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Schoolboy seamer 
Naseem pitches 
up for unlikely 
debut in Australia
MELBOURNE: Teenage tearaways
are part of the fabric of Pakistan
cricket but schoolboy seamer
Naseem Shah could redefine the
term “wunderkind” if selected during
the test series in Australia.

The 16-year-old from Lower Dir
district on the border of Afghanistan
would eclipse former home captain
Ian Craig as the youngest test debu-
tant on Australian soil. Craig took the
field as a 17-year-old against South
Africa in 1953, scoring a half-century
at the Melbourne Cricket Ground.

Naseem, with only seven f irst
class matches under his belt, is the
youngest of three teenagers compet-
ing for a pace bowling slot in the
opening match at  the Gabba on

Thursday. Uncapped Muhammad
Musa and another 19-year-old,
Shaheen Afridi, who has three tests
to his  credit , are the other two
jost l ing in a pace unit  that  a lso
includes the more seasoned pair of
Mohammad Abbas and Imran Khan.

Coach Misbah-ul-Haq and his fel-
low selectors have been criticised by
Pakistan media for placing too much
expectation on such young shoul-
ders, particularly against an ascen-
dant team that thr ives on home
pitches.

But the Pakistan staff  bel ieve
boldness is key to transforming their
seventh-ranked side into a global
force. Gambling on youth has seen
some of the nation’s emerging talents
suffer bruising initiations in the past
and ultimately end up left by the
wayside.

Yet it has also unearthed a number
of gems. Waqar Younis, the country’s
second-highest test wicket-taker
after Wasim Akram, made his 1989
debut against India in Karachi a day
before his 18th birthday.

He took four wickets in the first
innings and went on to amass 373
victims in a career of 87 matches.
Now Pakistan’s  bowling coach,
Waqar said Naseem reminded him
of Austra l ia ’s  f iery fast  bowler
Dennis Lillee.

“He’s got a very similar action.
He’s not as big as Dennis — Dennis
was a big guy — but when he gets it
right, he’s a handful,” Waqar told
local media last week.

NO BAGGAGE
Australia seamer Pat Cummins,

who took a match-winning seven-
wicket haul as an 18-year-old debu-
tant against  South Afr ica, said
Naseem’s inexperience could work
for him. “Sometimes that’s almost
better, when you start off a little bit
naive,” Cummins told reporters.

“You just want to go out and bowl
fast and not be clouded by the bag-
gage of a few long days in the dirt.”
Naseem is carrying a heavy burden
of grief, however, following the death
of his mother last week.

He was offered the chance to head
home but elected to stay with the
Pakistan group to fulfil his family’s
wishes for his career, team manage-
ment said. After missing a day of the
tour game against Australia A while
on compassionate leave, he returned
to the side and bowled eight overs,
dismissing test opener Marcus Harris
with a brutal, rising delivery.

With the Gabba usually serving up
a fast and bouncy wicket, Naseem
could hardly ask for a better pitch
for his first test outing if handed a
cap. Head coach Misbah says
Naseem could be the tour’s “surprise
package” but warned the 16-year-
old not to get too carried away with
the fire and brimstone against play-
ers of the calibre of master batsman
Steve Smith.

“Naseem is a fine bowler, a young
bowler, but at the same time cricket
discipline remains the same,” Misbah
told reporters . “No matter  how
quick you are, I think if you execute
your plans well , then you have a
chance.” —Reuters

Bangladesh 
bans Shahadat 
for five years 
DHAKA: The Bangladesh Cricket
Board yesteray banned former nation-
al team fast bowler Shahadat Hossain
for five years, two of them suspend-
ed,  after he assaulted a teammate in
a match.

The temperamental Shahadat was
reported by umpires after he was seen
to slap and kick a teammate during a
National Cricket League match on
Sunday.  The national federation
suspended two years of the ban
but  Shahadat , who  admi t ted  a
charge of “physical assault”, was
also fined 300,000 taka ($3,540),
the board said.

Shahadat, 33, attacked young
bowler Arafat Sunny Jr during a game
between Dhaka and Khulna after an
argument over how to shine the ball, a
board official said. “Considering his
past behaviour we decided to punish
him for five years. The last two years of
his ban will remain suspended,” said
BCB technical committee chief
Minhajul Abedin.

Shahadat could have been banned
for life. Shahadat, who played 38 Tests
and 51 one-day internationals for
Bangladesh, spent nearly two months
in detention in 2015 after he and his
wife were accused of torturing an 11-
year-old girl they employed as a maid.
They were cleared when it came to tri-
al however.

