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does not stipulate the need for the attendance of
ministers for the sessions to be in line with the constitu-
tion. The issue remains highly controversial and the
Assembly is not expected to meet.

Meanwhile, the Kuwait Teachers Society (KTS) and
Kuwait University teaching staff syndicate jointly sent a
letter to HH the PM Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah
urging him not to retain Hamed Al-Azmi as minister of
education in the new Cabinet, as his tenure has been
the “worst ever”, according to the letter. The letter
called for appointing the most suitable person instead
and explained that Azmi’s tenure was dominated by
chaos, favoritism and failure in educational develop-
ment issues. The letter said Azmi’s decisions and poli-
cies were contradictory and led to a state of instability
without any well-studied visions or plans. 
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At least 15 protesters were wounded, police and
medical sources said.

In the oil-rich southern city of Basra, demonstrators
blocked main roads, including those leading to the
ports of Umm Qasr and Khor al-Zubair. Clashes also
pitted protesters against security forces overnight in
Karbala, one of Iraq’s two Shiite holy cities. The two
sides lobbed Molotov cocktails at each other from
behind barricades set up in small alleyways. “They’re
throwing Molotov cocktails at us and at midnight they
started shooting live rounds,” one demonstrator said
about the security forces.

In the night-time clashes, the streets were lit only by
fires from the makeshift incendiary weapons, and by
green laser pointers used by demonstrators to harass

riot police. “Our demands are clear,” said a demonstra-
tor, his face wrapped in a black scarf.  “The downfall of
this corrupt government.”

Iraq is the 12th most corrupt country in the world,
says Transparency International, a key driver of the
popular anger behind the mass protests. The activists
accuse elites of awarding public sector jobs based on
bribes, nepotism or sectarianism, while ignoring a
painful youth unemployment rate of 25 percent. Iraq’s
cabinet is currently discussing the 2020 budget before
it is submitted to parliament and government sources
say it is expected to be one of the country’s largest yet. 

Yesterday’s violence came a day after the surprise
visit of US Vice President Mike Pence to Iraq, where he
dropped in on American troops stationed in the coun-
try’s west and met top leaders in the Kurdish region in
the north. He did not, however, meet officials in Baghdad,
with officials citing “security reasons”. Washington and
Baghdad have been close allies since the US-led 2003
invasion that toppled ex-dictator Saddam Hussein, but
ties are now at their coldest in years, officials from both
countries have said. — Agencies 
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After nightfall yesterday, hundreds gathered in
protest centers in Beirut, the northern city of Tripoli
and in Tyre.

In Beirut’s Martyrs’ Square, hundreds of women and
men demanded their rights, some waving the national
red and white flag or chanting “Revolution, Revolution!”
Lebanon’s protests have brought together people of all
ages from across the political spectrum, tired of what

they describe as sectarian politics three decades after a
civil war. In the latest show of unity, a festive mood had
reigned in the afternoon as Lebanese came together in
public spaces across the country on the second day of
the weekend.

North of the capital women prepared traditional sal-
ads to share, while a group of men danced on the beach
south of the city, state television footage showed. The
demonstrators managed to bring down the government
less than two weeks into the protests, but it remains in a
caretaker capacity and no new cabinet has since been
formed. The Free Patriotic Movement party that Aoun
founded is now led by his son-in-law, outgoing foreign
minister Gibran Bassil, one of the most reviled figures in
the protests. — AFP 

Lebanon detains 
youths for...

A laborer arranges tomatoes in crates at a market in Lahore yesterday. —  AFP 
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impulsive response to her repeated criticism of his
drug war.

Amnesty International said Rodredo’s proposals to
reform the initiative were never given a real chance. “In
only a few weeks, Vice President Robredo was able to
confront the government with the staggering scale of
its own crimes,” Executive Director Butch Olano said in
a statement. “That is why she was sacked,” he added.

Duterte took issue Tuesday with Robredo’s meeting
US embassy and United Nations drug experts. “I do
not trust her,” Duterte told reporters, calling her a
“scatterbrain” who could inadvertently share sensitive
security matters with outsiders. After the public
tongue-lashing, Robredo said the president should fire

her if she didn’t have his trust. Robredo, who was elect-
ed separately from the president, surprisingly accepted
on Nov 6 Duterte’s offer of the post despite warning it
was a trap.

