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News in brief

US teacher faces backlash 

TEXAS: A Latino civil rights group on Friday called
for a Texas teacher to be banned from instructing
students after she was shown on video appearing to
tell a Latino high school pupil to “speak English;
we’re in America.” The video, which was posted
online by local television, shows a white, female sub-
stitute teacher at the predominantly Latino Socorro
High School near El Paso, Texas, making the comment
on Tuesday as she asks the male student to hand over
his mobile phone in a classroom. The League of
United Latin American Citizens (LULAC) said the
comment harked back to last century when, until
1969, Texas law banned Spanish from being spoken in
public schools. “It is abominable that this institution-
alized racism against the Hispanic community in
Texas hasn’t ended,” said LULAC National President
Domingo Garcia in a statement calling for the teacher
to be banned. —Reuters

Plane crash kills 23 

GOMA: Twenty-three bodies were recovered yes-
terday after a small plane crashed on takeoff into a
densely populated area of Goma in the Democratic
Republic of Congo, rescue workers said. “We are up
to 23 bodies now,” Goma rescue service coordinator
Joseph Makundi told AFP. Goma airport official
Richard Mangolopa said no survivors were expected
from the disaster. The Dornier-228 aircraft had been
headed for Beni, 350 kilometers north of Goma when
it went down in a residential area near the airport in
the east of the country. “There were 17 passengers
on board and two crew members. It took off around
9-9.10 am,” Busy Bee airline staff member Heritier
Said Mamadou said. Busy Bee, a recent company,
has three planes serving routes in North Kivu
province. One of the company’s maintenance work-
ers at the site quoted by news site actualite.cd
blamed a “technical problem”. —AFP 

DR Congo floods kill dozens 

KINSHASA: Dozens of people have died in flooding
in the Democratic Republic of Congo when the
Congo River and its tributaries burst their banks, a
charity and media reports said on Saturday, as
heavy rains also lashed east Africa. Twenty five peo-
ple were reported to have been killed in the north-
western province of Equator bordering Congo-
Brazzaville, Congolese media reports said. “We
declare that the province of Equator is disaster
stricken,” provincial interior minister Jean Julie
Mwamolanda told news site news.cd. A spokesman
for the Catholic charity Caritas-Congo said that
“local authorities have recorded ten deaths in the
province of North Ubangi”. More than 180,000
people were in need of humanitarian assistance in
the same northern region which borders Central
Africa, which has also been hit by rains and floods in
the past month. —AFP

LONDON:  British Prime Minister Boris Johnson will
promise to bring his Brexit deal back to parliament
before Christmas when he launches his Conservative
Party’s manifesto yesterday, the cornerstone of his pitch
to voters to “get Brexit done”. With less than three
weeks before Britain heads to the polls on Dec 12, the
governing Conservatives and opposition Labor are try-
ing to tempt voters with different visions but several
pledges to spend more on public services. 

Johnson’s manifesto aims at drawing a distinction
with Labor, which has promised to raise taxes on the
richest and big businesses to
fund a big expansion of the
state, by vowing not to
increase taxes if the
Conservatives win the elec-
tion. Opinion polls show
Johnson’s Conservative Party
commands a sizeable lead
over the Labor Party, although
large numbers of undecided
voters means the outcome is
not certain. “My early
Christmas present to the
nation will be to bring the Brexit bill back before the
festive break, and get parliament working for the peo-
ple,” Johnson will say, according to excerpts of his
speech that he will make at an event in the West
Midlands region of England.

Contrasting with Labor’s unabashed tax-and-spend
approach, Johnson’s manifesto - titled “Get Brexit Done,
Unleash Britain’s Potential” - will pledge to freeze
income tax, value-added sales tax and social security
payments. Johnson will also announce a 3 billion pounds

($3.85 billion) National Skills Fund to retrain workers
and an extra 2 billion pounds to fill pot-holes in roads.
He will also pledge to maintain the regulatory cap on
energy bills.

Finance minister Sajid Javid told Sky News that the
Conservatives’ plan will be accompanied by a very
detailed financing document and that the governing par-
ty would balance day-to-day spending and keep debt
low. But Labor spokesman Andrew Gwynne said
Johnson’s plans were “pathetic”. “This is a no hope man-
ifesto, from a party that has nothing to offer the country,

after spending ten years cut-
ting our public services,”
Gwynne said.

