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Naming Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled as the new premier
means that there are no indications for dissolving the
National Assembly, which is expected to complete its
four-year term before general elections in Nov 2020.

MPs welcomed the premier’s appointment and called
for forming a strong government with a clear reform
program. MP Khaled Al-Otaibi said the new premier
should adopt a new course aimed at improving the eco-
nomic and social situations of the Kuwaiti people. He
said the new premier should work toward achieving
national reconciliation by approving a general amnesty
for politicians and activists who are very dedicated to
the country. MP Riyadh Al-Adasani said the new pre-
mier should present a comprehensive reform program
and fulfill the aspirations of the Kuwaiti people.
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Speaking to the press after the campaign, Manfouhi
said a great difference was noticed in the area, and that
the results will be studied and assessed over the com-
ing three months. “We expect to close down 2,700
stores by the end of the campaign,” he noted, adding
the team will also disconnect electricity to all houses
used as central kitchens, factories or blacksmith work-

shops. Manfouhi added teams from the ministry of
electricity and water will also be present to take legal
measures against electric cable thieves. 

Manfouhi said after assessing this three-month cam-
paign, another three-month plan will be set to put an
end to all forms of violations. “Violators are punishable
by various penalties including referral to investigations
or to the public prosecutor and disconnecting power,”
he elaborated. He said that the official population of the
area is 200,000, but it seems many more people reside
there, including illegal residents with expired residency
visas. Farwaniya Municipality Director Mohammed
Sarkhouh stressed that the campaign will not be the
last in the area.    

Jleeb ‘cleanup’ 
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Continued from Page 1

southern province bordering Pakistan, earlier yester-
day, an insurgent source told AFP. They were freed at
around 10:00 am and flown out of Zabul on American
helicopters, according to a local police source.
American media cited King’s family as saying he was
receiving medical care in US custody.

The insurgents were released in Doha, where the
Taleban maintain a political office, a tweet from their
spokesman in the Qatari capital Suhail Shaheen con-
firmed. The Taleban’s main spokesman, Zabihullah
Mujahid, said the transfer of the Taleban prisoners “is
complete, and they have arrived where they were sup-
posed to come”.

The swap could indicate a breakthrough in stalled
efforts to bring the Taleban to the negotiating table
with the government in Kabul and begin work towards
a political settlement ending their 18-year insurgency.
The joint statement from Morrison and Australian for-
eign secretary Marise Payne called it a “confidence-
building” measure they hoped would “set the stage for
a ceasefire and intra-Afghan dialogue”. Mujahid said
the swap was “a step forward in good-will and confi-
dence-building measures that can aid the peace
process”. The American University in Kabul said it
“shares the relief” of the hostages’ families. 

Anas Haqqani, whose older brother Sirajuddin is the

deputy Taleban leader and head of the Haqqani net-
work, one of the militant group’s deadliest factions, was
seized in 2014. Afghan authorities accuse Anas of being
a high-level player in the network. The Taleban has long
demanded his release, insisting he is a student. The oth-
er two freed Taleban are Haji Mali Khan, believed to be
the uncle of Sirajuddin Haqqani, and Abdul Rashid, said
to be the brother of Mohammad Nabi Omari, a member
of the Taleban’s political office in Qatar.

Mujahid said the Taleban had also released 10
Afghan soldiers along with the Western hostages.
When Ghani had first announced the potential
exchange on Nov 12, he said that the release was
conditional, and that Kabul had taken steps to ensure
the militants would not return to the front line. He
said he hoped the swap would “pave the way” for the
start of unofficial direct talks between his govern-
ment and the Taleban, who have long refused to
negotiate with Kabul.

