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Nadal-inspired Spain to face 
Canada in Davis Cup final

MADRID: Rafael Nadal inspired Spain into their first
Davis Cup final since 2012 as he teamed up with
Feliciano Lopez to secure a dramatic last-four victory
over Britain in Madrid. The hosts trailed 1-0 after
Lopez’s singles defeat by Kyle Edmund on Saturday,
but Nadal thrashed Dan Evans before partnering Lopez
in a 7-6 (7/3), 7-6 (10/8) win in the deciding doubles
over Jamie Murray and Neal Skupski.

Spain will face Canada in the final after the North
Americans won their semi-final against Russia, which
was also decided in the doubles rubber. “It was a very
special moment for us, a very unique opportunity,” said
the 38-year-old Lopez. “We have a great opportunity
to win this tournament here at home.”

Denis Shapovalov and Vasek Pospisil sent Canada
into their maiden Davis Cup showpiece by edging out
Karen Khachanov and Andrey Rublev. Five-time cham-
pions Spain were indebted to world number one Nadal
for a virtuoso display as the 33-year-old continues his
hunt for a fifth Davis Cup crown, having first lifted the
title himself in 2004.

“This competition is always dramatic, especially with
the new format,” said Nadal. “It’s really, really special.
Thank you to Feli (Lopez) and to the crowd who were
amazing as well.”

Spain lost their last Davis Cup final to the Czech
Republic six years ago. Edmund had earlier justified the
decision of British captain Leon Smith to select him
ahead of three-time Grand Slam champion Andy
Murray by seeing off Lopez 6-3, 7-6 (7/3).

But Nadal swatted aside Evans 6-4, 6-0 to set up
the doubles showdown. Murray and Skupski more than
held their own in the face of a partisan home crowd and
a pumped-up Nadal at the Caja Magica, but saw a
break point come and go in the 11th game of the first
set before losing a tie-break.

The Britons saw four set points pass them by in the

second set, including three in the breaker, with Nadal
saving one by producing an incredible lob on the
stretch. A place in the final was sealed on a second
match point.

“Rafa (Nadal) plays like this from the first round in
every tournament. It’s one of his powers,” said Spain
captain Sergi Bruguera.

Earlier on Saturday, the 20-year-old Shapovalov had
drawn Canada level by beating Khachanov after
Rublev’s win over Pospisil in the opening match. The
Canadian pair then edged out Khachanov and Rublev
in a thrilling deciding-set tie-break.

“I thought both teams played phenomenal,” Canada
captain Frank Dancevic said. “The Russians threw
everything they had at us, it was just a matter of who
came up with the better shots. There was no room for
error today — they went for their shots, went big in the
big moments, and here we are into the final.”

It was their third Davis Cup semi-final, after previ-
ous last-four defeats in 1913 and 2013. “We’ve got a
huge day, a historic day for us tomorrow, and we’re
going to leave it all out there,” said world number 150
Pospisil. Canada secured a 6-3, 3-6, 7-6 (7/5) victory
on their second match point to finish a tie which lasted
six and a half hours. 

Earlier, Shapovalov had seen off Khachanov, Russia’s
leading player in the absence of world number four
Daniil Medvedev due to exhaustion, in a dramatic
match.

The left-handed rising star, who reached his maiden
Masters final in Paris earlier this month, saved three
successive break points while serving for the match.
The in-form Rublev had made it four singles wins from
as many matches this week by brushing aside Pospisil
6-4, 6-4.

Canada have reached the final despite being without
the injured Felix Auger-Aliassime, the world number 22,

with Pospisil stepping up instead.
“I’m at a loss for words,” Shapovalov said. “It’s

incredible how far we’ve come this week, with me and

Vasek playing on a different level. “It’s unbelievable to
see. And to clinch it like this, in the doubles, I wouldn’t
have it any other way.” — AFP

MADRID: Spain’s Rafael Nadal (R) and Spain’s Feliciano Lopez return the ball to Great Britain’s Jamie Murray and
Great Britain’s Neal Skupski during the semi-final doubles tennis match between Great Britain and Spain at the
Davis Cup Madrid Finals 2019 in Madrid. — AFP

Shapovalov and Pospisil sent Canada into their maiden Davis Cup showpiece

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE
Aston Villa v Newcastle United FC 23:00
beIN SPORTS

ITALIAN CALCIO LEAGUE
spal v Genoa CFC 22:45
beIN SPORTS

MANCHESTER: Chelsea’s young side have made
huge strides under Frank Lampard this season but
having opened the scoring and dominated much of
the first half at Manchester City before losing 2-1 on
Saturday they will see it as an opportunity missed.