Shahadat hit the headlines again in
2018 when he allegedly beat a rick-
shaw driver for hitting his car in
Dhaka. —AFP

Smith has no problem 
with short ban for 
ball-tamperer Pooran

BRISBANE: Steve Smith insists he does not
feel “hard done by” after the West Indies’
Nicholas Pooran received a four-match ban for
bal l-tampering compared to the master
Australian batsman’s year-long suspension.

The talented Pooran was last week suspend-
ed by the International Cricket Council for four
Twenty20 internationals for “changing the con-
dition of the ball” in a one-day match against
Afghanistan in India.

Smith and David Warner were exiled by
Cricket Australia for a year, while Cameron
Bancroft was suspended for nine months, for
their part in a plot to use sandpaper to alter
the ball during a Test against South Africa
last year.

Smith said he had no issues with the wide
disparity in the punishments. “Everyone is dif-
ferent, every board is different, and the way
they deal with certain issues,” he told reporters
ahead of the opening Test against Pakistan in
Brisbane this week — his first Test at home
since the tampering scandal.  

“For me, I copped it on the chin... it is what it
is. “I don’t feel hard done by. It was a long time
ago now. I’ve moved past it and I’m focusing on
the present,” he added.

Smith and Pooran played together for the
Barbados Tridents and the former Australian
skipper said he hoped his ex-teammate would
learn from his mistake. “I know Nicholas, I’ve
played a bit of cricket with him and he’s a tal-
ented player and someone with a bright
future,” said Smith, who bounced back from his
ban in remarkable fashion by scoring 774 runs
in four Ashes Tests against England this year.    

“I think he’ll learn from his mistake and move
past it.” Pooran admitted to “changing the con-
dition of the ball” after video footage showed
him scratching the surface with his thumbnail
against Afghanistan in Lucknow last week.

“I recognise that I made an extreme error in
judgement and I fully accept the ICC penalty,”
he said. “I want to assure everyone that this is
an isolated incident and it will not be repeated.
I promise to learn from this and come back
stronger and wiser.” —AFP

GLENDALE: Derek Stepan scored his second goal in
as many games, and Conor Garland had a goal and an
assist in the Arizona Coyotes’ 3-0 win over the Los
Angeles Kings on Monday night in Glendale, Ariz.
Jakob Chychrun also scored, Christian Dvorak and Nick
Schmaltz had two assists each, and Antti Raanta made
31 saves for the Coyotes, who have won four of their
past five games. The Kings’ three-game winning streak,
their longest of the season thus far, came to an end.

Raanta, the No. 2 goalie for the Coyotes, recorded
his first shutout of the season. Together with Darcy
Kuemper’s shutout on Saturday night in a win over the
Calgary Flames, the duo became the first goaltending
tandem in franchise history to post back-to-back
shutouts. Arizona has won eight of its past 12 games
against Los Angeles.

Garland scored his team-leading 10th goal of the
season just 3:12 into the game when he put in a deflect-
ed shot from Dvorak. Garland’s 23 career goals sur-
passed Juha Ylonen for the second-most by a Coyotes
fifth-round draft pick in franchise history.

Stepan finished a series of pinpoint passes around
the perimeter and into the center for a power-play
goal at 14:48 of the first, with Dvorak and Phil Kessel
notching assists. The Coyotes made it 3-0 midway
through the second period on Chychrun’s fifth goal of
the season, off a no-look pass from Garland. Schmaltz’s
second assist on the night raised his team-high point
total to 18.

Arizona had converted only one of its previous 26
chances on the power play until going 2-for-4 on
Monday. Los Angeles went 0-for-4 on power plays in
the loss. Raanta turned away a breakaway attempt by

the Kings’ Austin Wagner with 10:32 to play in the third
period. Jack Campbell made 24 saves for Los Angeles.

Meanwhile, Alex Ovechkin was one of five Capitals
who scored a goal as Washington defeated the visiting
Anaheim Ducks 5-2 Monday night.

Richard Panik, Chandler Stephenson, Jakub Vrana
and Tom Wilson also each scored a goal as Washington
came up with at least one in each of the three periods.

Goalie Braden Holtby made 32 saves and improved
to 10-0-1 in his past 11 starts. He has won seven in a
row. The Capitals now are 13-1-2 in their past 16 games,
and they improved to 7-1-1 in the month of November.
Also, they’ve won two in a row since losing to Montreal
at home on Friday, the team’s lone loss this month.

Panik gave Washington an early lead with his first
goal as a member of the Capitals — and it came 50
seconds into the contest. He took a quick pass from
Travis Boyd and fired a high shot past goalie John
Gibson from the left circle.

