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Erdogan in Qatar calls for 
‘swift’ end to Gulf crisis

Gulf Cup kicks off today • Kuwait, Qatar to join naval coalition • Doha to raise gas output
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DOHA: Qatari Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani welcomes Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan in the Qatari capital yesterday. — AFP 

DOHA: Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan yesterday said he hoped a dispute
between a Saudi-led bloc and Qatar would
“swiftly” come to an end amid emerging
signs of a possible breakthrough in the Gulf
crisis. However, he ruled out the closure of a
Turkish military camp in Qatar, part of the
Riyadh-led bloc’s string of conditions to end
the isolation of Doha.

“My wish is that the Gulf crisis will be
swiftly resolved,” Erdogan said at the Turkish
military base, where around 5,000 troops are
stationed. “Those who tell us to close down
this base have yet to grasp the fact that
Turkey was Qatar’s friend in difficult times,”
Erdogan said. “Throughout our history, we
have never let our friends face threats and
danger alone, that we cannot do,” he added.

Erdogan arrived yesterday in Doha on his
first official trip to an Arab country since
Ankara’s forces intervened in northeast Syria
last month against Kurdish fighters. During
the visit, Ankara and Doha signed a number
of economic and trade accords and agreed on

enhanced cooperation in projects linked to
the 2022 World Cup which Qatar will host.
Ankara and Doha have grown closer since
Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates,
Bahrain and Egypt cut ties with their former
Gulf ally more than two years ago.

Erdogan’s visit comes at a critical time
amid signs of a possible breakthrough in the
crisis between Qatar and its neighbors - in
what could be pushing Ankara to further bol-
ster its political and economic relations with
Doha. A decision of football teams from the
Saudi-led bloc to play at a tournament in
Qatar was seen to bear messages of a rap-
prochement. The Saudi and UAE squads
arrived yesterday to compete in the Arabian
Gulf tournament in Doha from Nov 26,
despite their nations’ two-year boycott of
Qatar. Bahrain also said it would take part.

The bitter rift between Qatar and the
Saudi-led bloc came over accusations that
Qatar supports extremist groups and wants
closer links with Iran, the archrival of regional
powerhouse Saudi Arabia. Erdogan’s visit to

Qatar was the third trip since the Saudi-led
blockade began in June 2017, which led to
rising Turkish influence in Doha. Erdogan
attended the fifth meeting of the Qatar-
Turkey Higher Strategic Committee at the
invitation of Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad
Al-Thani, the Qatar News Agency reported.

The burgeoning relationship saw Turkey’s
military presence in Qatar increase and Doha
pledge economic support to Ankara during
last year’s currency crisis. Doha declared its
support for Ankara after it launched an offen-
sive on Oct 9 against a Syrian Kurdish militia,
but Arab countries including Saudi Arabia and
Egypt have condemned Turkey’s “aggression”.

Andreas Krieg, a professor at King’s College
London, said the Qataris were put in a “tough
situation” when Turkey launched its operation
against Syrian Kurdish forces, considered by
Ankara to be “terrorists”. “They acknowledged
Turkey’s right to defend itself while disagreeing
about the means and ways used by Ankara in
pursuit of this objective,” he told AFP. 
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KUWAIT: Dr Bader Al-Twayel, Head of the Sustainable Energy Committee at the Kuwait
Society of Engineers, demonstrates the first public charging station for electronic vehi-
cles at the KSE headquarters in Bneid Al-Gar yesterday. —Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

CONSTANTA, Romania: This handout photo shows a capsized livestock transport vessel
in the Midia Black Sea harbor on Sunday. — AFP 

TRIPOLI: Lebanese anti-government protesters burn tyres to block the road leading to
the southern entrance of this northern port city yesterday. — AFP 

NEW DELHI: This handout photograph taken on Oct 29, 2019
and released yesterday shows medics holding a diseased
kidney after a surgery at Sir Ganga Ram Hospital. — AFP 

By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: The Kuwait Society of
Engineers (KSE) launched the first pub-
lic charging station for electronic vehi-
cles at its headquarters in Bneid Al-Gar
yesterday. The station is located in the
parking lot of the society and will oper-
ate 24/7 free of charge. It can charge
up to two vehicles at a time. During the
launch ceremony yesterday, an elec-
tronic vehicle demonstrated the charg-
ing process.  

Dr Bader Al-Twayel, Head of the
Sustainable Energy Committee at KSE,

said this is the first of its kind (public
charging) station for electronic vehicles
in Kuwait. “We hope that soon, more
stations will be available in Kuwait. This
station is available for the public free of
charge,” he told Kuwait Times. 