Since Sept 2018 Washington and the Taleban have
been holding direct talks, seeking an agreement that
many hoped would see US troops begin leaving
Afghanistan and the militants start negotiations with
Kabul. They were on the verge of a deal when US
President Donald Trump scutt led the talks in
September, citing Taleban violence. Most observers
agree that a political settlement is the only way
towards lasting peace in Afghanistan, and both the
US and the Taleban left the door open for talks to
resume. Pakistan’s prime minister Imran Khan, whose
government had helped facilitate the talks between
the insurgents and Washington, also said he hoped
the release would give a “boost of confidence” to all
sides to re-engage. — AFP 
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and norms, said a top Kuwaiti diplomat yesterday.
In a brief comment in reaction to Pompeo’s statements
regarding the status of the settlements, Deputy Foreign
Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah affirmed that international
resolutions must be respected so that efforts for peace
in the Middle East will not be foiled. 

Pompeo said that after legal consultation
Washington had concluded the establishment of settle-
ments was “not, per se, inconsistent with international
law”, saying he trusted the Israeli courts to decide. The
decision puts the United States at odds with virtually
the whole of the rest of the international community
and breaks with UN Security Council resolutions
declaring settlements to be illegal as they are built in
the occupied Palestinian territories.

Israeli courts, however, have declared most major
settlements legal. The United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights said the US decision
did “not modify existing international law, nor its inter-
pretation by the International Court of Justice and the
UN Security Council”. The EU reiterated it still consid-
ers all settlement activity illegal.

Netanyahu visited the Gush Etzion settlement bloc
in the West Bank south of Jerusalem yesterday. “Here
we are on a historic day with another tremendous
achievement for the State of Israel,” he told settler
leaders, according to a statement. “The Trump adminis-
tration has corrected an historic injustice and lined up
with truth and justice.”

More than 600,000 Israelis live in settlements in
east Jerusalem and the West Bank, alongside more than
three million Palestinians. Israel seized control of the
territories, seen as pivotal parts of any future
Palestinian state, in the 1967 Six-Day War. Settlements
are seen as one of the most difficult issues in the
decades-long Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

The announcement is the latest in a series of pro-
Israeli moves by US President Donald Trump’s adminis-
tration, including recognizing the disputed city of
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital. Analysts say it will further

embolden the settlement movement and may fend off
potential legal moves against Israel. The Arab League
called it an “extremely adverse development”. The
Palestinian Authority - which considers the US biased
and has rejected the Trump administration as a media-
tor if peace talks are ever revived - called for an emer-
gency meeting of the body.

The only two Arab states to have signed peace
treaties with Israel - Egypt and Jordan - also sharply
criticized the US policy shift, with Jordanian Foreign
Minister Ayman Safadi warning of “dangerous conse-
quences”. Palestinian chief negotiator Saeb Erekat said
they would take a series of measures to oppose it,
including calling for a United Nations Security Council
debate. “We are going to the (UN) General Assembly
and we will ask... the International Criminal Court to
open an official judicial investigation,” he added.

The US policy shift was widely seen as an attempt
to change the legal context for a series of suits and
complaints against Israel. The European Union’s top
court last week ruled that EU countries must identify
products made in Israeli settlements on their labels.
The ICC is expected to take key decisions on two cas-
es against Israel in the coming weeks, including relat-
ing to Israeli settlements.

Ofer Zalzberg, senior Middle East analyst with the
International Crisis Group think-tank, said the US was
trying to weaken the legal pressure on its ally. “The
Trump administration is trying to unravel international
consensus on this issue of the illegality of settle-
ments,” he said. “It adds to a deepening politicization
of international law, making it appear to be malleable
to political opinions.”

Israeli settlers, who overwhelmingly form part of
Netanyahu’s rightwing constituency, said the US policy
change paved the way for the annexation of West Bank
settlements into Israel. “The illegality of settlements has
always been stated as a fact based upon an internation-
al consensus. The breaking of that consensus is impor-
tant,” said Avi Bell, senior fellow at the right-wing
Kohelet Policy Forum in Israel.