The Caps took control with two goals in the second
period, from Ovechkin and Stephenson, for a 3-0 lead.
Ovechkin’s goal came on a power play at 6:39 of the
period from the left circle. Evgeny Kuznetsov set up the
play by threading a perfect pass to Ovechkin through
traffic from the right side.

Washington made it 3-0 on the Stephenson goal
with 34 seconds left in the second period. He took a
pass from Garnet Hathaway and beat Gibson from
between the circles. After making the pass, Hathaway
then jumped into a brawl that took the officials several
minutes to control and figure out. He came away with a
match penalty as seven penalties were handed out
overall. There even was some question about if the goal

would stand up, but eventually it did.
Vrana scored his goal in the third period before

Sam Steel and Nicolas Deslauriers got goals for the

Ducks that cut the margin to 4-2. Wilson’s empty-
net goal locked it  up for Washington with 1:11
remaining. —Reuters

Capitals use balance to blast Ducks

Raanta’s first shutout of the
season as Coyotes blank Kings

GLENDALE: Arizona Coyotes celebrate victory after the match.

DHAKA: File photo taken on October 5, 2015 Bangladeshi security personnel
escort fugitive cricketer Shahadat Hossain (L) after he surrendered in Dhaka.
The Bangladesh Cricket Board yesterday banned Shahadat for five years after
he assaulted a teammate in a match. —AFP

New Zealand and 
England put cricket 
rivalry to the Test
MOUNT MAUNGANUI: New Zealand and
England will take their cricketing rivalry into the
Test arena tomorrow after finding themselves
evenly matched in recent limited-overs thrillers.
England have bragging rights after winning a
rollercoaster World Cup final in July, then edging
the Black Caps 3-2 in a desperately close
Twenty20 series completed earlier this month.

Both the one-day decider and T20 series need-
ed tie-breakers to find a winner and there will be
no shortage of mutual respect when the rivals face
off again Thursday in the First Test at Mount
Maunganui.

On paper, there again appears to be little to
separate the teams, with New Zealand second in
the Test rankings and England third. But England
skipper Joe Root is painfully aware that his team
underperformed when it lost a two-Test series in
New Zealand last year after underestimating the

Black Caps’ bowlers on their home turf.
Pacemen Trent Boult and Tim Southee bundled

the tourists out for 58 in the first innings of the
opening Test as England tried to play what Root
described as “fast forward” cricket. England’s
skipper said his team would be taking a more
measured approach this time, with batsmen plac-
ing an emphasis on protecting their wickets.

“We have to be prepared to play some attri-
tional cricket at times,” he said. “We have to try to
bat longer... it would be nice to get used to batting
for 120 overs more regularly, especially in the first
innings.”  

‘EXTREME TALENT’ 
The series will not count towards the World

Test Championship, giving new England coach
Chris Silverwood room to experiment in his first
Test series in charge. He is expected to hand
opening batsman Dom Sibley his debut, partnering
Rory Burns, with Root moving down to fourth in
the order.

New Zealand will take the opportunity to blood
speedster Lockie Ferguson, who has already
excelled in limited overs internationals and was
described as “an extreme talent” by short-ball
specialist Neil Wagner.

“I know he’s raring to go. If he gets the oppor-
tunity he’ll make the most of it,” Wagner said. New
Zealand will also be bolstered by the return of
captain Kane Williamson, who sat out the T20
series with a nagging hip injury.

It will be the first Test match ever staged at
Mount Maunganui’s Bay Oval, which has been
hosting limited-overs internationals since 2014.
The beachside venue is Wagner’s home ground
and he said the wicket could take time to get
used to.

“It’s been a pretty good wicket that’s tended to
be on the flatter side but there’s always pace and
bounce that you can work with,” he said.

“It’s also got it’s own unique challenges with
wind that swirls around a bit.” New Zealand
squad: Kane Williamson (capt), Todd Astle, Tom
Blundell , Trent Boult, Colin de Grandhomme,
Lockie Ferguson, Matt Henry, Tom Latham, Henry
Nichol ls , Jeet Raval , Mitchel l  Santner, Tim
Southee, Ross Taylor, Neil Wagner, BJ Watling

England squad: Joe Root (capt), Jofra Archer,
Jonny Bairstow, Stuart Broad, Rory Burns, Jos
Buttler, Zak Crawley, Sam Curran, Joe Denly,
Jack  Leach , Saqib  Mahmood, Matthew
Parkinson, Ol l ie  Pope, Dominic  S ib ley, Ben
Stokes, Chris Woakes. —AFP

Steve Smith