Think tanks like the
Institute for Fiscal Studies
have raised questions about
the credibility of plans to fund
investment from both the
Conservatives and Labor. Held
after three years of negotia-
tions to leave the European
Union, the December election
for the first time will show how

far Brexit has torn traditional political allegiances apart
and will test an electorate increasingly tired of voting. In
a heated campaign where the Conservatives have been
criticized for disseminating misleading social media
posts, Johnson, 55, will say he will “turn the page from
the dither, delay and division” of recent years.

Labor has said it will negotiate a better Brexit deal
with the EU within six months that it will put to the peo-
ple in a new referendum-one which will also offer the
choice of remaining in the bloc. Corbyn has said he

would remain neutral in such a vote, something his
finance policy chief John McDonnell described as the
Labour leader adopting the role of “an honest broker”.
Johnson will criticize the stance. “We now know the

country can be carbon (neutral) by 2050 and Corbyn
neutral by 2020, as the leader of the opposition has
decided to duck the biggest issue facing our country
today,” Johnson will say. —Reuters

Conservatives vow not to raise taxes

British PM promises Brexit 
for Christmas in manifesto

LONDON: Britain’s Prime Minister Boris Johnson reads a copy of the 2019 Conservative Party Manifesto
while travelling on a train to Telford in central England yesterday. —AFP

Life on Detroit’s 
8 Mile Wall, a 
vestige of US 
segregation
DETROIT: As a child living in Detroit,
Teresa Moon didn’t know anything
about the concrete stone wall she could
see from the kitchen window in her fami-
ly’s home. Sixty years on, in that same
kitchen, she knows all about the Birwood
Wall, or the 8 Mile Wall, which was built
in the 1940s to separate her black neigh-
borhood from a housing project aimed at
white families.

“We live in a community that is about
building confidence, about ownership
about being proud of who you are. Why
would my parents tell me something
about that?” Moon confides, haltingly.
“That would kind of dispel all that —
like, I got a wall to keep me separate
from other people,” said the charismatic
66-year-old former city worker.

Moon has become something of the
spokeswoman for the “8 Mile” neighbor-
hood - named for the road that long sep-
arated the predominantly black city from
the mainly white suburbs. 8 Mile earned
pop culture fame thanks to white rapper
Eminem, whose biopic was named for
the neighborhood. But, Moon points out,

he wasn’t from the area — he grew up in
the nearby city of Warren. “A lot of peo-
ple claim 8 Mile because it’s something
to claim,” she says.

Not an accident 
The entire Detroit area was propelled

for decades by the auto industry, but
Motor City is now one of the poorest
major urban centers in America. Moon
moved to 8 Mile when she was six, at a
time when racial segregation was still
the norm in the United States. Despite
the signing of the Emancipation
Proclamation and the constitutional
abolition of slavery in America, laws
remained in place that mandated the
separation of races. 

In some states, those laws remained in
effect in the late 1950s and 1960s. But
even after that, the specter of segrega-
tion effectively kept some places segre-
gated for decades to follow.  Some still
are separated. “Detroit is the most seg-
regated metropolitan area in the coun-
try,” says Eric Williams, a lawyer for the
non-profit Detroit Justice Center. “That
doesn’t happen by accident. It just does-
n’t. (...) There are tons of neighborhoods
in Detroit that just simply did not allow
black people to live there.”

Blacks couldn’t ‘become more’ 
Moon recalls that when her family

moved to their home in 8 Mile, seven of
them had to live in three rooms. She only
met white kids for the first time when she
went to junior high school. “That’s the

first time I interacted with white people
in my life. I only saw them on TV” before
that, she said.  

In her kitchen, she opens up an issue
of Collier’s magazine, from 1946, and
points at a picture of black children sit-
ting along the Birwood Wall, while on
the other side, white teenagers are
playing. The wall is about six feet high
and easily scaled. But the barrier it
posed was clear-cut. “The government
wouldn’t insure white owners’ mort-
gages until a wall separating Negroes
was put up,” read the caption under the

photo in Collier’s.
Detroit’s black 8 Mile neighborhood

had already existed for decades. But in
the midst of a postwar housing boom,
developers were attracted to the area,
and wanted to build a white neighbor-
hood. “That was the concept - if you live
near black people, then your neighbor-
hood is never going to be good. So let’s
build a wall,” explains Moon. After a
lengthy silence, she summarized the
notion, calling it “crazy” - and emotion-
ally punctuating her thought with an
expletive. —AFP

DETROIT: In this photo taken on Oct 24, 2019, children play near the Birwood
Wall constructed in the 1940s to divide the white and black population. —AFP

Thousands
march in Italy
and France to
protest femicide
PARIS: Tens of thousands marched in France
and Italy Saturday calling for an end to vio-
lence against women, remembering the
dozens killed in each country this year by
current or former partners. Central Paris was
awash with purple - the color adopted for the
campaign - with some protesters holding up
placards bearing the image of a relative or
friend killed. Some signs bore the words
“Break the silence, not women,” and
“Aggressor, stalker, you are done for, the
women are in the street”. 

