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Doncic scores 42 in triple-double
Holiday brothers lead Pacers to rout over Nets

DALLAS: Luka Doncic #77 of the Dallas Mavericks and Dejounte Murray #5 of the San Antonio Spurs at American Airlines Center in Dallas, Texas. — AFP

DALLAS: Luka Doncic poured in a career-high 42 points,
grabbed 11 rebounds and recorded 12 assists to lead the
Dallas Mavericks to a 117-110 win over the visiting San
Antonio Spurs on Monday for their second straight victo-
ry. The triple-double was Doncic’s league-leading sixth of
the season. Finney-Smith had 22 points for Dallas, Kristaps
Porzingis added 18 points and 10 rebounds, and Jalen
Brunson scored 11 points in the win. It was the first time
the Mavericks scored 110 or more points against San
Antonio since January 2010. DeMar DeRozan scored a
season-high 36 points for the reeling Spurs, who lost their
sixth straight game. San Antonio hadn’t lost that many in a
row since the 2010-11 season, when it dropped six straight
in March and April. The Spurs went on to finish that regu-
lar season with 61 wins.

PACERS 115, NETS 86
Aaron Holiday scored a career-high 24 points, and brother

Justin Holiday added a season-high 20 points as Indiana
shook off a sluggish start and continued its success over the
Brooklyn with a victory in New York. The Pacers beat the
Nets for the second time this season, 11th time in 12 meetings
and sixth straight time in Brooklyn. Aaron Holiday added a
career-high 13 assists. T.J. Warren had 19 points while
Domantas Sabonis collected 16 points and a career-high 18
rebounds. The Nets lost for the fourth time in five games and
were blown out in their second game without Kyrie Irving
(right shoulder impingement). Irving was listed as question-
able for the game but was ruled out Monday afternoon.
Spencer Dinwiddie started for Irving and scored 28 points.

CLIPPERS 90, THUNDER 88
Paul George’s 3-pointer with 25.9 seconds remaining was

the difference, and Los Angeles held off visiting Oklahoma
City. Montrezl Harrell had 28 points and 12 rebounds for the
Clippers. George, who scored 70 total points in his previous
two games, finished with 18 points against his former club.
Clippers star Kawhi Leonard missed his third consecutive
game due to a left knee contusion. Chris Paul scored 22
points and recorded four steals, and Danilo Gallinari had 14

points for the Thunder. However, Gallinari missed a potential
game-winning shot near the end.

ROCKETS 132, TRAIL BLAZERS 108
James Harden and Russell Westbrook combined 64 points

as host Houston won the battle of the backcourts, defeating
Portland. While Harden scored 23 of his 36 points in the first
half, Westbrook came alive in the second half with 15 of his 28
points. Westbrook added 13 rebounds and 10 assists overall
as Houston extended its winning streak to eight games. The
Rockets were bolstered by the return of center Clint Capela
(22 points, 20 rebounds) from a concussion and Danuel
House Jr. (11 points) from a sore back. Damian Lillard and CJ
McCollum, the Trail Blazers’ high-scoring guard tandem,
totaled 38 points on 14-of-34 shooting. McCollum had 25
points while Lillard had 13, shooting just 4 of 15 overall and 1
of 6 from 3-point range.

CELTICS 99, SUNS 85
Jayson Tatum scored 14 of his season-high 26 points in the

third quarter and added a season-high 11 rebounds, and
Boston downed host Phoenix to get back on the winning
track. Kemba Walker produced 19 points for Boston, and
Marcus Smart had 17 points before leaving in the fourth quar-
ter with an ankle sprain. Daniel Theis grabbed a season-high
11 rebounds for the Celtics, who had a 10-game winning
streak broken in a one-point loss at Sacramento on Sunday.
Devin Booker had 20 points, Kelly Oubre Jr. had 15 points, and
Dario Saric had nine points and 10 rebounds for the Suns.
Phoenix played without point guard Ricky Rubio (back
spasms) in posting a season low in points after winning five of
its previous seven games.

BUCKS 115, BULLS 101
Giannis Antetokounmpo scored 33 points and grabbed 10

rebounds, and Milwaukee finished closed the game on a 17-2
run to wipe out a 99-98 deficit and beat host Chicago. Brook
Lopez had 19 points and 10 rebounds to go with five blocked
shots for Milwaukee, which won its fourth game in a row.
George Hill scored 18, and Donte DiVincenzo finished with

15. Rookie Daniel Gafford amassed 21 points on 10-of-12
shooting for the Bulls. The second-round draft pick from
Arkansas entered the game with zero points in four games off
the bench.

TIMBERWOLVES 112, JAZZ 102
Karl-Anthony Towns matched his career high of seven 3-

pointers and contributed 29 points and 13 rebounds to lead
Minnesota over Utah in Salt Lake City. Jeff Teague recorded
21 points and 11 assists for Minnesota, which halted a two-
game slide. Robert Covington scored 15 points, Kelan Martin
added 14 on 6-of-7 shooting and Josh Okogie had 11 for the
Timberwolves. Bojan Bogdanovic scored 18 points but
Donovan Mitchell struggled with 5-of-23 shooting while
scoring 17 points for Utah, which dropped to 6-1 at home.
Rudy Gobert registered 16 points and 14 rebounds.