Chelsea took the lead through N’Golo Kante after
21 minutes after keeping City on the back foot for
most of the opening exchanges, with Jorginho and
Mateo Kovacic controlling proceedings from mid-
field. The visitors missed several chances to double
their lead but were left to rue the inability to make
their pressure count as a deflected Kevin De Bruyne
strike got City back into the contest, before Riyad
Mahrez scored what proved to be the winner.

The fact that City finished the match with less
possession (46.7%) — the lowest recorded by a side
managed by Pep Guardiola in any of his 381 games as
a top-flight coach — than Chelsea shows the Blues
more than matched the champions.

But it was not the first time Chelsea have tasted
defeat this season in a match they could, and possibly
should, have taken something from. Their 4-0 loss to
Manchester United at Old Trafford on the opening
day of the season would normally suggest an inept
showing but Chelsea had more shots than the hosts,
hitting the bar and post in the first half, and again
more possession.

In their other league defeat, a 2-1 home reverse
against Liverpool in September, Chelsea had double
the efforts on goal of their opponents, but again came
up just short.

“We had relative control of the game at 1-0,”
Chelsea manager Frank Lampard said after
Saturday’s match at the Etihad. “We were playing
well, and throughout the game there were lots of
positives, but we lost the game and it shows you that
the finer details in these big games, in both boxes,
can decide these ones.

“These teams, Liverpool and City, have been get-
ting results as they work hard and get those finer
details right in these games.” Chelsea’s campaign in
Lampard’s first season as a Premier League manager
has to be judged a success so far as they came into
the City game in third place having been unable to
sign any players in the close season because of a
FIFA transfer ban.

Yet, as Lampard knows, to match the likes of City
and leaders Liverpool, his Chelsea side have to learn
from these kind of defeats and ensure they get
results, not just impressive performances, against the
best the Premier League has to offer. — Reuters

Chelsea’s fine
performance 
at City fails to
produce points

CHARLOTTE: Zach LaVine drilled a 3-pointer with 0.8
seconds remaining off a Coby White steal to cap a
career-high 49-point night and help visiting Chicago
rally past Charlotte. LaVine set a Bulls franchise record
with a career-best 13 treys, as Chicago shot 22-for-47
(46.8 percent) from deep. Charlotte led 110-102 with
45.4 seconds left but was unable to hold on en route to
its fourth straight defeat. After Tomas Satoransky hit a
3-pointer with eight seconds left to cut the deficit to
115-113, the Bulls overwhelmed Devonte’ Graham on the
ensuing inbounds pass. White slapped the ball to
LaVine, who dribbled behind the 3-point line, turned
and sunk a fade-away jumper. 

BUCKS 104, PISTONS 90
Giannis Antetokounmpo had 28 points and 10

rebounds, and streaking Milwaukee continued its domi-
nance over Detroit. Wesley Matthews contributed 13
points, Eric Bledsoe tossed in 11 and George Hill
chipped in nine for the host Bucks, who pulled away in
the final quarter to stretch their winning streak to seven
games. Reserve Sterling Brown had seven points and
grabbed 10 rebounds. Milwaukee swept the four-game
regular-season series and a best-of-seven playoff
series against Detroit last season.

RAPTORS 119, HAWKS 116
Pascal Siakam scored 12 of his game-high 34 points

in the final 6 1/2 minutes to help visiting Toronto hold
off the upset-minded Hawks. The Raptors led 112-100
with 1:59 remaining but Atlanta fought back and cut the
lead to 118-116 on De’Andre Hunter’s 3-pointer with
11.5 seconds left. Toronto’s Rondae Hollis-Jefferson was
fouled and made one of two free throws with 4.5 sec-
onds left, giving the Hawks a final chance to tie. But
Atlanta’s Trae Young missed a 3-pointer at the buzzer.
PACERS 

111, MAGIC 106
Aaron Holiday bombed in a tie-breaking 3-pointer

with 8.7 seconds remaining, giving host Indiana a vic-
tory over Orlando in a battle of injury-plagued teams.
Domantas Sabonis went for 25 points for the Pacers,
who managed to open a four-game homestand with a
win despite missing Malcolm Brogdon, a pregame
scratch because of a bad back, and Victor Oladipo, who
is still rehabbing a knee injury. The Magic lost for a
second straight time on a four-game trip after learning
earlier in the day that they’d lost Nikola Vucevic for at
least a week with a severely sprained right ankle. 