The Paris march, mainly attended by
women, was one of 30 organized throughout
France involving nearly 70 organizations,
political parties, unions and associations. A
count by the Occurrence consultancy, com-

missioned by the news media including AFP,
put the turnout in the French capital at
49,000. Feminist collective #NousToutes
(“All of Us”) meanwhile said 100,000
marched in Paris and 150,000 across France,
hailing it as “the biggest march against gen-
der-based violence in French history”.
Caroline De Haas, one of the Paris organizers,
said “the level of awareness is moving at
breakneck speed”.

‘We are in revolt!’
In Italy, tens of thousands of people, mainly

women, marched in the capital Rome. March
organizers “Non Una de Meno!” (Not One
Less!) say 94 women have been killed by their
partners or former partners this year. The pro-
cession moved through the city’s old quarter
behind a large banner that read: “Against your
violence, we are in revolt!” Banners from
political parties and unions were absent at the
request of the organizers and many of those
taking part wore pink, the color of choice for
the demonstration. “We are the fierce and
powerful voice of all those women who no
longer have a voice,” said one banner. A float
that played music along the route also broad-
cast the names of women killed by their part-

ners or ex-partners this year.
“Everywhere in the world, women are

revolting against patriarchal, racist, institu-
tional, environmental and economic violence,”
said a statement from Non Una Di Meno. At
4:30 pm the marchers sat down on the

ground and remained silent for a few minutes
in memory of the women who had been
killed. Italy’s Economy Minister Roberto
Gualtieri on Saturday announced 12 million
euros would be released to help the children
of women killed by their partners. —AFP

PARIS: People take part in a protest to condemn violence against women on
Saturday. —AFP

Labor leader to 
be neutral in

2nd Brexit vote 

Pope Francis
calls for nuke
abolition 
NAGASAKI: Pope Francis yesterday called
for the abolition of nuclear weapons during
a visit to Japan’s western cities of Nagasaki
and Hiroshima, the only two cities in the
world subjected to atomic bombing during
World War Two. Francis, the first pope to
visit Nagasaki in 38 years and only the sec-

ond in history, told a gathering in a park at
the blast site that nuclear weapons are
indefensible. The city “makes us deeply
aware of the pain and horror that we
humans are capable of inflicting upon one
another,” he added.

Here are facts about the bombings of
August 1945. Japan surrendered on August
15, less than a week after the Nagasaki
bombing, putting an end to the war. Among
the potential targets had been Japan’s
ancient capital of Kyoto, but then Secretary
of War Henry Stimson, who had known and
loved the key cultural centre, persuaded
President Harry Truman against bombing it.

Hiroshima
Hiroshima was the headquarters of some

military units and a major supply base. War
planners calculated that the surrounding
mountains would concentrate the force of the
bomb and enhance its destructiveness. At 8:15
am on August 6, 1945, an American B-29
Superfortress bomber named “Enola Gay” -
for the pilot’s mother - dropped a 10,000-
pound (4,536-kg) uranium-235 bomb on
Hiroshima, instantly killing about 78,000 peo-
ple. By year-end, about 140,000 were dead,
from an estimated population of 350,000.

The bomb, nicknamed “Little Boy”,
exploded about 600 meters (1,969 ft) above

the centre of the city, unleashing a surge of
heat reaching 4,000 degrees C (7,200 F)
across a radius of about 4.5 km (2.8 miles). In
2016, Barack Obama, the first incumbent US
president to visit Hiroshima, gave a speech
emphasizing nuclear disarmament and met
bombing survivors, embracing one elderly
man, who wept.

Nagasaki
Three days after the Hiroshima event, at

11:02 a.m. on August 9, the United States
dropped a 10,000-pound (4,536-kg) pluto-
nium-239 bomb, nicknamed “Fat Man”, on
the major industrial and port city of

Nagasaki, whose hilly geography concen-
trated the blast. It exploded about 500
meters (1,640 ft) above the ground, instantly
killing about 27,000 of an estimated popula-
tion of 200,000. By year-end the number of
deaths from acute radiation exposure
reached 73,884.

Total killed
By Aug 2019, Japan had recognized the

total of deaths from radiation illness and
injuries in Hiroshima as 319,186 and in
Nagasaki as 182,601. New names are
added on the bombing anniversaries each
year.  —Reuters