RAPTORS 132, HORNETS 96
OG Anunoby scored a career-best 24 points, and

Toronto demolished visiting Charlotte for its biggest margin
of victory of the season. Pascal Siakam scored 20 points
and Norman Powell contributed 17 for the Raptors, who
were returning home after a 3-2 road trip. Terence Davis
chipped in with 16 off the Toronto bench as the Raptors
improved to 5-0 at home. Marvin Williams led four other
teammates in double figures by scoring 14 for the Hornets,
who had won two in a row.

KNICKS 123, CAVALIERS 105
Julius Randle scored 13 of his game-high 30 points during

a pivotal first-quarter run for host Knicks, who never trailed in
a blowout win over Cleveland. The Knicks are 2-2 since a 108-
87 home loss to the Cavaliers on Nov. 10, when team presi-
dent Steve Mills and general manager Scott Perry held a
postgame press conference to express their unhappiness with
New York’s performance. Randle’s 30-point effort was the
first by a Knicks player since April 7. The Cavaliers have
dropped four straight since routing the Knicks, including the
last three by a combined 48 points. Kevin Porter Jr. led
Cleveland with 18 points. — Reuters

MADRID: Luis Enrique has been reappointed Spain
coach, having resigned from the role in June as his late
daughter battled cancer, Spanish Football Federation
(RFEF) President Luis Rubiales said yesterday.

Rubiales said Robert Moreno, the former assistant
coach who steered Spain to Euro 2020 qualification after
Luis Enrique left, wanted to stand down so that he could
return. Luis Enrique’s daughter Xana died in September.
“Today we can confirm that Luis Enrique returns to his
role as coach,” Rubiales told a news conference.

“Everyone knew that if Luis Enrique wanted to return
he would have the doors to the national team open to him.”

Moreno, who led the team to seven victories and two
draws as Spain comfortably qualified for next summer’s
tournament, had said when appointed that he would step
aside if Luis Enrique wanted to return.

Moreno did not speak to media after his side’s 5-0 win

over Romania on Monday, and there have been reports
that he has fallen out with Luis Enrique and will not return
as his assistant.

“Luis Enrique’s decisions regarding his staff, as well as
Robert’s decision not to continue when he found out Luis
Enrique wanted to return, are personal things. You have to
ask them,” added Rubiales.

“On Monday, Robert sent us a message saying he
wanted to leave so as not to hinder the return of Luis
Enrique.” Rubiales confirmed that the 49-year-old Luis
Enrique, the former Barcelona coach, has a contract until
after the Qatar 2022 World Cup, and will stay on regard-
less of the team’s performance at Euro 2020. — Reuters

Luis Enrique returns
as Spain coach after 
daughter’s death

WELLINGTON: The CEO and part-owner of the
New Zealand Breakers apologised to fans yesterday
after the struggling pro basketball team were rocked
by off-court incidents this week.

The Breakers, four-times champions in Australia’s
National Basketball League (NBL), stood down
shooting guard Glen Rice Junior on Monday after the
American was charged with assault less than two
weeks after arriving as a replacement player.

Hours after Rice Jnr’s indefinite suspension, New
Zealand media reported that police met Breakers for-
ward Tom Vodanovich at Auckland airport following a
report of disorderly behaviour on the flight home
from a game in Perth on Sunday.

Breakers boss Matt Walsh, whose leadership has
been under heavy scrutiny after his recent clash with
NBL officialdom, said the buck stopped with him. “If
there are Breakers fans out there that are hurting, I
take responsibility for this,” he told Sky Sports News.

“If they need an apology from me, I’m sorry it did-
n’t work out with Glen. I’m sorry that we’ve had these
issues but I fully believe in what we’re doing and
we’re going to get there. “We’re going to get there, I
promise, we’re going to start winning some games
and order will be restored,” added Walsh, whose team
have lost seven of their opening nine games.

Rice Jnr, the son of three-times NBA All Star Glen
Rice, was arrested and charged with assault following
an incident at an Auckland nightclub last Thursday
and faces a court appearance today. After initially
backing him as “innocent until proven guilty”, Walsh
said on Monday that new information had come to
light that required the 28-year-old former Georgia
Tech basketballer be removed from the team.

“Regardless of the outcome of Glen’s court
appearance, there is no denying he has let down the
club, our fans and the New Zealand public after we
gave him this lifeline,” he said in a statement. Walsh
also confirmed New Zealand international Vodanovich
was intoxicated on the plane home after mixing
sleeping medication with alcohol.

He was not charged by police but issued a public
apology. “I am mortified to have embarrassed the club
and myself on the flight,” Vodanovich, who said he
could not remember the flight, said in a Breakers
statement. — Reuters
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