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MP calls for pardoning activists 
jailed for expressing opinions

Teachers slam outgoing education minister, urge PM not to reappoint him
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By B Izzak and A Saleh

KUWAIT: MP Saleh Ashour yesterday called
for a general pardon for all Kuwaitis implicated
in cases related to expressing their opinions on
social networks - especially Twitter - as a part
of calls to grant amnesty to activists jailed over
protests or for online offences. The lawmaker
called for conveying this message to HH the
Amir and HH the Prime Minister, and urged
National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-
Ghanem to convey this message.

Ashour said many online users do not
have full knowledge of the law and the
penalties for cybercrimes. Dozens of
activists are either in jail or on trial for pub-
lishing material deemed offensive and pun-
ishable by the country’s laws. Ashour’s call

comes as a campaign for pardoning former
MPs and jailed opposition activists is gain-
ing momentum after one former MP was
pardoned and another is expected to be
granted amnesty soon.

Around 15 former MPs and activists have
been living in Turkey for the past 18 months
to escape going to jail over the case of storm-
ing the National Assembly building in Nov
2011 following a protest against corruption.
Two former MPs have returned so far. The
first - Fahd Al-Khannah - was pardoned by
HH the Amir, while the second - Waleed Al-
Tabtabaei - returned from Turkey two days
ago to accompany the body of his mother,
who died there. He is expected to be par-
doned by the Amir soon.

Head of the Assembly’s budget committee

MP Adnan Abdulsamad said yesterday that
financial controllers have registered over
20,000 financial violations committed by
government departments in the 2018/2019
fiscal budget, which ended on March 31.
Abdulsamad said the panel found the number
of violations at the Civil Service Commission
dropped by half to 344 violations.

MP Osama Al-Shaheen called yesterday
for convening the Assembly on Tuesday, say-
ing that the meeting must be held for legal
and constitutional reasons. The regular meet-
ings will not take place because the Cabinet
has resigned and at least one minister is
required to attend Assembly meetings for
them to be constitutional. But some opposi-
tion MPs have insisted that the constitution 
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NASIRIYAH, Iraq: Six protesters were killed yester-
day in Baghdad and in Iraq’s south where angry
demonstrations turned up the heat on a paralyzed gov-
ernment facing the country’s largest grassroots move-
ment in decades. Three demonstrators died and around
50 were wounded in clashes with security forces near
the key southern port of Umm Qasr, the Iraqi Human
Rights Commission reported. An AFP correspondent
said security forces had fired live rounds at protesters
trying to block access to the port, a vital lifeline for
food and medicine imports as well as energy exports.

Hours earlier, before dawn, three protesters were
shot dead and at least 47 wounded by security forces
in Nasiriyah, some 300 km south of the capital
Baghdad, medical sources said. Hospital sources said
another person died later from bullets wounds to his
head. Protesters there blockaded five main bridges over
the Euphrates River, shut down schools and burned
tyres outside public offices. They blocked access to oil
fields and companies around the city, torching as well
its Shiite endowment center, a government body that
manages religious sites.

Since Oct 1, Iraq’s capital and majority-Shiite south
have been swept by mass rallies against corruption, a
lack of jobs and poor services that have escalated into

calls for a complete overhaul of the ruling elite. Top
leaders have publicly acknowledged the demands as
legitimate and promised measures to appease protest-
ers, including hiring more civil servants, reforming the
electoral system and reshuffling the cabinet.

But the rallies have continued, waning on some days
but swelling again, despite the bloodshed, when
demonstrators have felt politicians are stalling. “We are
not afraid of threats,” said one protester, Salem Hassan,
in the southern city of Amara. “We cannot remain silent
in the face of the barbarism of the leaders and the time
they take to satisfy our demands.” 

An estimated 350 people have been killed and thou-
sands wounded since Oct 1, according to a tally com-
piled by AFP as authorities no longer provide updated
figures. Iraq’s south, a rural area where tribal alle-
giances are strong, has carried the torch of the move-
ment for weeks, with students and teachers leading ral-
lies outside schools and public offices. The education
ministry issued a directive for schools to open normally
yesterday, the first day of the work week in Iraq, but
protesters in Nasiriyah defied the order and shut down
schools anyway, AFP’s correspondent said. 

In Baghdad, two protesters were killed during
overnight demonstrations in central Al-Rasheed Street
when police used live fire to disperse protesters, police
and medical sources said. Protests flared anew yester-
day on the street when security forces used live fire and
tear gas to prevent protesters from trying to reach the
road leading to the central bank. 
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9 killed in Iraq as 
unrest intensifies 

BASRA: A man rides his donkey-drawn carriage past burning tyres during a demonstration in this southern city
yesterday. — AFP 

BEIRUT: Lebanese security forces
briefly arrested five youths, including
three minors, for allegedly pulling down
a sign for the president’s political party,
sparking outrage yesterday on social
media. Defense lawyers said the five
were taken into custody on Saturday
evening in the town of Hammana east of
Beirut over claims they tore down a sign
for President Michel Aoun’s Free
Patriotic Movement.

Security forces released them after
midnight after taking a statement from
them, the Committee of  Lawyers for the
Defense of Protesters said. The army said
two of the children were 15 years old and
the third was 12. The news sparked indig-

nation on social media, the latest outcry in
a country gripped by spontaneous anti-
government protests since Oct 17. “Down
with the regime that arrests children,”
said one user. “When a 12-year-old child
manages to shake the state’s throne, you
know the state is corrupt,” another wrote.

During the first month of demonstra-
tions, security forces arrested 300 peo-
ple including 12 minors who were
released within the following 24 or 48
hours, according to the lawyers’ commit-
tee. But 11 people - including two minors
- remain in detention accused of attack-
ing a hotel in the southern city of Tyre
during the first week of the uprising. 
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Lebanon detains youths
for tearing down banner

BEIRUT: Lebanese demonstrators burn the Israeli flag during a protest near the US
embassy in Awkar on the outskirts of the Lebanese capital yesterday. — AFP 

KUWAIT: An informed police source at
the traffic department said Acting Interior
Ministry Assistant Undersecretary Maj
Gen Jamal Al-Sayegh asked senior offi-
cials in the licensing sector to conduct a
full study on the decision to link expats’
driving licenses with the expiry of their
residence permits.

The source said officials at the sector
have spoken to Sayegh several times
about the decision, which has caused con-

fusion and crowding at traffic depart-
ments in the six governorates, and asked
for a solution to amend the decision.
Sayegh then asked them to conduct the
study to find the best solutions.

The source said the senior officials
recommended that validity of licenses be
decoupled from the duration of the resi-
dency, and that the license should be
renewed for five years. When the resi-
dence permit expires, the license will be
considered cancelled automatically. The
source said officials said fines for viola-
tions will remain linked to the residence
permit, which will not be renewed until the
fines are paid. — Al-Jarida

MoI mulls 5-yr 
license validity

MANILA: Philippine
President Rodrigo
Duterte fired Vice
President and arch-
critic Leni Robredo
from her post as over-
seer of his deadly
drug war yesterday,
an aide said, just days
after calling her a
“scatterbrain” not to
be trusted with state
secrets. Robredo, 54,
lasted less than three weeks steering Duterte’s sig-
nature anti-narcotics campaign, which she vowed
to reform amid allegations police were committing
crimes against humanity in killing thousands of
drug suspects.

“The Vice-President resorted to unduly baiting
international attention on the matter,” Duterte
spokesman Salvador Panelo said in a statement
announcing Robredo’s immediate dismissal.
“Essentially, what the Vice-President has done is to
embarrass our country,” Panelo added. Robredo’s
spokesman said he was not aware of her receiving
any formal dismissal notice, adding “as usual,
announced to media without the courtesy of
directly informing (her)”. 

The decision came after Duterte and his politi-
cal allies publicly criticized Robredo, who had
vowed to end “senseless” killing in the campaign
after her appointment. Critics were sceptical of the
appointment from the start, questioning whether it
was a trap to tarnish Robredo or simply an 
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Leni Robredo

NEW YORK: Michael Bloomberg confirmed yester-
day that he is running for president, joining the
crowded field of Democrats seeking to take on his
fellow New York billionaire, President Donald Trump.
His 11th-hour entry highlights the fluid nature of the
Democratic contest just three months before the first
primary.  “I’m running for president to defeat Donald
Trump and rebuild America,” Bloomberg, 77, said on
his website as a $30 million Bloomberg ad campaign
hit US airwaves.

The announcement ended weeks of speculation
that the former New York mayor was preparing for a

run at the White House. He had prepared the ground-
work for a possible bid for the Democratic nomina-
tion in recent weeks by registering as a candidate in
primary voting states and filing paperwork with the
Federal Election Commission. “We cannot afford four
more years of President Trump’s reckless and unethi-
cal actions,” the billionaire businessman said. “He
represents an existential threat to our country and
our values. If he wins another term in office, we may
never recover from the damage,” Bloomberg added.

With a personal fortune of $50 bi l l ion,
Bloomberg’s candidacy will likely shake up the open
race, with 17 candidates already vying to be the
Democratic nominee to take on Trump next year.
Former vice president Joe Biden leads the race ahead
of left-wingers Elizabeth Warren and Bernie Sanders,
with moderate Pete Buttigieg in fourth place, accord-
ing to national polls.

Bloomberg is poised to run as a centrist and ana-
lysts suspect that he could take away some of the
support enjoyed by fellow moderate Biden. Some

believe that his “self-made man” image and support
for fighting global warming makes him the best chal-
lenger for Trump. Others on the left of the party who
favor Warren or Sanders see him as the sort of bil-
lionaire they would like to tax heavily to reduce
inequality.

“As a candidate, I’ll rally a broad and diverse coali-
tion of Americans to win,” Bloomberg said in his
statement, adding that he would “stand up” to
Trump’s “bigotry”. Bloomberg touted some of his
achievements as New York mayor, including getting
the city back on its feet after the Sept 11, 2001
attacks - he was first elected in January of the follow-
ing year, taking over from Rudy Giuliani - and ban-
ning smoking in restaurants and bars.

He said he was best placed to take on Trump on
the issues of gun violence and climate change. Last
week he apologized for his longtime support of con-
troversial “stop and frisk” policing policy that dispro-
portionately targeted black and Latino New Yorkers
during his time as mayor.  — AFP 

Bloomberg enters
2020 Democratic
presidential race