Critics said the appointment was never a legitimate
effort to include her. “From the start Robredo was set up
to fail,” said opposition lawmaker Edcel Lagman. “The
President cannot allow her to succeed... where he himself
has failed.” Duterte had previously derided the capability
of Robredo to lead the country - which she would have
to do if the president dies or cannot function.

The drug war is overwhelmingly backed by Filipinos,
but critics allege it is a war on the urban poor with the
side effect of unleashing a rush of killings linked to
everything from personal disputes to political rivalries.
Police say they have killed just over 5,500 alleged deal-
ers and users who fought back during arrest, but
watchdogs say the true toll is at least four times higher.
International Criminal Court prosecutors have launched
a preliminary probe of the killing, and the UN’s top
rights body voted in favor an in-depth review.  — AFP 
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DUBAI: The United Arab Emirates, which sent its first
astronaut into space this year and has plans to launch a
probe to Mars, is looking at other new frontiers - space
tourism and mining. But first, says the chief of the
Emirates Space Agency, there needs to be regulation.
Within a few months the UAE will enact its first space
law, he said, designed to attract investment and regulate
the activities and services of companies operating in
the country. “It was approved by the government and
now is in its final stage of issuing,” the space agency’s
director general Mohammed Al-Ahbabi told AFP.  

The UAE, whose colossal skyscrapers and mega-
projects put it on the world map, hopes otherworldly
new industries could be the key to its economic future.
The country already has the most diverse economy in

the oil-reliant Gulf, but the once-booming property,
tourism and trade sectors that have made it a regional
powerhouse have sagged in recent years. So now it is
looking beyond Earth itself, with typically grand ambi-
tions for a country whose cities rise out of the desert.

The new law, drafted by the agency, would address
future space tourism or mining projects. “We think it’s
going to come to (fruition) within the next 10 years,”
Ahbabi said of the sector. “There is no project today
because the technology is not yet there, but we’re looking
ahead of time and putting together those regulations.” 

In March, the space agency signed a memorandum
of understanding with Richard Branson’s space tourism
company Virgin Galactic for cooperation on various
plans, including potential tourism flights. “We look for-

ward to working with the UAE Space Agency and other
partners in the UAE,” Virgin Galactic CEO George
Whitesides said at the time. The new law will also regu-
late UAE-developed satellites to make sure they adhere
to international space treaties. “This is a legal docu-
ment to regulate the space industry... for example reg-
istering your satellite and making sure you have the
proper licensing,” Ahbabi said.

Ahbabi said the UAE has 10 functioning satellites in
orbit and plans to launch another eight in the next few
years. The existing satellites, he said, were under the juris-
diction of other government entities, including the telecom-
munications authority and the finance ministry. “But now
we’re transferring all the data to the space agency,” he said.
The UAE launched its national space strategy earlier this

year, setting out a framework for its activities in the sector
over the next decade. In September it celebrated the mile-
stone of sending the first Emirati into space. Hazza Al-
Mansouri was part of a three-member crew that blasted
off on a Soyuz rocket from the Baikonur space center in
Kazakhstan. He returned home to a hero’s welcome after
an eight-day mission in which he became the first Arab to
visit the International Space Station, where he took part in
scientific experiments including a time-perception study.

In 2020, the UAE aims to become the first Arab country
to launch an unmanned probe, named Hope, which will
travel to Mars before returning to Earth the following year.
The UAE is also planning to build a “Science City” to repli-
cate conditions on Mars, where it hopes to build a human
settlement by 2117. —AFP 

UAE eyes new space tourism, mining frontiers 

WASHINGTON: Democratic US lawmakers have begun the
next step in the impeachment inquiry into President Donald
Trump - writing a report on their findings - but still could
take more testimony and hold additional hearings, the chair-
man of the House of Representatives Intelligence Committee
said yesterday.