SPURS 111, KNICKS 104
LaMarcus Aldridge scored 23 points as San Antonio

Spurs snapped an eight-game losing skid with a victory
over host New York in Madison Square Garden. DeMar
DeRozan collected 21 points and nine rebounds and
Patty Mills sank all five of his 3-point attempts to high-
light his 17-point performance for the Spurs, who end-
ed their worst slide since the 1996-97 season. Jakob
Poeltl had 11 points and 10 rebounds as San Antonio
posted its first win since a 121-112 victory against
Oklahoma City on Nov. 7.

SUNS 100, TIMBERWOLVES 98
Devin Booker scored 27 of his 35 points in the sec-

ond half and finished one assist short of his first career
triple-double (he added 12 rebounds and nine assists)
as Phoenix broke a season-long three-game losing
streak with a narrow victory over Minnesota in
Minneapolis. Kelly Oubre Jr. had 25 points, 11 rebounds
and three 3-pointers, and Frank Kaminsky had nine
points on three 3-pointers while making his third
straight start. 

SIXERS 113, HEAT 86
Josh Richardson hit six 3-pointers and scored a sea-

son-high 32 points in his first game against his former
team as host Philadelphia routed Miami. Richardson
returned after missing the last two games with a right
hip flexor strain to shoot 11 for 15. Joel Embiid had 23
points and 11 rebounds, Tobias Harris scored 19 points
and Al Horford had 16. The Sixers have won four in a
row and improved to 7-0 at home. Tyler Herro led the
Heat with 20 points, Goran Dragic added 18, Bam
Adebayo contributed 12 and Jimmy Butler had 11 on 4-
for-13 shooting.

LAKERS 109, GRIZZLIES 108
LeBron James scored 30 points, leading visiting Los

Angeles to a victory over Memphis. Anthony Davis
added 22 points, five blocks and three steals for the
Lakers, who captured their seventh straight victory.
Rajon Rondo had 14 points and six assists. Ja Morant
led Memphis with 26 points, five steals and six assists,
while Jae Crowder scored 21 points. Jaren Jackson Jr.
finished with 20 points and seven boards. The Grizzlies
dropped their third in a row.—Reuters

MONTREAL: Jacob Trouba scored the game-winning
goal midway through the third period to break a 5-5 tie,
and the visiting New York Rangers rallied from a 4-0
deficit to defeat the Montreal Canadiens, 6-5, on Saturday
night. Trouba fired a wrist shot from the right point that
dribbled past a screened Carey Price and inside the right
post for his third goal of the season. It marked the first
time since Dec. 26, 1991, against the Washington Capitals
that the Rangers won a game that they trailed by four or
more goals. Brendan Lemieux scored two goals, and
Trouba and Artemi Panarin each had a goal and an assist
for New York. 

SHARKS 2, ISLANDERS 1 (OT)
Logan Couture scored the overtime winner for the sec-

ond straight outing as host San Jose handed New York a
rare setback. Though the Islanders fell, they continued
their point-collecting run that began with the fifth game of
the season. New York has gone 17 games without losing in
regulation time, posting a 15-0-2 record in that span.
Goaltender Martin Jones made 27 saves for the Sharks,
who have won eight of nine games. Couture converted a
play with Evander Kane halfway through the overtime
frame for his fifth goal of the season. Couture beat Vegas
in overtime on Thursday.

BRUINS 5, WILD 4 (OT)
Torey Krug scored the game winner in overtime as

Boston rallied from two goals down late in the third
period to beat visiting Minnesota. David Krejci scored
twice with the goalie pulled in the final 1:55 to force
overtime. Jake DeBrusk and Brad Marchand also
scored, as the Bruins won for the fourth time in five
games and extended their season-opening streak of
picking up at least one point at home to 13 games (9-0-
4). Patrice Bergeron had four assists, and Tuukka Rask
stopped 32 shots for Boston. Jason Zucker, Victor Rask,
Eric Staal and Kevin Fiala scored for the Wild, who

extended their points streak to five games (3-0-2).

