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SCOREBOARD

England
R. Burns c Watling b de Grandhomme 52
Sibley c Taylor b de Grandhomme 22
J. Denly c Watling b Southee 74
J. Root c Southee b Wagner 2
B. Stokes not out 67
O. Pope not out 18
Extras: (b1, lb4, nb1) 6
Total: (four wickets, 90 overs) 241
Fall of wickets: 1-52 (Sibley), 2-113 (Burns), 3-120 (Root), 4-203 (Denly)
To bat: J. Buttler, S. Curran, J. Archer, M. Leach, S. Broad
Bowling: Boult 22-6-61-0, Southee 21-6-46-1, de Grandhomme 19-5-
28-2 (nb1), Wagner 23-4-77-1, Santner 5-0-24-0.
New Zealand: J. Raval, T. Latham, K. Williamson, R.Taylor, H.
Nicholls, B.Watling, C. de Grandhomme, M. Santner, T. Southee, N.
Wagner, T. Boult 

Scoreboard at stumps on day one of the first Test between New
Zealand and England at Mount Maunganui yesterday:

BRISBANE: Australia seized the advantage on
the opening day of the first Test when they
bowled Pakistan out for 240 just before stumps
at the Gabba in Brisbane yesterday. After the
visitors resisted stubbornly in the first session,
reaching 57 for no wicket at lunch, pace trio
Mitchell Starc (4-52), Josh Hazlewood (2-46) and
Pat Cummins (3-60) tore through the Pakistan
batting order to put the hosts in charge at the
close of play.

Australia seized the initiative after lunch when
they took five wickets for just 19 runs, reducing
Pakistan from 75 for none to 94 for five. The
pacemen then struck again late in the day, with
16-year-old debutant Naseem Shah just squeez-
ing out Starc’s hat-trick ball.

“It was quite a welcome to Test cricket wasn’t
it?” Hazlewood said. Hazlewood said the fast
bowlers had enjoyed the extra bounce at the
Gabba. “The way we fought back in the second
session was perfect,” he said.

“We probably bowled too short in the first
session, but we got better as the day went on. It
was a pretty good comeback I thought.” Pakistan
were rescued from complete disaster by Asad
Shafiq who played a lone hand, scoring 76 well-
made runs.

Shafiq came to the crease with his side 75 for
two, then saw Haris Sohail (1) and Baba Azar (1)
fall for the addition of only two runs. But good
partnerships of 49 between Shafiq and Mo-
hammed Rizwan, who made 37, and then 84 with
Yasir Shah (26) enabled the visitors to achieve a
respectable score.

“I knew that if we could build a good partner-
ship it could help the team,” Shafiq said. “We
didn’t reach the total we wanted but still we got
a respectable total and with the bowling unit
we’ve got, we will put up a very good fight.”

NO-BALL CONTROVERSY 
Rizwan, who was counter-attacking fearlessly,

fell controversially with Cummins appearing to
have just overstepped the mark, only for TV umpire
Michael Gough to give the benefit of the doubt to
the bowler. Yasir batted bravely but when the Aus-
tralians took the second new ball, Pakistan’s resist-
ance was all but over. The visitors had frustrated
the Australian pace attack in the first session, going
into lunch at 57-0 with openers Azhar Ali and Shan
Masood unbeaten on 28 and 21 respectively.

The pair began to open up after the break with
some sparkling attacking shots, but Hazlewood and

Cummins at last found their length and began to
turn the screws. The pressure began to tell and with
the score on 75 Masood waved at a Cummins de-
livery outside off stump and edged to Steve Smith
at second slip. Azhar went the next ball when he
edged Hazlewood to Joe Burns at first slip, before
Sohail and Azam both fell to poor shots. When
Nathan Lyon had Iftikhar Ahmed caught at bat-
pad for seven, Pakistan were reeling at 94 for five
before Shafiq and Rizwan steadied the ship in the
half-hour before tea.

Pakistan earlier won the toss and chose to bat
on a hot and humid morning in Brisbane. Azhar and

Masood began cautiously against the Australian
pace duo of Starc and Hazlewood, who bowled
quickly without really troubling the Pakistan open-
ers. The visitors crawled to 33 at the first drinks
break and took almost two hours to reach 50,
bringing up the half-century opening stand with a
Masood boundary through square leg in the penul-
timate over before lunch.  —AFP

Australia skittle Pakistan to 
seize control at the Gabba

BRISBANE: Pakistan’s Yasir Shah (R) plays a shot as Australia’s wicketkeeper Tim Paine (L) looks on during day
one of the first Test cricket match between Pakistan and Australia at the Gabba in Brisbane yesterday. —AFP

Stokes torments 
New Zealand 
MOUNT MAUNGANUI: New Zealand targeted the wicket
of “freak” Ben Stokes yesterday as they battle to get back
into the first Test against England at Mount Maunganui. The
honours were even when the New Zealand-born Stokes
went to the middle just before tea on day one with England
120 for three.