Twayel is not sure about the exact
number of electronic vehicles in Kuwait
presently. “Currently, two automakers
are selling electronic vehicles -
Chevrolet and BMW, in addition to other
brands that don’t have an agent in
Kuwait. I don’t know how many people
in Kuwait own electronic vehicles, but I
know the number is increasing,” he said.

“As soon as the car plugs into the sta-
tion, it will start receiving power. It takes
electricity from the society. Globally,
there are five kinds of chargers - home
charger, which is slow and takes half a
day to charge; public charger like this 
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PARIS: Luxury behemoth LVMH said yesterday
that it had clinched a deal to buy the storied US jew-
elers Tiffany in a $16.2 billion deal, making the French
firm a power player in fine gems just as demand is
soaring worldwide. The deal comes after LVMH,
already the top luxury firm overall, spent more than a
month wooing Tiffany, one of the world’s most
famous jewelry houses, known for its wedding rings
and diamonds. “It is an emblematic brand, an
American icon that will become a little bit French,”
LVMH’s chief executive Bernard Arnault told AFP. “It
has lots of potential and an incredible history.”
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BUCHAREST: Thousands of sheep
were feared dead yesterday a day after a
vessel overturned off the Romanian
coast, leading to renewed calls for a ban
on the controversial sea transport of
livestock. The Queen Hind, bound for
Saudi Arabia with 14,600 sheep aboard,
capsized on Sunday shortly after leaving
Midia port on the Black Sea in eastern
Romania - no explanation has been giv-
en. The crew of 20 Syrians and one
Lebanese were rescued along with 32
sheep. The rescued sheep have been

taken to a special shelter in Midia.
No one has been able to board the

vessel to check its hold but photos and
video footage distributed by rights
group Animals International showed
dead sheep in the ship and dozens float-
ing in the sea nearby. Rescuers were try-
ing to tow the Palau-flagged vessel back
to the dock, less than a kilometer away,
battling stormy weather and rough seas.

Ana-Maria Stoica of the local rescue
services told AFP workers were trying to
remove the cargo refloat the ship. She said
once this was done, rescuers would be
able to take out the remaining sheep. “We
hope that some of them are still alive,” she
added. Mihaita Gheba, chief of the local
veterinary authority, said the dead sheep
would be burned while surviving ones
would be returned to the breeder.
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Indian doctors 
remove giant 7 kg 
kidney from man 

NEW DELHI: Indian surgeons have cut a kidney weigh-
ing the same as a bowling ball out of a man with a life-
threatening genetic condition, a surgeon said yesterday.
The 7.4 kilogram kidney is one of the biggest ever
removed in an operation. “It was a huge lump that was
occupying half of his abdomen. We knew it was a big kid-
ney but never thought it would be this heavy,” said Sachin
Kathuria, a member of the surgical team, told AFP.

The 56-year-old patient, suffering from autosomal
dominant polycystic kidney disease, underwent the
two-hour operation at the Sir Ganga Ram Hospital in
Delhi last month. A normal kidney weighs about 120 to
150 gm and is 12 cm long. Kathuria said the kidney cut
out from the man was nearly 45 cm long.

Continued on Page 24

BEIRUT: Security forces cleared road
blocks across Lebanon yesterday, facing
off against protesters who took to the
streets despite being attacked overnight
by supporters of the main Shiite groups
Hezbollah and Amal. Demonstrators
demanding a complete government
overhaul have stayed mobilized since
protests began on Oct 17, but a bitterly
divided political class has yet to find a
way out of the crisis. Frustrated by the
stalemate, protesters had called for road
blocks and a general strike yesterday,

but an attack by supporters of allied
parties  Hezbollah and Amal on Sunday
night weakened the turnout.

Political parties “are trying to instill
fear in us as a people, so we don’t
progress and stay at home,” said Dany
Ayyash, 21, who was blocking a key road
in Beirut’s Hamra district. “This is what
happened today. There was supposed to
be a general strike and yet the people are
still at home sleeping.” At around mid-
night on Sunday, backers of Hezbollah
and Amal attacked demonstrators at a
flyover near the capital’s main protest
camp. Brandishing party flags, they
hurled stones at peaceful demonstrators
and taunted them with insults as riot
police deployed to contain the violence.

The attackers also ravaged a nearby
encampment, tearing down tents and 
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