Erekat said it was only the latest move by the US to
try to force the Palestinians to capitulate and give up
their claims to an independent state. “They wanted us
on our knees and they used every trick - internally,
externally, regionally - to put pressure on us. We stand
tall and we will stand tall.” — Agencies 
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to say the least. “Creating the (right) environment
for the salmon was the hardest thing we faced,”
Mubarak told AFP. “But we came up with the idea of
dark water that resembles deep water, a strong current
like the ocean with the same salinity and temperature
of the Atlantic.” 

Fish Farm bought some 40,000 fingerlings - or juve-
nile fish - from a hatchery in Scotland and thousands
more eggs from Iceland to raise in open tanks in Dubai’s
southern district of Jebel Ali. Salmon are born in freshwa-
ter but live in salt water for much of their lives before
returning to freshwater to spawn. At their home in the
United Arab Emirates, the tanks are filled with sea water
that is cleaned and filtered.

Fish Farm produces 10,000 to 15,000 kilos of salmon
every month. It was established in 2013 with the support
of Dubai’s Crown Prince Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed
bin Rashid Al-Maktoum, to farm salmon and other fish
including Japanese amberjack, which is used to prepare
sushi. Mubarak said that because of the technical chal-
lenge, salmon-raising remains the “greatest production”
of the farm, which supplies to Dubai and the rest of the
United Arab Emirates, where the population includes
millions of expatriates.

“The UAE imports around 92 percent of its fish from
abroad, and the goal today is to be able to fulfill (that
demand) for imports internally, so that we have food
security,” Mubarak said. “In case there is an interrup-

tion, cyclone or floods, the UAE will be able to supply
itself. This is the main objective.” Another goal is to be
environmentally friendly and, in a move also motivated
by the high cost of electricity, Fish Farm has plans to go
solar-powered.

The ecological pros and cons of farming fish on land,
compared to raising them in rivers and seas, are hotly
debated, as is the alternative of harvesting wild fish.
“There are animal welfare concerns about keeping fish
whose natural behavior is to swim freely in seas and
rivers in closed tanks,” said Jessica Sinclair Taylor, from
Feedback Global, a London-based environmental group.
“There are also concerns about the energy require-
ments and therefore carbon emissions.” But she said
that on the plus side, land-based farming prevents water
pollution in lakes or seas where salmon farms are some-
times sited, and where waste and run-off can damage
marine ecosystems.

According to the Dubai Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, the UAE imported 2.3 billion dirhams ($630 mil-
lion) of fish products, crustaceans and mollusks in 2017
and exported 280 million dirhams’ worth. Fish Farm, the
UAE’s only fish farm, hopes to meet at least 50 percent of
the country’s needs within two years, said Mubarak.

In April, Fish Farm began selling its products in super-
markets. Despite its decidedly unnatural origins, the
salmon is marked “100 percent organic” because of the
fish feed and the absence of antibiotics in a closed envi-
ronment. “It is (more expensive), but I also think about
the quality - I’ve tried different salmon before and this is
less greasy and my family prefers this one,” said Katja, a
German residing in Dubai. She said that UAE is “making
really great efforts to produce not only fish but vegeta-
bles and other foods locally, and I think I should really
support that”. — AFP 
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ingredients, including chicken, beef, beetroot and
cabbage. Much to the pleasure of the vegetarians
involved in the study, Baum noted, the veggie-only
soups showed similar results to the meat-based ones.
Baum said he had wanted to teach children the process
through which scientific research can turn an herbal
remedy into a synthetically produced medicine. 

He pointed to the success of Professor Dr Tu
Youyou of China, who in the 1970s was instrumental
in isolating and extracting an antimalarial substance
from quinhao, an herb used in Eastern medicine to
treat fever for some two thousand years. This research
led to the synthetic production of artemisinin - a drug
now widely used to treat malaria - and won Tu the
Nobel Prize in 2015.

Emerging resistance to drugs treating the disease -
which kills some 400,000 people a year - means sci-
entists have to “look beyond the chemistry shelf for
new drugs”, Baum noted in a press release. “The les-
son from me was more that there may well be golden
recipes out there in the world for disease that remain
untapped.” — AFP 

Mum knows best: 
Homemade soup...

