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BENGHAZI: Forces loyal to Libyan strongman
Khalifa Haftar said they shot down an Italian
drone in western Libya, flying in a zone under
their control. “We shot down the Italian drone
with an anti-aircraft missile, north of Tarhouna,”
the rear base of Haftar’s forces, southeast of
Tripoli, said Haftar’s spokesman Ahmad Al-Mes-
mari. “We are still waiting for an explanation
about the reasons why the drone flew over
Libyan territory,” Mesmari added.

Italy’s ministry of defense said earlier that the
drone “crashed on Libyan territory while carry-
ing out a mission” to ensure the safety of oil
platforms and fishermen off Libya. “An investi-
gation is under way to determine the causes of
the incident,” Rome said in a brief statement,
adding that “the flight plan was previously com-
municated to the Libyan authorities”. The pro-
Haftar forces initially announced that they had
shot down a Turkish drone. It comes days after
the UN’s Libya envoy pleaded with foreign ac-
tors to honor an arms embargo

Ghassan Salame said “external parties” were

operating drone strikes that are increasing civil-
ian casualties, adding that the growing use of ex-
perienced mercenaries was intensifying the
conflict. Libya has been mired in chaos since a
NATO-backed uprising that toppled and killed
dictator Muammar Gaddafi in 2011. The UN-
recognized Government of National Accord is
contested by a parallel administration in the east,
backed by Haftar. 

Haftar launched an offensive on April 4 with
his self-proclaimed Libyan National Army to
take the capital, but the conflict’s frontlines have
moved little. Faced with a standoff, the two sides
have turned to sophisticated weaponry in the
hope of gaining an advantage in a battle that has
killed over 1,000, injured close to 6,000 and
forced 120,000 people from their homes, ac-
cording to UN figures. Haftar is backed by Saudi
Arabia, Egypt and the UAE, while Turkey and
Qatar back his rival.

Foreign interference
Meanwhile, UN’s Libya envoy pleaded with

foreign actors to honor an arms embargo on the
conflict-torn country as he said an attack on a
Tripoli factory Monday may amount to a war
crime. Ghassan Salame accused unnamed coun-
tries of worsening the violence in Libya in a
strongly worded address via video link to the
United Nations Security Council in New York.
He said “external parties” were operating drone
strikes that are increasing civilian casualties,
adding that the growing use of experienced
mercenaries was intensifying the conflict.

“The dangers and direct consequences of
foreign interference are increasingly evident,”
said Salame, warning of a “race against time” to
secure a peaceful resolution to the conflict.
Salame called for external actors to adhere to a
UN arms embargo imposed on Libya since 2011.
He did not mention any names but a confidential
report seen by AFP earlier this month found that
Jordan, Turkey and the United Arab Emirates
have regularly violated the embargo.

The year-long study found that the three
countries “routinely and sometimes blatantly

supplied weapons with little effort to disguise
the source.” According to diplomats, Jordan was
accused of having trained troops of Khalifa Haf-
tar, a military strongman in eastern Libya who
launched an offensive in April in a bid to seize
Tripoli from fighters loyal to the Government of
National Accord (GNA). The United Arab Emi-
rates — another Haftar backer — is suspected
of using attack aircraft on behalf of his Libyan
National Army (LNA) forces.

The UAE is suspected of involvement in a
July 2 bombing of a detention center for mi-
grants in a Tripoli suburb which left around 50
people dead. Salame said in his briefing that
LNA forces were increasingly using unguided
bombs in airstrikes on populated areas of
Tripoli. “It is our judgment that the drone infra-
structure and operations are facilitated by ex-
ternal parties to the conflict,” he added, without
naming names. Salame said an attack on a bis-
cuit factory in southern Tripoli Monday had
killed 10 people and “may constitute a war
crime.” —Agencies 

Pro-Haftar forces in Libya 
‘shoot down Italian drone’

UN envoy slams foreign interference, air strikes in Libya

Ultra-Orthodox Jews fight 
domestic violence in Israel
KFAR SABA: “If you are scared, that is not shlom bayit,” reads
the slogan that Esty Shushan hopes will encourage religious
Jewish Israeli women like her to leave violent marriages. The
phrase, which literally translates as “peaceful home”, is vitally
important in Judaism — meaning an obligation to protect the
unity of the family.

