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Berlin battles to reach climate neutrality by 2050

RIEDSTADT: Outside the small town of
Riedstadt, near Frankfurt, a bright green der-
rick pumping oil from deep underground
marks a rare rural German site where that is
still a profitable business. As Berlin battles to
reach climate neutrality by 2050, minnow
Rhein Petroleum sees a niche for its unusually
pure crude during the transition phase,
although its output is dwarfed by the more
than two million barrels a day still consumed
by Europe’s top economy. 

Manager Carsten Reinhold holds up a flask
of the lukewarm, dark liquid the pumps have
been heaving up from 1,500 meters (5,000
feet) below ground since last year. Low in sul-
phur, such “light and sweet” crude oil resem-
bles the so-called Brent reserves found in the
North Sea. “It would be a shame to burn it all
up” to fuel road traffic, Reinhold says, as this
type of oil is especially suited to manufactur-

ing industries, feeding into chemicals, pharma-
ceuticals, textiles and even blades for wind
turbines. A tanker truck passes by twice a
week on average to siphon 33,000 liters from
the site’s metal storage tanks, some of it from
the firm’s other drilling site in Bavaria. It
brings the oil to a refinery 80 kilometers away.

‘Like an ultrasound’ 
Rhein Petroleum was founded in 2007 by

former Shell executives, and is today con-
trolled by Netherlands-based Tulip Oil. Where
most German oil is pumped in the country’s
north, especially out to sea, the company has
bet on inland fields to the south. The last well
in the previous wave of extraction in western
Hesse state closed in 1994, as oil prices below
$20 per barrel and expensive techniques
throttled profitability. But with prices now
above $60 - having previously peaked above

$100 - margins look more promising.
Meanwhile, the oil company says the

prospecting technology available for identify-
ing hydrocarbon reserves deep below the
earth has improved massively. “Just like an
ultrasound scan of a pregnant woman,” the
latest technologies can create a 3D visualisa-
tion of the world beneath our feet, Reinhold
explains. Meanwhile drilling itself has become
cheaper, as a single well can allow prospec-
tors to explore a radius several hundred
metres across, rather than having to drill again
if they don’t hit the right spot. And where once
wells were staffed around the clock, these
days the high-tech facilities - built by
Munich-based Siemens - can be controlled
remotely with a smartphone app. Even envi-
ronmentalist activists are not a problem, as
they are presently focused on Germany’s mas-
sive open-cast brown coal mines. Rhein

Petroleum says it is in contact with ecological
movements, who approve of the company’s
policy not to use the controversial hydraulic
fracking technology that has powered the
shale gas and oil boom.

Vital raw material 
Heidelberg-based Rhein Petroleum’s suc-

cess is an outlier amid a German oil sector in
a long-term decline however. From a peak of
around eight million tons per year in the late
1960s, crude output fell to just over two mil-
lion tons by 2018. That was enough to cover
around two percent of the requirements of
Europe’s largest economy, st i l l  heavily
industrialized.

“It’s important that we don’t give up oil
extraction altogether, it helps reduce our
dependence on imports, even if only a little,”
says Ralf Schairer, who heads the Miro

refinery. Energy expert Claudia Kemfert at
economic think-tank DIW disagreed, saying
oil extraction in Germany “belongs to the
past,” as “the energy transition and climate
protection (measures) wil l  marginal ize
hydrocarbons”.

Even now, she pointed out, major German
carmakers like Volkswagen are making big
bets on electric vehicles, while industries are
looking for materials not based on oil. But
chemical behemoth BASF, while itself explor-
ing such technologies, believes “natural gas
and oil derivatives will remain an important
raw material for the chemical industry over
the medium term.” Rhein Petroleum judges
there is money to be made in the transition
period, with its sights set on recently-discov-
ered oil reserves in neighboring Baden-
Wuerttemberg state. Exploration is set to
start late next year.— AFP  

RIEDSTADT: An aerial picture shows a view of the oil well of Rhein Petroleum in Riedstadt, south of Frankfurt am Main, western Germany. — AFP 

BHUBANESWAR: “This extreme heat we now see is no
less than a sly thief,” said Murali Sahoo, a building painter
in eastern India, as he washed his buckets and brushes at
the end of another sweltering work day. A decade ago, a
week’s work painting could bring in 6,000 rupees ($84),
the 43-year-old said. But over the last five years, increas-
ingly blistering summer temperatures in his home state of
Odisha mean working all day is no longer possible, even if
he starts at 7 am to get a jump on the heat.

