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Pakistan 16-year-old 
to make Test debut 
against Australia
BRISBANE: Teenage bowling sensation Naseem
Shah will become one of the youngest cricketers
to play a Test after Pakistan captain Azhar Ali
confirmed yesterday the 16-year-old will make
his debut at the Gabba.

Shah, who opted to remain on tour after his
mother died last week, made the grade for
Thursday’s first Test after impressing with an
eight-over spell against Australia A in Perth. “We
are definitely looking to play him — he is bowling
really well,” Azhar said ahead of the series opener
in Brisbane.

Only handful of players have made their debut
aged 16, including Sachin Tendulkar who went on
to become an Indian batting legend. The youngest
Test player is listed by Cricinfo as Pakistan’s
Hasan Raza, who was 14 on his 1996 debut,
though his date of birth was later disputed

Azhar said he had faith in Shah’s abilities
through a high-pressure five-day game. “He’s
very fit , I  have captained him in f irst-class
matches and he has overs under his belt,” he
said. “I’m sure that he can do that in Test match-
es as well, I have no doubts in his fitness and his
bowling skills. 

“Not many players can reach that standard so
early but there are exceptions and he’s one of
them,” he added. “We are all looking forward to
him having a very successful career.”  Pakistan
have a history of blooding promising players ear-
ly, accounting for six of the 10 youngest to play
Test matches.

But Naseem, who has only played seven first-
class games, is also carrying the huge extra bur-
den of his mother passing away. Pakistan great
Wasim Akram said if someone was good enough,
then age did not come into it.

“I think it’s a blessing in disguise because
when you’re 16-17, you don’t even know what the
word pressure means,” Akram told Fox Sports
Australia. “You just want to go out and play.
“When I was 17, I didn’t know what pressure
meant, I was loving it. I think the same goes for
Naseem. When he becomes a star he’ll know what
pressure means. At this age he’ll just be raring to
go.”

Pakistan also have two 19-year-old fast
bowlers in Musa Khan and Shaheen Afridi and
Azhar said they were taking a fearless attitude
into the two-match series in Australia. “We have
the talent to potentially do well here,” he said.

“We come with fresh faces and a new look to
the Test team and we are very confident that if we
execute our skills, we have the potential to beat
Australia.  “To do that we have to just keep
believing and play with no fear.” —AFP

PITTSBURG: Brock Nelson scored his second goal of the
game, on his own rebound at 2:55 of overtime, as the visiting
New York Islanders downed the Pittsburgh Penguins 5-4 on
Tuesday to stretch their point streak to 15 games, matching a
franchise record. Ryan Pulock tied it 4-4 for New York with 1:32
left in regulation on a blast from the center point with goalie
Semyon Varlamov pulled. Anthony Beauvillier and Josh Bailey
also scored and Nick Leddy had three assists for New York.
Varlamov made 27 saves. The Islanders are 14-0-1 in their
streak, the only blemish a Nov. 7 overtime loss to Pittsburgh.
The Penguins got two goals from Brandon Tanev, a goal and an
assist from Jake Guentzel, a goal from Bryan Rust and two
assists from Evgeni Malkin. Matt Murray stopped 37 shots.

AVALANCHE 3, FLAMES 2
Andre Burakovsky scored twice and goalie Philipp

Grubauer made 31 saves in his return from injury as visiting
Colorado beat struggling Calgary. Grubauer was back after
missing five games with a lower-body injury for the
Avalanche, who have won five of their past six games. It was
the seventh consecutive game in which the Flames surren-
dered the first goal and the 16th in 24 games this season.

OILERS 5, SHARKS 2
Connor McDavid had a goal and two assists as

Edmonton snapped host San Jose’s six-game winning streak.
Markus Granlund, Zack Kassian, Jujhar Khaira and James
Neal also scored for the Oilers, who won for the sixth time
in their past 10 games (6-2-2). Defensemen Darnell Nurse
and Oscar Klefbom each had two assists, and Mikko
Koskinen made 33 saves. Kevin Labanc and Barclay
Goodrow tallied for the Sharks, whose streak included a 6-3
home victory against Edmonton a week earlier. Martin Jones
stopped 24 of 29 shots.