Representative Adam Schiff, whose committee is leading
the inquiry that threatens Trump’s presidency, said the pan-
el has started work on the report after two weeks of public
hearings with testimony from current and former US offi-
cials. The panel has held five public hearings and has no
more scheduled.

The report is an important step toward a possible vote in
the Democratic-led House on articles of impeachment - for-
mal charges - against the Republican president. If those are
approved, the Senate, controlled by Republicans, would then
hold a trial on whether to convict Trump and remove him
from office. Republicans have shown little inclination toward
removing Trump, who is seeking re-election in 2020.

The inquiry centers on a July 25 phone call in which
Trump asked Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy to
investigate political rival Joe Biden and his son Hunter Biden
as well as a discredited conspiracy theory promoted by
Trump that Ukraine, not Russia, interfered in the 2016 US
presidential election. Hunter Biden had worked for Burisma, a
Ukrainian energy company.

“We don’t foreclose the possibility of more depositions,
more hearings. We are in the process of getting more docu-
ments all the time. So that investigative work is being done,”
Schiff said on CNN’s “State of the Union”. “What we’re not
prepared to do is wait months and months while the adminis-
tration plays a game of ‘rope a dope’ in an effort to try to stall.
We’re not willing to go down that road.” Schiff said.

Democrats have accused Trump of abusing his power by
pressuring a vulnerable US ally to interfere in an American
election by digging up dirt on his domestic political oppo-
nents. Biden is a leading contender for the Democratic nom-
ination to face Trump in the Nov 2020 election. With the
first party nominating contests set for February, “there’s an
urgency to make sure the election and the ballot box have
integrity,” Democratic Representative Eric Swalwell, an
Intelligence Committee member, told the “Fox News
Sunday” program.

Trump’s administration has refused to provide documents
requested by House Democrats and blocked witnesses from
testifying, including Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, former
national security adviser John Bolton and acting White House
Chief of Staff Mick Mulvaney. The president’s personal
lawyer, Rudy Giuliani, also has refused to cooperate. Bolton
and other officials have sought court rulings on whether they
should comply with a congressional subpoena or honor the
Trump administration’s order not to testify, a process that
could take months.

Republicans defend Trump
Trump has said he did nothing wrong and dismisses the

inquiry as politically motivated. Many Republicans in
Congress have rallied to his defense and assailed the
Democrats leading the inquiry. There were “no impeachable
offenses” and no direct evidence against the president,
Representative Elise Stefanik, a Republican Intelligence
Committee member, told the Fox News program “Sunday
Morning Futures”.

Schiff said the committee is learning more every day but
the evidence already collected is so “overwhelming and
uncontested” that Democratic lawmakers decided to begin
writing a report on the findings for transmission to the House
Judiciary Committee, which would draft any articles of
impeachment. “Even as we compile this report, even as we
submit evidence to the Judiciary Committee, we’re going to
continue our investigation,” Schiff said on NBC’s “Meet the
Press” program.

The Judiciary Committee could conduct more proceed-
ings if needed, including hearings, that allow Trump and his
counsel to participate. The panel would draft any articles of
impeachment against Trump before they would go to the full
House for a vote. Democrats also are looking into whether
Trump’s decision to withhold $391 million in security aid to
Ukraine was intended to pressure Kiev into conducting the
two investigations that could benefit Trump politically.

The money - approved by the US Congress to help
Ukraine combat Russia-backed separatists in the eastern part
of the country - was later provided to Kiev in September
after the controversy had spilled into public view. Schiff said
his committee has been in touch with federal prosecutors in
Manhattan about the possibility of getting witness testimony
from Lev Parnas, an indicted Ukrainian-American business-
man who has ties to Giuliani.

Parnas, who has already been subpoenaed for docu-
ments, had worked with Giuliani at a time when Trump’s
lawyer was pushing for Ukraine to conduct the two investi-
gations. A lawyer for Parnas has said he would comply with
the document request and is willing to appear before the
House panel.  — Reuters 
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VENICE: A person carries another across a flooded arcade yesterday during a high tide ‘Acqua Alta’ meteorological
phenomenon with a high of 140 cm expected. —AFP 


