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Nuclear medicine staff demand
to stay separate from radiology

‘Decision negatively impacts nuclear medicine diagnosis, treatment quality’
By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: The Kuwait society of nuclear
medicine urged the Ministry of Health
(MoH) to cancel a previous decision to
turn nuclear medicine departments into
units under a new medical imaging
department headed by a diagnostic radi-
ologist without even discussing the issue
with nuclear medicine doctors or justify-
ing the decision. 

“The decision was not well-studied
and has negative impacts on nuclear
medicine diagnosis and treatment quali-
ty,” said the society in a press statement
on the sidelines of the Kuwait society of
nuclear medicine and molecular imaging
general assembly. “This decision is a step
backwards in the field,” the society
added, noting nuclear medicine has been
practiced in Kuwait since the 1960s
through independent departments under

a single council for nuclear medicine,
diagnostic radiology and radiotherapy
departments before a separate council
was established in 2009 for nuclear
medicine departments. 

“We currently have 11 separate
nuclear medicine departments in public
and private hospitals, in addition to one
at the military hospital and another at
the faculty of medicine,” the society
explained, pointing to the presence of a

separate college for nuclear medicine
supervised by Kuwait Institute for
Medical Specialties (KIMS) offering
five-year high-quality training programs
since the 1980s. 

Further, the society elaborated that the
equipment used for nuclear medicine are
different from those used in diagnostic
radiology departments and need special
licenses to handle and prepare unsealed
sources of radioactive materials. 

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Head of the Urology unit at
Wara hospital Dr
Mohammad Al-Ghanem said
the use of new techniques
and artificial intelligence are
not limited to urology, adding
that the current treatments
are highly advanced, espe-
cially those using laser and
robot technologies. Dr
Ghanem was speaking after
participating in the 37th
World Congress of
Endourology (WCE) 2019 in
Abu Dhabi, which was organized by Abu
Dhabi society for urology diseases.

Dr Ghanem said the meeting discussed

the latest research in the treatment of kid-
ney, ureter and prostate diseases, including
the latest research in the treatment of

prostate cancer using robots.
He added that the meeting
featured many workshops
with participation of around
1,800 doctors from around
the world, noting that
Kuwaiti doctors are keen to
participate in such confer-
ences to benefit and gain
experience. “Doctors wit-
nessed operations that were
done under certain circum-
stances with high efficiency,”

Dr Ghanem said. “We saw prostate opera-
tions performed using new techniques such
as prostate vaporization using laser.” 

Kuwait participates in
endourology congress

By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: A number of senior Ministry of Education
(MoE) officials met yesterday to discuss adopting new
procedures for recruiting expat teachers from outside
Kuwait that would avoid previous shortcomings
including accrediting the new teachers’ degrees.
Official sources said the new certificate accreditation
law had been impeding the new teachers’ appointment
procedures and registering them with the Civil Service
Commission (CSC). 

“The CSC has been refusing to pay the new teach-
ers’ salaries unless they get their certificates accredit-
ed, which made MoE pay them monthly loans to be
deducted when they officially start getting their
salaries,” the sources explained, pointing out that
some of the new teachers do not have the certificates
to accredit them with the ministry of higher education
on grounds that they had already submitted them on
applying, while others would need to travel back to
their countries to procure them. 

The sources added that the new mechanism
involves having a delegation from the ministry of high-
er education accompanying MoE delegations dis-
patched to recruit the new teachers so that they can
accredit applicants’ certificates on the spot through
Kuwaiti embassies in relevant countries. 

New procedures
mulled for expat
teachers recruitment

VIENNA: Kuwait yesterday participated in the
annual diplomatic charity Bazaar held in Hungary, for
the support of nursing homes, the elderly and hospi-
tals. Kuwaiti Ambassador to Hungary Saad Al-
Asousi said in a press statement Kuwait’s keenness
to participate in the Bazaar was display solidarity
and provide assistance and support to those in need,
stemming from the wise leadership of His Highness
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah. This humanitarian event, which is held annu-
ally with the participation of more than 50
embassies and missions in the capital Budapest,
reflects social responsibility, as well as spreading the
spirit of humanitarian action, he added. — KUNA

Kuwait participates
in Budapest
charity Bazaar

Kuwait’s booth in the charity bazaar.
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KUWAIT: A Seagull skims a chunk of floating bread from Gulf waters off
the coast of Kuwait City yesterday. —Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat


