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MANCHESTER: It has been a long two weeks for Pep Guardiola,
left to stew on Manchester City’s defeat to leaders Liverpool,
while his players were away on international duty. The 3-1 loss at
Anfield left City in fourth place, trailing Juergen Klopp’s side by
nine points with little room for further error.

The increased pressure can be felt heading into tomorrow’s
return to action when in-form Chelsea visit the Etihad, buzzing
with youthful confidence after a run of six straight victories in the
league. Chelsea manager Frank Lampard, who ended his Premier
League career with a season at City, has won plaudits for the way
he has got the best out of home-grown players. Striker Tammy
Abraham and midfielder Mason Mount spent last season on loan
in the second-tier Championship but have become England in-
ternationals after Lampard gave them the chance to shine in the
top flight.

Yet Chelsea’s run of form needs to be put in context - all six
of their consecutive wins were against sides they were expected
to beat and they have lost on the two occasions they have faced
big-name opposition this season — at Manchester United on the
opening day and at home to Liverpool in September.

This game, therefore, will be an indicator of just how far Lam-
pard has gone in creating a top-four side. For City, however, it is
an encounter in which they simply cannot afford to slip-up. Failure
to beat Chelsea could leave Liverpool with a double-figures ad-
vantage over the champions and it would take a major slump in
form for Klopp’s men to let that sort of lead slip.

Chelsea need no reminders that when the pressure is on, City
have a habit of responding in devastating fashion. In the corre-
sponding fixture last season, City’s Argentine striker Sergio
Aguero grabbed a hat-trick as the Londoners, then under Italian
Maurizio Sarri, were hammered 6-0 after conceding four goals
in the opening 25 minutes.

Saturday’s game at the Etihad is the standout fixture of the
weekend but the match between West Ham United and Tottenham
Hotspur at the London Stadium earlier in the day is also generat-
ing plenty of interest given the managerial change at Spurs.

Less than a year after his dismissal from Manchester
United, Jose Mourinho is back, replacing the sacked Mauricio
Pochettino at Spurs, looking to improve a team that is lan-
guishing in 14th place.

Liverpool are up against their former manager Roy Hodg-
son when they take on Crystal Palace at Selhurst Park while
the pressure is on Arsenal’s Spanish boss Unai Emery, who

badly needs a win at home to 19th-placed Southampton. The
pick of the promoted teams, Sheffield United, who are riding
high in fifth place, face Ole Gunnar Solskjaer’s Manchester
United on Sunday. — Reuters

Pressure on Manchester City 
as Lampard returns to Etihad

Bale blasted as 
being disrespectful 
in flag celebration
MADRID: Winger Gareth Bale has been heavily criticised by
the Spanish media for celebrating Wales’ Euro 2020 qualifi-
cation by holding up a flag that appeared to indicate his pas-
sion to play for Real Madrid is way down the pecking order.

Bale’s decision to pose with a giant flag that read “Wales.
Golf. Madrid. In that order” following Wales’ 2-0 victory over
Hungary on Tuesday that sealed them a place in next year’s
European championship has been lambasted in Spain.

Sports daily Marca’s front page headline on Thursday de-
clared “Disrespectful. Misguided. Ungrateful. In that order,”,
while AS newspaper captioned a picture of the winger play-
ing golf with the message “Bale gets in a hole”.

AS went on to say Bale’s behaviour has “annoyed the
club” and that “he is becoming a problem,” before imploring
new Tottenham Hotspur boss Jose Mourinho to take him
back to his former club.

The paper’s Real Madrid editor Tomas Roncero sug-
gested his flag for Bale would read “out, out, out”.

Many more are calling for the 30-year-old, who has fallen
out of favour with Real manager Zinedine Zidane and has not
featured in a club match since Oct. 5 due to injury, to be per-
manently axed from the team.

While football talk show presenter Josep Pedrerol im-
plored Real president Florentino Perez to “kick Bale out”,
some fans believe the flag stunt was a ploy for Bale to force
his way out of the club. He was set to leave Real for China
earlier this year but the transfer fell through at the 11th hour
following a change of heart from Perez, who has been Bale’s
biggest ally during his time in Spain. He was also accused of
“treating Real Madrid badly,” even though he has helped the
team to win four Champions League titles in six seasons with
the club, scoring in two of the finals. — Reuters
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MONTREAL: Cale Fleury #20 of the Montreal Canadiens skates the
puck against Jean-Gabriel Pageau #44 of the Ottawa Senators dur-
ing the second period at the Bell Centre in Montreal, Canada. — AFP

Senators slip past 
Canadiens in OT
MONTREAL: Brady Tkachuk scored 38 seconds into over-
time to lift the visiting Ottawa Senators to a 2-1 win over the
Montreal Canadiens on Wednesday night. Tkachuk collected
a pass in full stride in the neutral zone from Chris Tierney, and
the speedy winger outraced Tomas Tatar to put a backhander,
his eighth goal, past Montreal goalie Carey Price for the
game-winner.

Ottawa’s Jean-Gabriel Pageau tallied his 13th goal, giving
him an NHL-best 10 in November — one more than Edmon-
ton’s Connor McDavid. The 10 goals are the most by an Ottawa
player in November since Daniel Alfredsson netted 10 in 2007.

Craig Anderson made 35 saves as Ottawa won for the sixth
time in eight games. Nick Suzuki scored for the Canadiens,
who were playing the first of five straight at home. Montreal
took its third consecutive loss (0-2-1).

Playing on consecutive nights for the first time this sea-
son, Price recorded 22 saves. The backstop had 21 saves
in a 5-2 loss at Columbus on Tuesday. Montreal honored
its legendary center and new Hockey Hall of Famer Guy
Carbonneau, 59, before the game. He was the club’s last

captain to win a Stanley Cup, leading the Canadiens to the
1992-93 title.

Despite Montreal outshooting Ottawa 12-3, neither team
scored in a first period that was highlighted by Montreal rookie
defenseman Cale Fleury checking Vladislav Namestnikov hard
into the half boards while pursuing a loose puck.

Namestnikov was helped to the dressing room by the train-
ing staff and did not return. Suzuki scored on a power play that
carried over into the second period to give Montreal a 1-0 lead
44 seconds into the middle frame.

Jeff Petry’s long shot bounced off Anderson and created a
scrum near the netminder. While falling to the ice, Phillip
Danault slipped the puck back to Suzuki, who popped home
his sixth goal. Ottawa strung together good zone play midway
through the period, and Pageau tipped in a shot by Tyler Ennis
to tie it 1-1 at 9:55.

Ennis had a great chance on a breakaway in the final minute
of the second period, but Price made a blocker save to keep it
1-1 and set up a tight third period. Earlier in the day, the NHL
and the NHL Players’ Association announced that Senators
winger Bobby Ryan has left the team indefinitely and will enter
the NHL/NHLPA player assistance program.

Ryan, 32, did not play for Ottawa on Tuesday night in
Detroit. The New Jersey native left practice early on Mon-
day. He had one goal and three assists in 16 games this
season. — Reuters


