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Maltese businessman Fenech seeks 
pardon in return for murder info 

Economy minister briefly questioned over the investigation
VALLETTA: Prominent businessman Yorgen Fenech,
arrested by Malta police as a person of interest in the
murder of an anti-corruption journalist, has asked for a
pardon in return for information about the case, police
sources said on Saturday. He is the second man to seek a
pardon after Melvin Theuma, under arrest on suspicion of
having been a middleman in the murder, made a similar
request earlier in the week. Prime Minister Joseph Muscat
has already agreed to give a pardon to Theuma if he gives
full information that could be used in court.

Daphne Caruana Galizia was killed by a car bomb on
Oct 16, 2017 and three men are awaiting trial accused of
having set off the bomb, but police have yet to identify
who commissioned the murder. Fenech was intercepted on
his yacht as he tried to leave Malta on Nov 20, shortly
after news of Theuma’s arrest was made public. Maltese
Economy Minister Christian Cardona was briefly ques-
tioned on Saturday in connection with the murder investi-
gation, an official source close to the minister told Reuters.

The Economy Ministry later said in a statement, “Chris
Cardona was asked to provide some clarifications, includ-
ing on speculations that were made about him in the past.”
It made no comment on the nature of the speculations.
Cardona had been a frequent target of Caruana Galizia’s
blog posts, and had sued her after she accused him of vis-
iting a brothel while on official business abroad. He has
always denied the accusation.

Maltese media reported that Theuma had incriminating

recordings about the murder in his possession and that
these had now been handed to a magistrate. The police
have not confirmed the reports. Lawyers for Theuma and
Fenech have not yet made any official comment on the
case. Caruana Galizia’s family have asked Muscat to dis-
tance himself from the investigation due to a potential
conflict of interest in view of Fenech’s links to the prime
minister’s chief of staff Keith Schembri and Tourism
Minister Konrad Mizzi.

Muscat rejected suggestions on Friday that he should
not be the person who decides on pardons in the case. “It
is obvious I do not shelter anyone, I will do whatever is
necessary, when it is necessary,” Muscat said. A Reuters
investigations last year revealed that Fenech was the own-
er of a mystery Dubai company called 17 Black which
emails named as one of two sources of income for secret
Panama companies set up for Schembri and Mizzi.

Mizzi had been energy minister when a power station
contract was awarded to a group led by Fenech. It is not
known whether any funds actually changed hands. Mizzi
and Schembri have always denied wrongdoing and Muscat
has repeatedly resisted calls for their dismissal. “The prime
minister has no place anywhere near the investigation and
we trust that he will now distance himself from it” Caruana
Galizia’s family said in a statement on Friday. “Too many
people have worked too hard for too long for justice. The
prime minister should not derail, in one final attempt, full
justice for our wife and mother,” they added. — Reuters

VALLETTA: Protesters hold up placards and pictures of the late journalist Daphne Caruana Galizia as they gather
outside the prime minister’s office in Valletta, Malta. — AFP 

Tanzania holds local 
elections, without 
opposition 
DAR ES SALAAM: Tanzania yesterday held local gov-
ernment elections, viewed as a test case ahead of
national polls next year, with the main opposition party
boycotting the ballot citing violence and intimidation.
The long-ruling Chama Cha Mapinduzi (CCM) party of
President John Magufuli is therefore set to sweep the
board. The nationwide polls, with over 19 million regis-
tered voters, elect the lowest rung of local government
leaders. The posts, for the chair of villages and streets,
are critical for organizing public meetings and mobiliz-
ing grass-root support campaigning.

They hold considerable power. Elderly people in
Tanzania do not pay for medical services, but need to
have the endorsement from a local leader to access it.
Chadema, the main opposition party, said in November
it would not be taking part because its candidates were
too fearful, or were disqualified from running by strin-
gent rules they say were used to block them. Five other
smaller parties have also joined the boycott.

‘De facto one-party system’ 
Chadema say their activists have been kidnapped

and beaten, and at least one has blamed authorities for
an attack in 2017, which saw him shot multiple times.
Several have disappeared and turned up murdered. “Our
party believes it is wiser not to support such electoral
cheating,” Chadema president Freeman Mbowe said in
November. “To continue to participate in elections of
this kind is to legitimize illegality.”

In the economic capital Dar es Salaam, many poll

centers were closed because the CCM candidate stood
unopposed, and was therefore automatically elected,
an AFP reporter said. Three out of Tanzania’s 26 main-
land regions - Katavi, Ruvuma and Tanga - will not
hold polls at all due to the opposition boycott. In a few
voting stations, candidates from small opposition par-
ties are standing. Rights groups say the intimidation of
political opponents has escalated sharply under
Magufuli, a strongman elected in 2015 whose adminis-
tration has wielded wide-ranging laws to silence gov-
ernment critics.

Political analysts say the vote offers a preview of the
bigger polls set for 2020. “The sign of rain is clouds,”
said Deus Kibamba, head of the Tanzania Citizens’
Information Bureau, a research think-tank. “To me, what
happens in the local elections is a picture of the general
election.” Magufuli, who is expected to run for another
five-year term in 2020, has overseen a democratic back-
slide in Tanzania, according to Human Rights Watch and
Amnesty International.