Shushan, 42, is making sure to frame her organization’s cam-
paign in the language of her ultra-Orthodox community, which
makes up around 10 percent of Israel’s population. Seven years
ago, driven by high levels of gender inequality in her community,
Shushan co-founded an association to improve ultra-Orthodox
women’s visibility and political representation.  Called
Nivcharot, meaning “The Chosen”, it now has around 15,000
supporters. Ultra-Orthodox Jews live in close-knit communities
often closed off to the wider world, with patriarchal family
structures common.

Shushan and her colleagues hope that ultra-Orthodox
women will be more comfortable opening up to others from
their own community. In a room in an educational centre in the
city of Kfar Saba north of Tel Aviv in central Israel, they meet
to finalize their new campaign. Hair hidden under hats or wigs,
they wear long clothes that cover their elbows and knees, pre-
serving their modesty in the traditional way for ultra-Orthodox
Jews. Over pizza and soft drinks, they strategize how best to en-
courage victims to speak out.

Rabbi first 
Violence against women occurs throughout Israeli society, said

Mally Shechory Bitton, a couples therapist and professor at Ariel
University in the Israeli settlement of Ariel in the occupied West
Bank. But in ultra-Orthodox communities there is also a taboo on
discussing it, she said, with a feeling that you “shouldn’t wash your
dirty linen in public”. “Orthodox women turn to the rabbi before
turning to the police, which also makes the phenomenon of do-
mestic violence difficult to quantify,” she said. —AFP

Police choppers 
a terrifying sight 
in Rio slums
RIO DE JANEIRO: For those who live in Rio de Janeiro’s crime-wracked
slums, danger and fear are not just around every corner-they also come
from the sky. Police snipers in helicopters-who fire off shots from above,
sometimes in close proximity to day care centers and schools-can make
the favelas feel like a war zone. “When they fly at low altitude, it feels like
they are going to land right on our homes. The sound is deafening and the
windows rattle,” says 30-year-old Thais Custodio, who lives in a sprawling
network of 16 favelas known as the Mare. Located near the international
airport serving Brazil’s tourism capital, Mare is home to more than 140,000
people. In the labyrinth of alleys, amid a tangle of electrical wires hanging
every which way, youths armed with assault-style rifles are a common sight.

Mare is a high-risk zone-there is even a thoroughfare, known as the
“Gaza Strip,” which separates territory controlled by two rival drug gangs.
Unlike some Rio favelas perched on steep hills, the ramshackle homes in
Mare were built on a flat surface-making it an easy target for police hel-
icopter raids. In 2009, one such chopper was shot down by drug traffickers
shooting from a hill in the north of the city. Three people were killed in the
incident, and it left a mark on the community. A decade later, security
forces are carrying out more and more air raids.

According to the local non-governmental organization Redes da Mare
(Mare Networks), helicopters were used in eight of 21 police operations
in the complex in the first half of the year. Fifteen people died in the raids
overall, 14 of them in the operations involving helicopters. In comparison,
choppers were used in only three operations there in all of 2018. For Camila
Barros, who leads research efforts and collects data on security for the
NGO, it is impossible to know if the shots fired from the helicopters were
the fatal ones. Barros says the aircraft are most often used to pinpoint the
location of suspected drug traffickers, and the shots are meant to hem
them in. “They fly very low, in circles, to corner suspects and drive them
towards agents on the ground who are tasked with killing them,” Barros
claimed. “In June, we went to the scene of an operation a few hours after
the fact, and we counted more than 100 bullet impacts.”

Silvia Ramos, a specialist at the Center for Research on Security and
Citizenship (CESeC), said the increased use of helicopters in police raids
is directly linked to the arrival in January of a new governor for Rio de

Janeiro state, Wilson Witzel. Witzel, a tough-on-crime politician in the vein
of far-right President Jair Bolsonaro, made headlines in May when he ap-
peared in a video aboard a helicopter as officers fired shots into a favela.
“Before, the use of helicopters was an exception, but it is becoming the
rule under this government,” Ramos said. “We’re seeing more and more
deadly police operations that are wreaking havoc” in the favelas, she said,
underscoring the damaging psychological effect of the raids on residents.

How can Rio police justify the use of force that seems more appro-
priate for a war zone? For some lawmakers, the favelas are just that. “We
are in a civil war,” right-wing lawmaker Capitao Augusto, one of the
leaders of the pro-weapons lobby in Brazil’s legislature said. “If a person
is armed with an assault rifle, that person is a threat and should be neu-
tralized-it doesn’t matter if the person is shot by a sniper, a drone or from
a helicopter.” —AFP

RIO DE JANEIRO: In this file photo a PM paramilitary police helicopter overflies
the Favela da Mare shantytown complex in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. —AFP


