
ATLANTA: Divides between Democrats vying
to challenge President Donald Trump in the 2020
election were laid bare in a combative debate
Wednesday, as the campaign’s rising star Pete
Buttigieg acknowledged he faced challenges in
attracting black voters. Buttigieg, the contest’s
youngest candidate who occupies the same mod-
erate lane as frontrunner Joe Biden, offered a uni-
fying message as a way to bring Democrats and
Republicans toward a broad political middle.

Democrats can seize a majority on issues like
immigration and guns “if we can galvanize, not
polarize that majority,” Buttigieg told the debate
in Georgia. But after an opening phase domi-
nated by talk of impeachment of Trump, partici-
pants in the fifth Democratic debate locked horns
over the costly universal health care program
supported by liberal senators Elizabeth Warren
and Bernie Sanders.

“I believe that commanding people to accept
that option, whether we wait three years as Sen-
ator Warren has proposed or whether you do it
right out of the gate is not the right approach to
unify the American people around a very, very big
transformation that we now have an opportunity
to deliver,” Buttigieg said. Former vice president
Biden also took aim at the trillion-dollar reform,
saying it would be wiser to build on existing Oba-
macare and provide a public option. “The fact is
that right now the vast majority of Democrats do
not support Medicare for All,” Biden said.

Biden is the face of the Democratic Party es-

tablishment and is the current frontrunner. He
turned 77 on Wednesday and appeared to stum-
ble over his words on several occasions, including
during his opening remarks. Buttigieg, the military
veteran mayor of South Bend, Indiana, who at 37
is less than half Biden’s age, sought to paint him-
self as a young outsider who should be elected
commander-in-chief despite his slender resume.

“I get it’s not traditional establishment Washing-
ton experience, but I would argue we need some-
thing very different right now,” Buttigieg, mayor of
a small city in Indiana, told his rivals. But when
pressed by Senator Kamala Harris, the only black
woman in the race, about his low polling among
African-American voters, Buttigieg acknowledged
he had yet to convince one of the party’s most im-
portant constituencies. “I welcome the challenge of
connecting with black voters in America who don’t
yet know me,” said Buttigieg, the first major openly-
gay US presidential candidate.

“While I do not have the experience of ever
having been discriminated against because of the
color of my skin, I do have the experience of
sometimes feeling like a stranger in my own coun-
try.”  Biden leads in national polling, followed by
Warren and Sanders. But Buttigieg has cracked
into the top tier in the past month, and now tops
the polls in Iowa which stages the first nomination
contest in February.

Warren was the candidate to watch last month
but her campaign has plateaued.  She has made
headway by pledging to end a system that she

described during the debate as working “better
for... the rich and well-connected, and worse and
worse for everyone else. “I’m tired of freeloading
billionaires,” she said. As the 10 qualifying candi-
dates rumbled in their nationally televised show-
down, dominating the political discourse is the
high-stakes impeachment hearings into Trump’s
dealings with Ukraine. 

Democrats accuse Trump of conditioning mil-

itary aid and a White House meeting on Kiev’s an-
nouncing investigations of Biden and his son
Hunter, who worked with a Ukrainian energy
company while his father was vice president. But
some candidates warned that obsessing over the
president could sabotage Democrats’ efforts. “We
cannot simply be consumed by Donald Trump,”
Sanders said. “Because if we are, you know what?
We’re going to lose the election.” — AFP 
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Buttigieg faces challenges in attracting black voters

Democrat debate exposes divides 
despite a united front on Trump

ATLANTA, Georgia: Democratic presidential hopeful Mayor of South Bend, Indiana, Pete Buttigieg
speaks to journalist Chris Matthews, left, in the Spin Room after participating in the fifth Demo-
cratic primary debate of the 2020 presidential campaign season co-hosted by MSNBC and The
Washington Post at Tyler Perry Studios in Atlanta, Georgia. — AFP 

Quid pro quo:
Latin phrase
dominates US 
impeachment 
NEW YORK: “Quid pro quo.” There’s no
escaping the Latin phrase in America right
now. It’s front and center of impeachment
proceedings against Donald Trump and om-
nipresent across airwaves and social media.
The expression, literally meaning “something
for something,” made headlines again
Wednesday when US ambassador to the Eu-
ropean Union Gordon Sondland told law-
makers Trump had sought such a deal with
Ukraine. The Democratic-led investigation is
probing whether Trump abused his position
as president by withholding aid in the hope
Ukraine would dig dirt on potential 2020
rival Joe Biden.