Free media has been cowed by draconian cybercrime
laws, critical newspapers and bloggers have been
silenced, and opposition activists harassed unlawfully,
the rights groups say. “This so-called multiparty system
in which people are beaten, thrown in jail or killed for
their opinions is worse than a one-party state,” said
Elizeus Yanga, a high school teacher from the north-
western Mwanza region. “Magufuli has done everything
to make Tanzania a de facto one-party system.”

In the last local elections, in 2014, Magufuli’s CCM
took almost three-quarters of the more than 12,000
posts. Chadema won 15 percent. “Why is there this mis-
treatment of opposition parties, which are already
weak?” Kibamba questioned, saying that the ruling par-
ty would still dominate in free and fair polls. “The oppo-
sition has been banned from rallies and other political
activities in the last four years,” Kibamba added.
Preliminary results are due today. — AFP 

US woman fights 
charge of going 
topless at home 
WASHINGTON: A Utah woman who stripped to her waist
while working in her own home is fighting multiple counts
of lewdness that could lead to a jail term and placement on
a sex offender registry. Tilli Buchanan, who is 27, says she
and her husband were doing renovation work in their
garage when plaster dust prompted both to remove their
upper garments, according to a letter from her lawyer,
David Lane, to state prosecutors.

When her three stepchildren-aged nine, 10 and 13 -
saw them, they expressed shock. Buchanan told them that
as a feminist she believed that she had as much right as her
husband to go topless. But word of the incident reached
the children’s birth mother-who considered the incident

“alarming”-and eventually came to the attention of social
services workers investigating a different matter, the Salt
Lake Tribune reported.

That led to the filing of three charges of lewdness in
front of children against Buchanan, leaving her facing a
possible year in prison and 10 years on the sex-offenders
registry. Being on that registry has debilitating effects,
restricting areas where one can live, harming employment
prospects and raising the possibility of losing custody of
one’s children. Buchanan’s lawyer is demanding that the
charges be dropped and her record expunged. In a letter
to prosecutors he gave them until the end of next week
to respond. 

“Because Tilli Buchanan is a woman,” Lane’s letter
states, “her bare chest is censured as being inherently
pornographic and perverse, while her husband’s bare
chest is celebrated as an emblem of strength and pride.”
“Tilli Buchanan is being singled out for prosecution
solely on the basis of sex.” The judge in the case has said
a ruling will not come before early next year. Utah is
regularly ranked as one of the most conservative states
in the US. — AFP 

Namibia first female 
candidate vows to 
‘restore dignity’
WINDHOEK: Calm and confident, Esther Muinjangue,
Namibia’s first woman to run for president, says she feels a
“wind of change” softly blowing through the southwest
African country which goes to the polls on Wednesday.
From her modest home in a quiet suburb of the capital
Windhoek, Muinjangue spoke to AFP about her bid to
“restore dignity” to the country’s 2.45 million inhabitants -
struggling through an economic recession after nearly 30
years of independence from South Africa. “You hear a lot
of people complaining about the (ruling) SWAPO-led gov-
ernment,” she said on Saturday, before heading into the
final day of campaigning for her National Unity
Democratic Organisation (NUDO) party.

“There was apathy among the youth,” added the 57-
year-old former social worker. “But now you see at every
rally... more and more young people coming on board.”
Namibia’s South West Africa People’s Organisation
(SWAPO) has remained in power since its founder Sam
Nujoma won the first democratic election in 1990, after
decades of guerrilla war against colonial rule. But
President Hage Geingob, elected in 2014, has faced
increasing disgruntlement amid SWAPO’s inability to
redistribute wealth to the majority black population.

‘Empty glass’
Namibia “was like a full glass of water,” said

Muinjangue, but “the first president brought it down half,
the second drank further” “So when Hage took over we
were already in the mess that we are in today.” Despite
vast mineral wealth, abundant fish reserves and a growing
tourist industry, Namibia remains the world’s second most
unequal country after South Africa, according to the
World Bank. Low commodity prices and drought caused
the economy to slump in 2016, and Geingob has come
under fire for expanding his cabinet at the expense of oth-
er sectors. Muinjangue is campaigning on a promise to cull
the bloated government and invest more in education,
health and affordable housing. She said Namibia has
resources to take care of its needs, but corruption has tak-
en root. “Top leaders... are selling the land, they are selling
the country, they are selling mines to foreigners.” NUDO
won just two percent of the vote in 2014, when SWAPO’s
Geingob swept to victory with more than 87 percent. But
Muinjangue was confident her party would perform better
this time and that disgruntlement with the regime could
drive more voters towards the opposition and break
SWAPO’s two-thirds parliamentary majority.