“Today my weekly earnings have fallen to just 2,500
rupees ($35), a measly 350 rupees ($5) a day. How can a
family survive on this?” asked Sahoo, the father of two
boys. As climate change brings ever-more-wilting heat in
some of the world’s already hot spots, the future for out-
door workers like Sahoo may be bleak, scientists say. If
greenhouse gas emissions continue to grow at current
rates, by 2100 Odisha will get as many as 48 extremely
hot days every year, up from only 1.5 such days in 2010,
warned the Climate Impact Lab (CIL), a nonprofit consor-
tium of scientists, in a report released this month. The
study’s researchers classified a day as extremely hot if the
outside temperature reaches above 35 degrees Celsius
(95 degrees Fahrenheit).

The report, on heat deaths in India, was conducted
in collaboration with the Tata Centre for Development
at the University of Chicago and examined the human
and economic costs of climate change and weather
shocks in India. “Weather and climate shape India’s
economy and society,” said Amir Jina, an environmental
economist at the University of Chicago’s Harris School

of Public Policy and one of the authors of the study.
“Temperature and precipitation affect diverse out-
comes such as human health, labor productivity, agri-
cultural  yields, crime, and confl ict ,” he told the
Thomson Reuters Foundation via email.

The study projected that average summer tempera-
tures in Odisha will go from about 29 degrees Celsius (84
degrees Fahrenheit) in 2010 to over 32 degrees Celsius
(89 degrees Fahrenheit) by 2100. That would give Odisha
the biggest jump in extremely hot days of all of India’s 29
states. The national average increase will be from 24
degrees Celsius to about 28 degrees, researchers said.

Meteorologists point to the state’s location, its geo-
graphical features - such as its 480-km-long (290-mile-
long) coastline - and the rise of concrete buildings and
asphalt roads in its towns as reasons it can become par-
ticularly hot and humid. As temperatures soar, the study
said, Odisha’s economy will suffer as people find it
increasingly difficult to work. No one has yet calculated
what rising heat might do to the state’s productivity, Jina
said. The Climate Impact Lab plans to provide those pro-
jections in a later study.

But a report released by the United Nations’
International Labor Organization (ILO) in July predicted
that, by 2030, India as a whole could lose nearly 6% of
working hours to heat stress. That would be the equiva-
lent of 34 million full-time jobs, the ILO said. Extreme heat
also can be deadly, health experts warn. Ambarish Dutta,
an Odisha expert at the Indian Institute of Public Health in
the state’s capital Bhubaneswar, said in Odisha the “killing
effect” kicks in when the ambient temperature reaches
over 36.5 degrees Celsius (98 degrees Fahrenheit).

In the decade up to 2017, a total of 630 people died as
a result of heat waves in Odisha, a state where nearly
three-quarters of the working population is in the informal
labor sector, most of them working outdoors, according to
government data. But by the end of the century, the heat-
related death toll could reach as high as 42,000 per year
in Odisha, the CIL study predicted. — Reuters

LONDON: Uber was stripped of its London
operating license yesterday for the second time
in just over two years after the city’s regulator
said a “pattern of failures” on safety and security
meant the taxi app was not fit and proper. A
change to Uber’s systems allowed unauthorized
drivers to upload their photos to other driver
accounts, meaning they could pick up passengers
as if they were the booked driver, which hap-
pened in at least 14,000 trips, Transport for
London (TfL) said. 

The Silicon Valley-based company, which has
faced pushback from authorities and existing oper-
ators in several countries, has 21 days to appeal and
can continue to take rides during the process,
which is likely to include court action and could
drag on for months. “TfL has identified a pattern of
failures by the company including several breaches
that placed passengers and their safety at risk,” the
regulator said yesterday, the day the firm’s licence
expires. “Despite addressing some of these issues,
TfL does not have confidence that similar issues
will not reoccur in the future, which has led it to
conclude that the company is not fit and proper at
this time.”

Uber, which has roughly 45,000 drivers in
London, did not offer an immediate comment. Uber
and TfL have been engaged in a long-running battle
since TfL rejected a renewal request in 2017, citing
shortcomings in the firm’s approach to reporting

serious criminal offences and driver background
checks. A judge in 2018 then granted Uber a proba-
tionary 15-month licence, after the company made
several changes to its business model.

In September, TfL gave Uber just a two-month
extension, far short of the maximum possible five
years, and imposed further conditions covering ride-
sharing, appropriate insurance and driver document
checks. Ahead of the latest decision, Uber said it
would introduce measures such as a discrimination
button enabling drivers and riders to report abuse,
enhanced safety training for drivers and a direct
connection to the emergency services. — Reuters

‘Unfit’ Uber stripped 
of its London license 
after safety failures

LONDON: A woman poses while holding a smartphone
showing the App for ride-sharing cab service Uber in
London. — AFP 

‘A sly thief’: Rising 
heat steals jobs and 
lives in east India