The Democrats allege that Trump wanted
Ukraine to open a corruption probe into
Biden and his son Hunter in exchange for a
coveted White House summit and/or $391
million of military aid-in other words a “quid
pro quo.” If the House of Representatives,
which has a Democratic majority, votes to

impeach him, Trump will face trial in the Sen-
ate to decide whether he be removed from
office. Pushing back at the accusation,
Trump, his Republican supporters and right-
wing commentators have chosen a rallying
cry: there was “no quid pro quo.” 

Repeated ad nauseam: the phrase echoes
the “no collusion” mantra adopted by the
president during special counsel Robert
Mueller’s investigation into Russian meddling
in the 2016 election. Linguists say using the
same expression over and over again is a
clever way of lodging a specific idea in voters’
brains. Since Republicans have the majority in
the Senate, impeachment is unlikely. But De-
mocrats hope they can at least convince vot-
ers that Trump abused his position to serve his
political interests, thereby encouraging them
to vote him out of office next year. It is unclear
how impactful the phrase is, however. 

‘Bribery’ 
Earlier this month, 33 American writers

signed a letter to The New York Times ask-
ing it to stop using the phrase in regard to
the impeachment inquiry. “Most people
don’t understand what it means, and in any
case it doesn’t refer only to a crime,” they
wrote.  “Asking for a favor is not a criminal
act; we frequently demand things from for-
eign countries before giving them aid, like
asking them to improve their human rights
record,” they added.  — AFP 

Diplomat implicates
Trump in explosive 
testimony 
WASHINGTON: A senior US diplomat directly
implicated President Donald Trump Wednesday
in a scheme to force Ukraine to probe a political
rival, in bombshell testimony to a televised im-
peachment hearing. Gordon Sondland, the am-
bassador to the European Union, told lawmakers
he followed the president’s orders in seeking a
“quid pro quo” deal for Ukraine to investigate
Democrat Joe Biden in exchange for a White
House summit.

Sondland said Trump’s personal lawyer Rudy
Giuliani led the effort at Trump’s direction to
pressure Ukraine President Volodymr Zelensky
for the investigation and that top officials in the
White House and State Department knew about
it. The unexpectedly damning testimony drew a
sharp backlash from Trump who tweeted: “This
Witch Hunt must end NOW. So bad for our
Country!”. Trump said he barely knew Sondland
and had not spoken to him much, despite the sen-
ior diplomat having donated $1 million to his in-
auguration and testifying that he had spoken to
the president some 20 times while ambassador.

Bombshell testimony 
Democrats said Sondland’s seven hours of tes-

timony before the House Intelligence Committee
had bolstered their case for Trump’s impeachment
for what they have labeled “extortion”. “Today’s
testimony is among the most significant evidence
to date,” said committee chairman Adam Schiff.
“It goes right to the heart of the issue of bribery
as well as other potential high crimes or misde-
meanors.” A succession of Democrats hoping to
win the nomination to take on Trump in next
year’s election also said the testimony had
strengthened the case for impeachment as the
issue dominated the opening exchanges in their
latest televised primary debate.

Sondland said Trump directed him and two
other senior diplomats to work with Giuliani.
From early in the year, Giuliani mounted a pres-
sure campaign on Zelensky’s government to in-
vestigate Biden over his son Hunter’s ties to a
Ukrainian energy company, Burisma, and to
probe a conspiracy theory espoused by Trump
that Ukraine helped Democrats against him in
2016. Biden is one of the favorites to challenge
Trump in next year’s presidential election.

“Mr. Giuliani demanded that Ukraine make a
public statement announcing the investigations of
the 2016 election/DNC server and Burisma,”
Sondland told the panel. “Mr Giuliani’s requests
were a quid pro quo for arranging a White House
visit for President Zelensky.” Far from being a
“rogue” operation outside normal US diplomatic
channels, Sondland told the hearing top officials
— including Vice President Mike Pence and Sec-
retary of State Mike Pompeo - were kept con-
stantly informed. “We followed the president’s
orders,” he said.  — AFP


