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the Western Sahara Wall separating the Moroccan controlled
areas from the Polisario controlled areas. He favors loyalty to
Morocco while others back independence, he said.

Tribal affiliation trumps politics, though.  “Tribes are tribes,
it’s a social organization,” he said. “There are very strong links
between us.” To “preserve the past for the future,” Dlimi
started a cultural association to conserve traditions from a
time when there were no borders and “families followed the
herds and the clouds”.

Eight-time champion   
While Dlimi loves the desert, he does have one complaint:

“The camel dairy industry is valued everywhere in the world
except here.” Camel milk is trendy with health-conscious con-

sumers and the lean meat is excellent, Dlimi claims. Today
though, it is small livestock farming that is the main agricultural
focus, in response to what non-nomadic Moroccans tend to
eat. The 266,000 square kilometers of Western Sahara under
Moroccan control hosts some 6,000 herders, 105,000 camels,
and 560,000 sheep and goats, according to figures from
Rabat. In other arid countries, including Saudi Arabia, inten-
sive farming of camels has taken off.  But, while Moroccan au-
thorities have undertaken several studies into developing
Western Sahara’s camel industry, these have not so far been
acted upon. Regardless, a local adage holds that he who has
no camel, has nothing. “Some say that Saharans are crazy be-
cause when they have money they spend it on four feet,” Dlimi
jokes.  For him, 20,000 dirhams spent on a camel is a safe in-

vestment. But it is also a consuming passion.  His Facebook
page and WhatsApp messages are filled with talk of camel
husbandry techniques, research and racing. 

Racing “is a pleasure and it pays”, Dlimi said.  Since the
United Arab Emirates funded construction of a camel racing
track at Tantan, 900 kilometers to the north, racing animals
have appreciated in value and can sell for up to 120,000
dirhams, according to Dlimi.

To train his racing camels, Dlimi chases the young animals
across the desert in his 4X4. The technique has made him an
eight-time champion in national competitions, he said. But
camels can be stubborn, Dlimi stressed, telling of how he once
sold his best champion for a “very good price”, but the animal
refused to race once it had changed hands.—AFP 

Saharawi camel owner Habiboullah Dlimi poses with one of his animals in the desert near Dakhla
in Morocco-administered Western Sahara.—AFP photos

Camel herders tend to their animals in the desert near Dakhla in Morocco-administered West-
ern Sahara.


