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MPs demand new premier to have
clearly-defined plan to fight corruption

Calls for general amnesty for sentenced former MPs
By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: Well-informed sources said that lawmakers
intend to give the new Prime Minister HH Sheikh Sabah
Al-Khaled Al-Sabah a four-month grace period to
work on some unfinished issues, after which they will
start filing grilling motions against non-cooperating
ministers or the premier himself. “This is the last parlia-
mentary term before the parliament concludes its
tenure in June and some MPs plan to utilize this period
to make more electoral gains,” the sources said. 

The sources added 10 MPs, including Mohammed
Al-Mutair, Shuaib Al-Muwaizri, Abdul Kareem Al-
Kandari, Abdul Wahab Al-Babtain and Thamer Suwait,
will demand two basic things from the PM to avoid a
political confrontation with him. “The first will be set-
ting a clearly-defined plan to fight corruption, hold cor-
rupt public servants legally accountable, refer financial
suspicions to the public prosecution and respond to the
State Audit Bureau report with documents and without
any delay,” the sources explained, adding that the sec-
ond condition will be for the government to approve
issuing a general amnesty and cancel the sentences
passed against former MPs involved in breaking into
the parliament, some of whom are still abroad. 

“Without accepting these two conditions, political
confrontations with the new PM may continue in the
current term,” the sources underlined. However, a
majority of lawmakers expect more cooperation with
the current PM because the reasons for confrontation

with the previous premier are over after he was
replaced. This majority hopes to proceed with laws
agreed upon by the parliamentary priorities committee
and use them as a roadmap until the end of this term. 

Suspect released
The criminal court yesterday released a ruling family

member who had been indicted for verbally abusing
traffic department police officer Lt Col Saleh Al-
Rashed after the latter dropped charges against him. 

2,000 citizens resigned
Recent Ministry of Education (MoE) statistics

showed 2,000 citizens had resigned from MoE and the
ministry of higher education in the period of 2016-
2019. Responding to a parliamentary inquiry by MP
Khalil Al-Saleh, MoE explained that several reasons
were behind the resignations including personal ones,
absence, disciplinary dismissal or to execute a court
order.  Separately, the private education directorate set
a timetable for the first term exams in Arabic and model
private schools for grades 5-9, said informed sources,
noting that the exams will be held in the period of Dec
15-23. The sources added that all concerned schools
have been notified of the exam timetable and instructed
to distribute them to students, adding an extra 30 min-
utes for learners with special needs. 

Retinopathy treatment
Ophthalmologists at Farwaniya Hospital yesterday

met and discussed the latest treatment for retinopathy -
an eye injection - which was approved by the US Food
and Drug Administration last month and will be available

in Kuwait soon. “The special thing about this injection is
that it is given to patients every three months instead of
the current ones given every month,” they said. 
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By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Ophthalmologist, and Associate
Professor at Kuwait University’s College of
Medicine Dr Abdelmuttaleb Behbehani said new
technology and techniques caused a ‘progressive
treatment revolution’ in ophthalmology, stressing
the importance of this achievement especially in
light of the fact that 3.5 percent of people in
Kuwait are poor sighted, including 50,000
Kuwaitis. He added that genetics is one of the
most common causes of poor sightedness, fol-
lowed by the environmental factor, and warned
against excessive use of electronics that worsens
vision, especially with children. He said children
below two years of age should not use them.
“Ophthalmology practiced today is almost totally
different from how it was 20 years ago,” he said,
alluding to the advancements reached in this field
within that period. Behbehani said changes are in
many facets, as for example, cataracts surgeries
are performed completely different compared to
how they were performed before. Another exam-
ple is diabetic retina, as 20 years ago, LASIK was
the dominant operation, but now there are new
techniques that caused a great advancement in
this field.

Specialist touts
‘revolution’ in
ophthalmology
treatment

Dr Abdelmuttaleb Behbehani

Lawyer’s kidnappers
sentenced to
life in prison
By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: The criminal court yesterday sentenced a
Kuwaiti lawyer and four expats to life in prison over
charges of kidnapping lawyer Saud Al-Helfi from
Kuwait City and taking him to Kabd. The incident took
place in February of this year when police stopped a
vehicle with four Arab men, only to discover a fifth man
tied up inside. Investigation revealed that the four had
kidnapped the man at the orders of another lawyer, and
took him to a private property in Kabd where they tor-
tured him in a bid to extort money from him.

Monitoring cameras
Headed by member Maha Al-Baghli, the Municipal

Council’s environment affairs committee yesterday
approved a proposal by member Hmoud Al-Enezi man-
dating cleaning companies to use surveillance cameras
to monitor and record garbage collection operations.

KUWAIT: Thousands of violations were reported in an inspection tour carried out by a government team in Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh yesterday. The team closed 120 stores, disconnected
electricity to 43 buildings, removed 10,000 tons of construction waste material and garbage, removed 223 commercial shades, arrested 120 street vendors pending deportation and
destroyed two tons of foul foodstuff, according to Kuwait Municipality. — Photos by Fouad Al-Shaikh

KUWAIT: A collision between a cleaning vehicle
and a pick-up truck at Fourth Ring Road resulted in
the death of a Kuwaiti man, while a worker was
injured. Policemen worked to restore traffic flow, as
the injured was sent to hospital and the deceased’s
body was sent to concerned authorities.

Reckless drivers held
Jahra police arrested three reckless youth, one of

whom was wanted in a felony case. The three used

Waha roundabouts to play the “death game” and
disturbed residents of the area, who called the
police. The suspects’ vehicles were impounded.

Sergeant arrested
A police lieutenant noticed a driver showing off in

his car, so he checked the license plate and found
the owner is a police sergeant. He asked him to stop,
but the driver did not pay heed and continued his
act until he collided with the patrol car. The sergeant
then argued with the lieutenant and attacked him.
The lieutenant sustained eye and mouth injuries. The
suspect was arrested and charged accordingly.

Inmates cause chaos
Women police at the central prison brought two

inmates under control as they caused a disturbance
and attacked a policewoman during a search. The
two inmates objected to the search, declined to
obey orders, became hysterical and started shout-
ing. The policewoman who was attacked obtained a
medical report and lodged a complaint at Sulaibiya
police station.

Swindling
Criminal detectives arrested an ex-convict for

swindling a Kuwaiti man in cahoots with another
man, as they convinced him to become a partner in
a cafe project . After he paid the suspects KD
5,000, the two then disappeared and did not
answer his calls. 

— Translated by Kuwait Times from Al-Rai

Man dead, another
injured in crash