BRUINS 5, DEVILS 1
Matt Grzelcyk and David Pastrnak scored two goals

apiece to help Boston cruise to a win in Newark, NJ. The
two-goal game was the first in the NHL for Grzelcyk, who
hadn’t  scored a regular-season goal since Apri l  6.
Pastrnak’s two-goal game was his third multi-goal effort of
the season. Connor Clifton capped the scoring for the
Bruins, who won for just the second time in seven games (2-
2-3). Goalie Tuukka Rask made 25 saves. Blake Coleman
scored for the Devils.

SENATORS 4, RED WINGS 3
Anthony Duclair had two goals and an assist as visiting

Ottawa edged Detroit. Duclair also had two goals in the
Senators’ 5-2 home victory over Detroit earlier this season.
Jean-Gabriel Pageau and Brady Tkachuk tallied the other
Ottawa goals on Tuesday, and Anders Nilsson made 35 saves.
Robby Fabbri, Valtteri Filppula and Anthony Mantha scored

for the Red Wings. Filppula and Filip Hronek (two assists) both
had two-point games, and Jonathan Bernier made 29 saves.

BLUES 3, LIGHTNING 1
Oskar Sundqvist scored the decisive third-period goal to

lift St. Louis past visiting Tampa Bay. The Blues have earned
points in 10 of their past 11 games, going 8-1-2. The Lightning
lost their second straight game after a three-game winning
streak. They also lost winger Nikita Kucherov, who departed
the game in the second period after Blues forward Brayden
Schenn knocked him to the ice from behind. David Perron and
Jaden Schwartz also scored for the Blues, and goaltender
Jordan Binnington made 17 saves. Anthony Cirelli scored for
the Lightning, and Andrei Vasilevskiy stopped 31 of 33 shots.

BLUE JACKETS 5, CANADIENS 2
Pierre-Luc Dubois recorded two goals and an assist as

Columbus defeated visiting Montreal. The five goals marked a
season high for the Blue Jackets, who entered the game with a
league-worst 45 goals. The offense was sparked by the newly
assembled line of Dubois, Emil Bemstrom and Sonny Milano,
who have combined for four goals and five assists in just more
than four periods skating as a unit. Bemstrom, 20, had a goal
and an assist for the first multi-point game of his young
career. The rookie now has six points (three goals, three
assists) over a five-game points streak.

PANTHERS 5, FLYERS 2
Jonathan Huberdeau scored a goal and later survived a

crosscheck that drew blood as host Florida defeated
Philadelphia in Sunrise, Fla. Huberdeau and Flyers defense-
man Philippe Myers were jostling in front of Philadelphia’s net
early in the second period. Myers ended the skirmish with a
crosscheck to Huberdeau’s face, drawing blood and giving the
Panthers a four-minute power play. Huberdeau was able to
return to action. The Panthers also got goals from Colton
Sceviour, Brett Connolly, Aleksander Barkov and Mike
Hoffman. Panthers goalie Sergei Bobrovsky made 35 saves for
the win, including 14 in the third period without surrendering
a goal. Travis Sanheim and Morgan Frost (in his NHL debut)
scored for the Flyers.

HURRICANES 4, BLACKHAWKS 2
Nino Niederreiter had a goal and an assist, and Carolina

held on for a victory at Chicago. Martin Necas, Andrei
Svechnikov and Sebastian Aho also scored for the Hurricanes,
who won their fourth consecutive game. Lucas Wallmark fin-
ished with a pair of assists, and Petr Mrazek made 30 saves.
Defensemen Erik Gustafsson and Connor Murphy scored for
the Blackhawks. The loss snapped a four-game winning
streak for Chicago, which failed to earn at least one point for
only the third time in the past 12 games. Robin Lehner
stopped 29 shots.

JETS 2, PREDATORS 1
Nikolaj Ehlers scored his 100th career goal, Connor

Hellebuyck made 38 saves, and Winnipeg topped host Nashville
for its third straight win. Patrik Laine also scored for the Jets,
who are 7-1-1 in their past nine games. Nick Bonino had the
lone goal for the Pedators, who are on a five-game winless
streak (0-4-1) and are 1-5-2 in their past eight games. Juuse
Saros made 23 saves for the Predators.

