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MADRID: The Davis Cup has a new format
but Andy Murray’s love of a comeback re-
mains intact after the Scot battled from behind
to beat Tallon Griekspoor on Wednesday as
Great Britain edged past Holland. Murray
came from a set down and then trailed 4-1 in
the decider in Madrid before beating the spir-
ited Griekspoor, ranked 179 in the world, 6-7
(7/9), 6-4, 7-6 (7/5).

“I’ve found a way to win matches many
times in my career when I’ve not been playing
well,” Murray said. “You can draw on that a lit-
tle bit.” A scrappy victory gave Great Britain
the lead in their opening Group E tie and while
Dan Evans lost the second singles rubber to
Robin Haase, Jamie Murray and Neal Skupski
finished the job in the doubles.

Rafael Nadal won his 26th consecutive
Davis Cup singles match later on Wednesday
as Spain booked their place in the quarter-fi-
nals with a 3-0 victory over defending cham-
pions Croatia.

Novak Djokovic, meanwhile, cruised past
Yoshihito Nishioka to help Serbia beat Japan
by the same scoreline. Murray had given short
shrift on Tuesday to those he believes have
been too quick to criticise the revamped Davis
Cup, which for the first time is featuring all 18
World Group countries competing for the tro-
phy across a single week in one venue. 

And in what will be music to the ears of the
organisers, among them Barcelona footballer
Gerard Pique, Murray was full of praise for the

atmosphere inside the Caja Magica’s cosy
Stadium 3. 

“The atmosphere was brilliant,” Murray
said afterwards. “That was the one concern I
had about the event, about it being on neutral
ground, but it was great.”  British fans have
been second only to Spanish in terms of tick-
ets sold so far and the strong attendance for
Murray’s opener inside the tournament’s
smallest court, with a capacity of 2,500, has
not been consistent across other morning
matches. 

Murray, along with Nadal and Djokovic, is
one of the competition’s biggest attractions
this week and Britain’s prospects of progress-
ing to the quater-finals look good ahead of
Thursday’s tie against Kazakhstan. 

It remains to be seen whether Murray plays
or is rested against the Kazakhs but he was
given a stiff workout by the 23-year-old
Griekspoor, who was a surprise pick in the
Dutch team ahead of Botic Van de Zandschlup. 

“About an hour before the match it
changed,” said Murray. “I didn’t know much
about his game.”  But Murray again dug deep,
his experience and resilience proving the dif-
ference as Griekspoor lost his nerve and then
the match. 

Haase outlasted Evans 6-3, 6-7 (5/7), 6-4
while Jamie Murray and Skupski held on for a
6-4, 7-6 (8/6) win over Wesley Koolhof and
Jean-Julien Rojer. Djokovic enjoyed a more
comfortable start as he cruised to a 6-1, 6-2

victory over Nishioka in a straightforward win
for Serbia against Japan. 

Serbia will play France today to decide who
goes through as winners of Group A. “It’s
probably one of the biggest challenges we can
have in this competition, playing against
France, one of the most successful nations in
Davis Cup, and definitely one of the strongest
teams,” Djokovic said.

Nadal saw off Croatia’s Borna Gojo 6-4,
6-3 and then helped Spain win the doubles

rubber alongside Marcel Granollers. Ar-
gentina could have secured progress by
beating Germany but lost all three matches as
Philipp Kohlschreiber beat Guido Pella and
Jan-Lennard Struff overcame Diego
Schwartzman to establish an unassailable ad-
vantage. Germany will advance if they beat
Chile on Thursday.

Canada are already through and will meet
Australia in the last eight, after Leyton Hewitt’s
team beat Belgium 2-1. —AFP

Murray leads Britain to opening 
Davis Cup win, Spain reach last eight

MADRID: Great Britain’s Andy Murray serves the ball to Netherlands’ Tallon Griekspoor during the singles
tennis match between Great Britain and Netherlands at the Davis Cup Madrid Finals 2019 in Madrid. —AFP

Sulaibkhat
Sports Club
boxers crowned
champions
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Sulaibkhat Sports Club boxers was
crowned champion of Kuwait’s Beginners
Boxing Championship which was held at Jahra
Club. Sulaibkhat boxers won 8 gold medals
and one silver. Second place went to Fahaheel
with three gold and five silver, while Kuwait
Club ended in third place with one gold, two
silver and one bronze.

The closing day was attended by Chairman
of the Board of Kuwait Boxing Federation Mo-
hammad Mansi.

Mansi appreciated the clubs’ cooperation
and their interest to develop and improve box-
ing through the selection of outstanding tal-
ents. He said we saw outstanding levels during
the finals in various weights, which reflect the
outstanding efforts of technical and adminis-
trative departments at the clubs, and is an in-
dicator of a better future for Kuwait boxing.

Mansi said we at the Kuwait Boxing Feder-
ation stand at the same distance from all clubs,
and considers all complaints or objections, and
we are ready to receive them at any time, and
their efforts are appreciated.

Browns trying to stack
wins as Dolphins visit
MIAMI: The Cleveland Browns have reached the soft part of their
schedule riding a two-game winning streak, and their playoff hopes re-
main alive as they prepare to host the Miami Dolphins on Sunday.

Four of the final six games for the Browns (4-6) are against teams
with a combined five wins: Miami, the Arizona Cardinals, and two against
the winless Cincinnati Bengals. Further, the Browns are 2-0 in their divi-
sion with games remaining against the Baltimore Ravens and Pittsburgh
Steelers, both of whom they’ve beaten. While chasing down the Ravens
in the division is unlikely, a wild-card spot is attainable for the Browns,
currently the 10th seed in the AFC.

But the big question for the Browns is, can they put aside the dis-
tractions to string together quality games and take care of business
against inferior competition? Their first challenge comes in the form
of the Dolphins (2-8), who had won two straight before Sunday’s
loss to the Bills.

The Browns are heavy favorites and are playing their third
straight home game, but they’ve lost their best pass-rusher, Myles
Garrett, indefinitely (pending appeal) after his infamous meltdown
last week against Pittsburgh.

And the Dolphins, despite their lack of talent, play disciplined football.
That’s a stark contrast to the Browns, who are third in the league in
penalties assessed (87) and No. 1 in penalty yardage assessed (822),
nearly twice as much as the league-low Dolphins (444).

Miami also leads the league in fewest penalties assessed (55). But in
every other way, all signs point to the Browns being able to dominate
the Dolphins. Behind running back Nick Chubb, the Browns are 12th in
the NFL at 121.9 yards rushing per game and fifth in yards per carry
(4.92); the Dolphins average 148.3 rushing yards allowed, second worst
in the league behind only the hapless Bengals. —Reuters