OILERS 4, GOLDEN KNIGHTS 2
Connor McDavid scored two goals to extend his points

streak to 10 games, and Leon Draisaitl had three assists to
lead Edmonton to victory in Las Vegas. Draisaitl broke a
tie with McDavid for the NHL lead for points (47) and
assists (31), while the Oilers remained three points ahead
of Arizona for first place in the Pacific Division. The red-
hot McDavid has scored 12 goals to go with 11 assists dur-
ing his 10-game scoring streak. Ethan Bear and Markus
Granlund also scored goals, and Zack Kassian added two
assists for Edmonton. Cody Eakin and Shea Theodore both
scored goals for the Golden Knights, who lost their second
straight game and for the seventh time in their last nine.
Marc-Andre Fleury finished with 27 saves.

COYOTES 3, KINGS 2
Phil Kessel, Lawson Crouse and Christian Fischer

scored goals as visiting Arizona ended Los Angeles’ five-
game home winning streak with a victory. Goalie Antti
Raanta made 43 saves as the Coyotes won for the fifth
time in their last seven games and defeated the Kings for
the second time in five days. It was Arizona’s ninth victory
over Los Angeles in the last 13 meetings between the
teams. Anze Kopitar and Nikolai Prokhorkin scored goals
for the Kings, who lost despite having a 45-19 shots-on-
goal advantage. Los Angeles was defeated in its own
building for the first time in November and is now 7-5-0 at
home this season.

PREDATORS 4, BLUES 2
Juuse Saros stopped 24 of 26 shots, as visiting

Nashville beat St. Louis to snap a six-game losing streak.
Filip Forsberg, Mattias Ekholm, Colton Sissons and Calle
Jarnkrok scored for the Predators, who prevailed for just
the second time in their last 10 games. Saros won for the
second time in eight starts this season. Viktor Arvidsson
exited the game after absorbing two cross-checks from
defenseman Robert Bortuzzo. The Blues suffered just their
fifth regulation loss in 24 games. 

MAPLE LEAFS 5, AVALANCHE 3
Auston Matthews and Tyson Barrie had a goal and an

assist each, Nicholas Shore, Kasperi Kapanen and Zach
Hyman also scored, and Toronto beat Colorado in Denver.
Frederik Andersen stopped 34 shots to help new coach

Sheldon Keefe improve to 2-0 since taking over for the
fired Mike Babcock earlier in the week. Nathan
MacKinnon, Andre Burakovsky and Valeri Nichushkin
scored goals, and Nazem Kadri had two assists against his
former team. Pavel Francouz made 12 saves for Colorado in
his return from a concussion. He relieved starter Philipp
Grubauer, who allowed four goals on 15 shots.

LIGHTNING 6, DUCKS 2
Brayden Point scored two goals, Nikita Kucherov and

Anthony Cirelli each had a goal and assist, and Tampa Bay
defeated visiting Anaheim. Victor Hedman had two assists,
and Andrei Vasilevskiy made 36 saves for the Lightning,
who played without leading scorer Steven Stamkos (low-
er-body injury). Hedman and Alex Killorn both extended
their point streaks to seven games, matching the longest of
their NHL careers. Derek Grant scored short-handed,
Rickard Rakell also tallied and Ryan Miller made 21 saves
in his sixth start of the season for Anaheim, which dropped
to 1-5-3 in the past nine games.

CANUCKS 2, CAPITALS 1 (SO)
Captain Bo Horvat scored in the seventh round of the

shootout to lift the visiting Vancouver over Washington in
an afternoon game. Neither team scored in the shootout
until Horvat beat Washington goalie Braden Holtby (32
saves) in the seventh round. It was the fourth shootout
goal of Horvat’s career, with each serving as the game-
winning tally. The Capitals thought they had scored in the
fifth round when Lars Eller beat Vancouver goalie Jacob
Markstrom (32 saves) with a shot. However, the officials
reviewed the play and ruled that the puck hit the crossbar
and did not go over the line.

JETS 4, BLUE JACKETS 3
Andrew Copp scored with less than two minutes

remaining, and host Winnipeg beat Columbus in a roller
coaster of a game. With overtime looming, Columbus
goaltender Elvis Merzlikins tried to pass the puck to a
teammate, but Copp knocked it down and sent a shot
that ricocheted off a defender and into the net with 1:54
remaining in regulation t ime. Connor Hel lebuyck
stopped all five shots he faced in a relief appearance to
record the win for Winnipeg. Starting Jets goalie
Laurent Brossoit left the game before the midway point
of the third period due to an apparent injury, having
stopped 27 of 30 shots. —Reuters

LaVine caps career 
night with winning 3

Rangers rally
from four down
to sink Habs


