE: Australia captain Tim Paine says his team
have room to improve after crushing Pakistan in their
opening Test, hailing the quality of his batsmen and
bowlers. The home side comfortably won the first of
their two Tests by an innings and five runs inside four
days at the Gabba on Sunday, set up by dismissing
Pakistan for 240 in the first innings then smacking
580 in reply.

They now head to Adelaide for a day-night Test
starting Friday, with Australia having ominously won
all five pink-ball matches they have played. Australia’s
top order struggled during the recent Ashes series,
but they clicked in Brisbane, raising hopes a corner
has been turned.

David Warner hit 154, opening partner Joe Burns
97 and number three Marnus Labuschagne 185. The
only real failure was Steve Smith (four), who was their
saviour in England. Asked if Australia had finally
found its long-term top three, Paine replied: “The ear-
ly signs would suggest yes.

“One innings doesn’t make a summer but we are
really happy with the positive signs that we saw.”
Labuschagne, in particular, was a revelation, building
on promising form during the Ashes to hit his maiden
Test century and, according to Paine, “finally arrive
on the big stage”. —AFP

NAPLES: Sei Young Kim of South Korea poses with the CME Globe trophy after
winning the CME Group Tour Championship at Tiburon Golf Club in Naples,
Florida. —AFP