But by stumps, with Stokes in imperious form, the score
had doubled and England will resume on Friday on 241 for
four, with the 28-year-old all-rounder unbeaten on 67. “He’s
a special talent. He’s a bit of a freak at times,” New Zealand
short-ball specialist Neil Wagner said after Stokes clubbed
his bouncers four times to the boundary. 

“Everyone wants to get him out because you know what
an important wicket it is... but that’s my thing, we always try
and strive to get the good players out.”  Stokes has tor-
mented New Zealand this year after he played a key role in
England’s nail-biting victory on boundary countback in the
50-over World Cup final in July.

As well as dispatching Wagner’s short stuff, he also
showed a liking for the fuller delivery when he took four
boundaries off successive balls from Trent Boult, including
one that burst through the hands of the usually reliable Ross
Taylor at first slip.

It was a drop that frustrated the New Zealanders who
had earlier seen opener Rory Burns survive three chances

including a waist-high edge that went between Taylor and
Tom Latham in the slip cordon. However, Wagner believed
that despite England going into day two with six wickets in
hand, the game was not out of New Zealand’s control.
“They haven’t got away from us. If we can come in the
morning and get a couple of early wickets and put it back
on them we’ll be in a really good position. I think we’re
happy with where we are at.” 

Stokes and Joe Denly (74) put on 83 for the fourth wicket
to lift England after they had slowly accumulated runs
through the first two sessions against a New Zealand bowl-
ing tight lines. 

Denly had been locked in a fascinating battle with Wag-
ner where the edges fell short of the cordon, and balls that
did beat the bat then missed the stumps.  But Denly refused
to be intimidated by the onslaught and smacked five rising
deliveries to the fence. England’s top three played their part
in getting a safe start with Surrey pair Rory Burns (52) and
Dom Sibley (22) putting on 52 for the first wicket before
Burns and Denly added 61 for the second. Captain Root,
however, took 21 balls to get off the mark with a two and
then wafted at a wide next delivery from Wagner and was
caught behind. Burns might also have been removed
cheaply but a caught behind appeal when he was on 10, and
the total 14, was turned down when replays showed he
edged the ball. He gave further chances on 37 and 44 before
reaching his half-century and then being removed by Colin
de Grandhomme. While he would like to have gone on,
Burns said he was satisfied with England’s start.  “What we
were trying to do was set up the game the way we have —
establish yourself and try and bat big first innings,” he said,

SCOREBOARD

Pakistan
Shan Masood c Smith b Cummins 27
Azhar Ali c Burns b Hazlewood 39
Haris Sohail c Paine b Starc 1
Asad Shafiq b Cummins 76
Babar Azam c Burns b Hazlewood 1
Iftikhar Ahmed c Labuschagne b Lyon 7
Mohammad Rizwan c Paine b Cummins 37
Yasir Shah b Starc 26
Shaheen Afridi c Paine b Starc 0
Naseem Shah c and b Starc 7
Imran Khan not out 5
Extras (b4, lb8, nb1, w1) 14
Total (86.2 overs) 240
Fall of wickets: 1-75 (Masood), 2-75 (Azhar), 3-77,
(Sohail), 4-78 (Azam), 5-94 (Iftikhar), 6-143
(Rizwan), 7-227 (Yasir), 8-227 (Afridi), 9-227
(Shafiq), 10-240 (Naseem)
Bowling: Starc 18.2-52-4 (1w), Hazlewood 20-6-46-
2 (1nb), Cummins 22-7-60-3, Lyon 17-3-40-1,
Labuschagne 8-0-24-0, Smith 1-0-6-0.
Australia: Joe Burns, David Warner, Marnus
Labuschagne, Steve Smith, Travis Head, Matthew
Wade, Tim Paine (capt), Pat Cummins, Mitchell Starc,
Nathan Lyon, Josh Hazlewood

Scoreboard from the first day of the first cricket Test
between Australia and Pakistan at the Gabba in Bris-
bane yesterday:

adding that England welcomed the Wagner bombardment.
“It’s quite enjoyable really. He’s a competitor and it’s al-

ways a different challenge to someone who is pitching it up,
swinging it, and he bowls short stuff more than fuller stuff
and it’s always a challenge and it’s a good one to have.”

Wagner finished the day with one for 77 while the most
successful New Zealand bowler was de Grandhomme, with
his gentle medium pacers drifting away from the batsmen
which produced two for 28.  —AFP