‘Expecting miracles’  
“We are expecting a lot of miracles to happen this

year,” said Muinjangue. As a member of Namibia’s minori-
ty Herero group and daughter of an exiled politician,
Muinjangue learnt to challenge the status quo against a
backdrop of tradition. “I have never been conforming to
the norms of my community,” she said, describing it as an
environment “where women are expected to have their
places in the kitchen”. Wearing a traditional Herero dress,
Muinjangue spoke of women’s empowerment, gay rights
and legalizing abortion in Namibia. Her ascent to the
NUDO presidency touched off a “paradigm shift” that
prompted members of the majority Herero party to ques-
tion “their old way of thinking”.

‘Same as the Holocaust’ 
Aside her new role as party leader, Muinjangue contin-

ues to fight for reparations for the German-led slaughter
of thousands of Herero and Nama people who rose up
against colonial rule in 1904-08. Germany - which con-
trolled Namibia before South Africa took over in 1915 -
has so far failed to officially apologize for the massacre
and refused to pay any compensation. Muinjangue, whose
grand-father was “the product of a German soldier” and a
Herero woman, said the case deserves “exactly the same”
treatment as the Holocaust.

She blasted SWAPO for being soft-handed in its nego-
tiations with Germany. While Germany formally handed
back Herero and Nama remains to Namibia in 2018, it
maintains bilateral aid makes up for compensation. “Being
a social worker, social work is a value-based profession,
and one value of social work is social justice. “So for me
it’s more about social justice. It’s more about why is the
German government treating our issue different from the
issue of the holocaust - which is exactly the same.” — AFP 

WINDHOEK: Namibian party National Unity Democratic
Organization (NUDO) presidential candidate Esther Utjiua
Muinjangue addresses her supporters during a presiden-
tial campaign rally at the UN plaza in Windhoek. — AFP 

Business executives 
caught up in Spain’s 
spy tapes scandal
MADRID: Top Spanish executives have come under
scrutiny following a string of leaked recordings as a
scandal triggered by a “blackmailer” policeman that has
shaken the country’s elite seeped into the business world.
Government ministers and the royal family have been
embarrassed in recent years by covert recordings made
by retired police chief Jose Manuel Villarejo, who is now
behind bars awaiting trial over decades of alleged dirty
work for firms or rich individuals. The scandal has
recently ensnared the leaders of Spain’s biggest compa-
nies, starting with Francisco Gonzalez, long-time chair-
man of BBVA, who is accused of hiring Villarejo in 2004
to spy on rivals to halt a takeover bid by construction
firm Sacyr.

Gonzalez, who retired late last year and also stepped
down as the bank’s honorary chairman in March, is one of
10 BBVA officials under investigation as part of the probe.
BBVA, Spain’s second-largest bank, is also under formal
investigation. Accused of corruption and unlawful disclo-
sure of secrets, Gonzalez testified Monday at a Madrid
court as part of the probe, later telling reporters that the
bank and its management had always acted with “integrity”.

Iberdrola and ACS 
Further covertly-recorded conversations leaked to the

press this week have turned the spotlight on Ignacio
Galan, chief executive of Spain’s top energy firm,
Iberdrola. According to details published Monday in two
online newspapers, Galan allegedly used Villarejo’s serv-
ices around 2009 to gather compromising personal
information on Real Madrid boss Florentino Perez, who

also heads construction giant ACS.  The suspected aim
was to stop ACS from mounting a hostile takeover of
Iberdrola. Perez immediately vowed to take legal action
against those responsible for the alleged spying, including
the “president of Iberdrola and members of his
entourage”. At the same time, ACS said board member
Manuel Delgado had resigned. The firm did not say why
but one of the leaked recordings included a compromising
conversation, allegedly between Delgado and Villarejo.

Following an internal inquiry, Iberdrola in October
acknowledged that between 2004 and 2017, it had on 17
different occasions used the services of Cenyt, a busi-
ness company run by Villarejo that in theory carried out
market studies. Last month, Iberdrola opened a new
internal probe following fresh media revelations. “The
scope of Villarejo’s spying, which touched as much on
the business world as on politics.. leaves a bitter taste,”
even if it is “not a huge surprise,” the Cinco Dias busi-
ness daily wrote Tuesday.

An unassuming spy 
Villarejo, 68, joined the police in 1973, two years

before the death of Spain’s longtime dictator General
Francisco Franco. For decades, the stocky, bespectacled
man with a penchant for flat caps secretly used
recorders in his informal chats with politicians, judges,
business people, police officers and prosecutors. He
allegedly earned considerable money by threatening or
blackmailing people.

Under the government of former conservative pre-
mier Mariano Rajoy (2011-2018), information obtained
by Villarejo is believed to have been used against polit-
ical rivals. Even Spain’s former King Juan Carlos I has
not been spared. In a recording allegedly made by
Villarejo and leaked in 2018, the monarch’s former mis-
tress Corinna zu Sayn-Wittgenstein claimed he had
pocketed money from a high-speed train contract with
Saudi Arabia. In a statement published in August,
Villarejo threatened to make further revelations about
Spain’s big firms. — AFP 

ARUSHA: People queue to vote at a polling station as a police officer stands guard during the local elections in the
town of Arusha, north Tanzania yesterday. — AFP 