STARS 6, CANUCKS 1
Jamie Benn collected two goals and an assist and Ben

Bishop made 32 saves as host Dallas topped Vancouver to
extend its point streak to nine games. Justin Dowling,
Corey Perry and defenseman Miro Heiskanen each scored
and set up a goal for the Stars, who have eight wins dur-
ing their point streak and are 11-1-1 in their past 13 con-
tests. Bo Horvat scored to snap his nine-game goal
drought for the Canucks, who have lost seven of their
past eight games (1-5-2) following their second setback
to Dallas in six days.

WILD 4, SABRES 1
Zach Parise netted two first-period goals to power

Minnesota past host Buffalo, marking the 49th multiple-goal
game of his 15-year career. Jason Zucker tallied an empty-net
goal and an assist, Jonas Brodin scored, and Alex Stalock made
30 saves for the Wild, who improved to 10-1-1 in their past 12
games in Buffalo. Kevin Fiala posted an assist, giving him four
goals and three assists in his past eight games. Brandon
Montour scored, and Linus Ullmark stopped 22 shots for
Buffalo, which dropped to 2-7-2 in its past 11.

GOLDEN KNIGHTS 4, MAPLE LEAFS 2
Cody Glass recorded a goal and an assist to help Vegas defeat

Toronto in Las Vegas. Mark Stone, Tomas Nosek and Cody Eakin
also scored for the Golden Knights. Max Pacioretty had two assists,
and Marc-Andre Fleury made 31 saves. Jason Spezza had a goal
and an assist, Zach Hyman also scored, and Frederik Andersen
made 33 saves for the Maple Leafs. Toronto’s losing streak
stretched to six games (0-5-1), its longest since an 0-5-1 stretch
from Feb. 27-March 7, 2016.  —Reuters

McDavid, Oilers snap Sharks’ winning streak

Isles nip Penguins, extend 
point streak to 15 games

CALGARY: Matthew Tkachuk #19 of the Calgary Flames takes a shot on Philipp Grubauer #31 of the
Colorado Avalanche during an NHL game at Scotiabank Saddledome in Calgary, Alberta, Canada. —AFP

Four years on, 
traditionalist India 
joins cricket’s 
pink-ball party
KOLKATA: India will become the last
major cricketing nation to enter the
pink-ball Test era tomorrow after long
resisting innovations to the five-day
format. The second Test against
Bangladesh in Kolkata will be a day-
night affair — partly played under
floodlights, and with a pink ball rather
than red for better visibility.

Day-night Tests, aimed at increasing
crowds and TV audiences for the five-
day games, were successfully introduced
in 2015 but India has balked at joining
the party. India’s new cricket chief
Sourav Ganguly had to work hard to
convince both teams to play under
floodlights but he has now arranged a
grand spectacle at Kolkata’s Eden
Gardens.

Virat Kohli’s India appear in little
danger of losing the ground-breaking
fixture, as they already lead the two-
match series 1-0 after a crushing win in
Indore. The Board of Control for Cricket
in India has kept away from day-night
Tests since the first pink ball game in
Adelaide between Australia and New
Zealand in 2015. It refused to play a Test
under lights in Australia last year.

England, Pakistan, South Africa, Sri
Lanka and West Indies have all played at

least one day-night Test but the BCCI,
by far the richest and most powerful
board in world cricket, dodged it,
reportedly due to a negative player
feedback.

It echoes India’s resistance to the
Decision Review System, which it belat-
edly embraced years after the technolo-
gy had become standard in other coun-
tries. Despite the delayed introduction,
former India captain Sunil Gavaskar
told AFP that the future is bright for
pink-ball games.

“When day-night cricket started not
many thought it would be successful but
look at the huge following it has now, so
there’s no reason to believe that day
night Test cricket won’t be successful
too,” said Gavaskar.

“The only thing I feel is that the stats
for pink-ball Test cricket should be sep-
arately maintained from red-ball cricket.
“Similarly for limited-overs cricket also
the stats should be separate for red-ball
and white-ball, or some sort of distinc-
tion made so that future generations can
know what was what.”

DEW DILIGENCE 
Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina and West Bengal chief minister
Mamata Banerjee will ring the bell at the
start of the game at Kolkata’s famous
Eden Gardens ground. Kohli said the
change of colour will test the batsmen as
the pink balls behave differently than the
red ones used in day-time Tests.

“The pink-ball Test is going to be
exciting, will be a challenge for the bat-
ters. With the older ball, it doesn’t

swing that much so the bowlers will
have a challenge,” Kohli said after their
opening win.