BEIRUT: Lebanon’s parliament, besieged by angry
protesters yesterday, for a second time postponed a
session to discuss draft laws which critics charge would
let corrupt politicians off the hook. After a morning of
noisy demonstrations outside the chamber, and after
several political parties had said they would boycott the
session, parliament official Adnane Daher appeared
before TV cameras. “The session has been postponed
to a date to be determined later,” he said, citing
“exceptional ... security conditions”.

“This is a new achievement for the revolution,”
cheered Mohamed Ataya, a 28-year-old demonstrator,
vowing that no session would be held “as long as the
people control the street”. From early morning, riot
police had faced off with hundreds of noisy demonstra-
tors and sporadic scuffles broke out outside the assem-
bly, where activists tried to block MPs’ convoys.

Warning shots were heard as one convoy passed
through the crowd, a broadcast on private LBC televi-
sion showed. Demonstrators blamed an MP’s body-
guard for firing them. “Revolution, revolution,” chanted
the protesters, punching the air with their fists and
waving Lebanese flags, in the latest rally in over a
month of street protests. “This parliament is ours,” one
woman shouted through a megaphone as others
banged pots and pans.

Lebanon has since Oct 17 been rocked by an
unprecedented wave of popular street revolt that have
cut across sectarian lines. What started with protests
against a plan to tax online phone calls made through
WhatsApp and other applications has turned into a
broader popular revolt against the perceived ineptitude
and corruption of the entire ruling class. Amid the crisis
the prime minister, Saad Hariri, bowed to street pres-

sure and resigned on Oct 29, but the parliamentary
consultations needed to form a new government have
yet to start.

A former finance minister, Mohamad Safadi, who had
been considered to replace Hariri, has withdrawn his
bid for the post after more protests. President Michel
Aoun - whose powers include initiating parliamentary
consultations to appoint a new prime minister - said he
was open to a government that would include repre-
sentatives of the popular movement.

“The new government will be political and will
include technocrats and representatives of the popular
movement,” he was quoted saying on the presidency’s
Twitter account, during a meeting with the UN Special
Coordinator for Lebanon, Jan Kubis. “I am ready to
meet with the movement’s representatives and inform
them of my efforts to respond to their requests.”

Yesterday’s plans for a parliamentary session,
which had already postponed by a week, had further
stoked anger as MPs were scheduled to discuss a bill
to grant amnesty to thousands convicted of a range of
offences. The demonstrators see the draft law as a
way to clear powerful figures charged with or con-
victed of crimes ranging from tax evasion to breaches
of environmental regulations. “They want an amnesty
to escape (charges) of tax evasion and to release
criminals onto the streets,” said one activist who gave
her name as Tracy, 24, and who criticized the “illegiti-
mate” parliament.

The non-government group Legal Agenda labelled
the proposed law “a great danger”. The parliamentari-
ans had also been due to consider a bill to create a
court specializing in financial crimes and the misman-
agement of public funds. Its judges would be appointed

by the legislature, raising further fears of conflicts of
interest among protesters.

Lebanon’s street protests, including widespread
roadblocks with burning car tyres, have at times
brought the country close to a standstill, and sent the
already struggling economy deeper into crisis. Amid the
turmoil, banks stayed shut for weeks and restricted

withdrawals, foreign currency transactions and access
to dollars, often causing clients’ tempers to flare. In rare
good news for Lebanese citizens, banks reopened yes-
terday. The Federation of Syndicates of Banks
Employees in Lebanon had on Monday announced the
end of a strike, saying new security measures had been
agreed with authorities to protect banks. — AFP 

Besieged by protesters, Lebanon 
assembly postpones key session

BEIRUT: Lebanese anti-government protesters sit on the ground as they take part in a demonstration near the parlia-
ment in the capital’s downtown district yesterday. — AFP 


