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Vaulted ceilings and rows of stone columns stretch into the humid
darkness deep below the Philippine capital, where workers are
transforming a more-than-century-old underground reservoir

into a draw for tourists. The sparks of welding guns illuminate the damp
contours of El Deposito, an abandoned Spanish colonial-era relic with a
rich history that has been hidden from view for decades. “(El Deposito)
has a very colorful history that we Filipinos must appreciate and value
even after all these years,” Kaye Oliveros, curator for the soon-to-be-
opened site told AFP.

Crafted from volcanic rock and completed 137 years ago, the under-
ground cavern was made to hold 14 million gallons of water, which was
pumped through iron pipes into thousands of homes until the early 20th
century. Japanese forces drained the cavern during World War II and
used the tunnels as an ammunition dump. US forces destroyed El
Deposito’s above-ground structures as they retook the Philippines in
1945. The reservoir fell into neglect after the war, turning into a dump-
site and even being invaded by squatters over the next half century.

In 1973 the government declared the site a national shrine, and in
2016 a four-year cleanup started. Construction crews have been work-
ing to finish a metal walkway and other infrastructure that will welcome
visitors when the site is due to open to the public in February. The
opening comes in the run-up to the 500th anniversary in 2021 of
explorer Ferdinand Magellan’s arrival in the Philippines during the first
successful circumnavigation of the Earth. He claimed the archipelago
for Spain, which would rule the Philippines as a colony for nearly the
next 400 years.

The reservoir, which was built toward the end of Spanish control, was
a major advancement for the residents of Manila. Before then, water was

scooped out of the river and delivered to the capital’s homes by porters
lugging large clay jars. “We always think the Spaniards treated us so
badly at that time, but somehow they have given us the (means) to pro-
vide clean water for Filipinos,” Oliveros said. — AFP  

Manila’s hidden reservoir to 
re-emerge as tourist draw

Workers work at the El Deposito, a Spanish-era water reservoir being rehabilitated for tourism, in San Juan town, suburban Manila. — AFP photos

In this photo, a general views Carriedo fountain, one of the first fountains built with its
source coming from the El Deposito, a Spanish-era water reservoir being rehabilitated
for tourism, Manila.

In this photo a general view of Marikina river, which supplied water to
the El Deposito, a Spanish-era water reservoir being rehabilitated for
tourism, in Marikina town, suburban Manila.

South Africa is home to ten UNESCO World
Heritage Sites, testifying to its wonderful variety
across the boards of cultural, historical and natu-

ral treasures. The aim of the World Heritage Site
accreditation is to recognize the values and achieve-
ments across various categories, all of which promote
the destination and play an important part of uplifting
the local communities that benefit from the visitors that
they welcome. There are six cultural sites and four in
the natural sites, confirming South Africa as a global
hotspot for both cultural and natural treasures.

What are World Heritage Sites?
A country’s heritage is the essence of its identity. It

speaks of what it has endured, its achievements, and
how these will affect its residents in future. Heritage
incorporates the natural treasures and the cultural gems
complementing the historical factor to create a place
that is deeply significant, with a character of its own.

Evidence of early humans 
The fossil evidence contained within these sites

proves conclusively that the African continent is the
undisputed Cradle of Humankind. This site includes the

Sterkfontein, Swartkrans, Kromdraai and Environs
caves, as well as the Makapan Valley and Taung Skull
Fossil Site. They create a network of some of the most
important fossils in understanding the evolution of ear-
ly modern humans over the past 3.5 million years.
These fossils have allowed archaeologists to identify a
range of early humans from more than 4 million years
ago. They also show evidence of the domestification of
fire by humans and ancient fauna and flora. Despite so
much having already been uncovered, the UN believes
there is the possibility of finding even more.

Melting pot of habitats 
This region is where coral reefs, sandy beaches,

coastal dunes, lakes, swamps, and wetlands meet and
harmonize. The five interlinking ecosystems support a
large number of threatened and/or endemic species
which continue to adapt and thrive. A few stand-out
species include the sea turtles which nest on the sandy
shores, and the enormous flocks of flamingos which
roost on the edge of the lakes.

Layered history of Robben Island
Robben Island’s history goes back to the 17th cen-

tury. It was the final resting place of Hadije Kramat in
1755, once housed a leper colony, was a WWII base,
and was also, of course, a maximum security prison
under the Apartheid era where Nelson Mandela lived
out his 25-year sentence. Relics of all these eras remain
and this layering reflects Robben Island’s history. ‘The
symbolic value of Robben Island lies in its somber his-
tory, as a prison and a hospital for unfortunates who
were sequestered as being socially undesirable. This
came to an end in the 1990s when the Apartheid
regime was rejected by the South African people and
the political prisoners who had been incarcerated on

the Island received their freedom after many years.’

Maloti-Drakensberg Park
The crannies of this enormous range fostered not

only widespread plant species, but also provided a
place for human expression. The uKhahlamba-
Drakensberg National Park in South Africa and the
Sehlathebe National Park in Lesotho is home to the
largest and most concentrated group of rock art paint-
ings in sub-Saharan Africa. This diverse collection ‘rep-
resents the spiritual life of the San people, who lived in
this area over a period of 4,000 years.

Relics 
This site is where you can find the virtually

untouched remains of palaces and villages belonging to
the largest kingdom to have existed in Africa. This site
holds evidence of more than 400 years of social and
political life there before it was abandoned in the 14th
century due to a drought. This kingdom was at the
crossroads of trade routes into southern Africa, making
it the most important inland settlement in the region.
Archaeological finds attest to this.

South Africa’s top UNESCO world heritage sites