“We’re just happy to be among the
first to play pink-ball cricket for India.”
India have experimented with pink balls
in domestic cricket, including a club
game in Kolkata. But not many players
in the current squad are used to the
new balls, which were tested during
hurriedly organised net sessions during
the first Test.

But Gavaskar said Kohli’s team —
which leads the world Test championship
table and is aiming to secure a 12th
straight series win at home — can con-

quer any facet of the game.
“This is a magnificent Indian team

which can find a way to win even if they
are playing on the snow in Iceland or
sand in the Sahara desert,” said
Gavaskar. “So it does not matter whether
any of the players have played earlier
with the pink ball or not.”

Former Australia umpire Simon
Taufel said “adaptability” will be key
for players and officials when the colour
of the ball will appear to change during
twilight. “We need to adapt just like
everybody else. I stood in a pink-ball
trial at Lord’s and it was different,”
Taufel told AFP. —AFP

Paine says Australia 
have done homework 
on young Pakistan
BRISBANE: Captain Tim Paine said yester-
day Australia were wary of being “sur-
prised” by Pakistan’s young pace attack,
which could include 16-year-old sensation
Naseem Shah, and admitted they had been
studying as much footage as possible.

The home team go into the first Test at
the Gabba in Brisbane starting today as
overwhelming favourites, with Pakistan hav-
ing lost losing their last 12 five-day matches
in Australia. But the tourists’ attack has an
element of the unknown, with not only
Naseem tipped to make his debut but 19-
year-old pacemen Shaheen Afridi and Musa
Khan in the squad. “We’ve prepared for all
of them. That’s the thing with Pakistan, they
have a lot of different options, a lot of skill
and by the looks of it a fair bit of pace,” said
Paine. “So we’ve made sure we’ve looked at
as much footage as possible of their pace

attack, and their batters. “What we don’t
want is to go out there tomorrow at some
stage and be surprised by something we
see, whether that’s their spinner, their quicks
or their batsmen. So we’ve done our
research.” Naseem, whose mother died last
week, has only played seven first-class
games, but impressed with a fiery eight-
over spell against Australia A in Perth in the
build-up.

Paine said he had played with 16-year-
olds in club cricket, but never on such a big
stage. “He looks like a really, really exciting
talent,” he said. “Pakistan have got a knack
of finding these young fast bowlers so it
looks like they have another one to add to
that rich history of fast bowlers that they
seem to produce.” Pakistan also boast the
impressive Muhammad Abbas and veteran
Imran Khan senior among their fast bowling
arsenal while Yasir Shah is a prolific leg-
spinner.

They wil l  be hoping to make quick
inroads into the Australian top order in
Brisbane, but face huge hurdles in knocking
over David Warner and Steve Smith. Smith
carried his side in the recent Ashes series

against England and Paine said he wanted to
see the rest of the batsmen offer him more
support against Pakistan. 

“Probably during the Ashes we relied too
heavily on Steve, so the rest of top seven are
really keen to score a lot of runs,” he said.
“Traditionally we love batting in Australia,
we have had some real success on this
ground, it’s a great ground to bat on if you
can get in and spend a lot of time out there.”

Joe Burns, who scored a century in his
last Test against Sri Lanka in February, is
expected to open with Warner. Smith or
Marnus Labuschagne will bat at number
three, followed by Travis Head, Matthew
Wade and Paine.

Coach Justin Langer echoed Paine’s call
for more consistency from Australia’s bat-
ting line-up. “We’re number five in the
world in Test cricket at the moment, and
there’s reasons for that,” Langer said. “One
of them is that we don’t score 300-plus in
the first innings enough. Our batters are
very aware of that. “We’re not going to shy
away from that. It’s no secret. We know
we’ve got to keep improving and I’m confi-
dent we will.” —AFP

KOLKATA: India’s cricket team captain Virat Kohli (R) kicks a soccer ball with
teammates as they warm up during a practice session at The Eden Gardens
cricket stadium in Kolkata yesterday, ahead of the second Test cricket match
between India and Bangladesh. —AFP

BRISBANE: This handout picture taken and
released courtesy of Mazher Arshad yes-
terday shows Australia’s captain Tim Paine
(L) and Pakistan’s captain Azhar Ali posing
with the series trophy ahead of the first
cricket Test match between Australia and
Pakistan at the Gabba in Brisbane. —AFP


