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Kuwait and Sierra Leone ink
deals, promote bilateral ties 

Kuwait renews
calls for Israel
to join NPT
NEW YORK: Kuwait renewed calls on Israel to join
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), since being
the only entity that did not join in the Middle East. This
came in a speech by Kuwait’s Permanent Representative
to the United Nations Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi
on Monday during the ‘Conference on the Establishment
of a Middle East Zone Free of Nuclear Weapons and
Other Weapons of Mass Destruction.’ Otaibi stressed on

building an inclusive foundation of peace and security
with banning nuclear and mass destruction weapons. He
assured that Kuwait has always sought to support the
banning of these weapons, stressing on backing and
support by the United Nation regarding this issue.
“Unfortunately, we noticed the lack of seriousness by
some parties, exclusively that Israel is the only State in
the region that is not party to the Non Proliferation
Treaty which resulted in postponing the conference
until further notice,” Ambassador Otaibi said. “Our
major goal is to achieve security and stability,” he
added. In addition, Otaibi stressed on working
together in order to establish nuclear weapon free
zone on both sides regionally and internationally.
Moreover, he expressed his hopes that this confer-
ence will push for a stronger commitment towards a
nuclear weapon free world. — KUNA

By Chidi Emmanuel

KUWAIT: The Minister of Foreign Affairs and
International Cooperation of the Republic of Sierra
Leone Nabeela Farida Tunis has praised Kuwait-Sierra
Leone bilateral relations. The Sierra Leonean minister,
who was on an official visit to Kuwait, met with Kuwait’s
Prime Minster, Deputy Prime Minister, Foreign Affairs
Minister and the Chairman of Kuwait Chamber of
Commerce. “We had a very fruitful meeting and discus-
sions,” she said, adding that another meeting is sched-
uled in January next year - which is aimed at creating
partnerships and boosting ties.

Following the meeting, a $20 million deal was signed
with Kuwait Fund For Arab Economic Development
(KFAED) to support water supply in Sierra Leone.
Several other agreements were signed between the two
countries in technical education and vocational training
- including an agreement to establish a joint committee
for cooperation. 

Another agreement was also sealed by the Kuwait
Fund and Sierra Leone’s Guma Valley Water Company
(GVWC) for the management of the project, the
KFAED said in a statement. These projects were aimed
at revamping water and sanitation services in Greater
Freetown Area as part of efforts to achieve ecological
sustainable development and tap natural resources in an
efficient mode, it added. This is the 10th loan provided
by the Kuwaiti Fund to Sierra Leone as it has already
offered it nine loans valued at a total of KD 32.7 million,
along with technical aid in the vicinity of KD 449,000,
according to the statement. 

Earlier on Sunday, His Highness Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah received Sierra Leone’s
Minister of Foreign Affairs and International
Cooperation. Tunis handed in a letter from the
President of Sierra Leone Julius Maada Bio addressed

to His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah. The Sierra Leonean president
expressed joy over the successful medical checkups
undertaken by His Highness the Amir. Cooperation
between KFAED and Sierra Leone started in 1989
during the signing of the first agreement to finance the
Waterloo-Kent road. The cooperation mainly
embraces transport and health sectors.

As part of efforts to promote tourism and invest-
ments, the Sierra Leonean minister pointed out the
key programs lined up to make Sierra Leone an
investment magnet and one of  the greatest
economies in Africa. She urged Kuwaiti investors to
explore the vast Sierra Leonean market and invest-
ment opportunities. On tourism, the minister said the
government is now issuing visa on arrival, adding that
some taxes have been waived as part of the incen-
tives which are tailored to make the African nation a
tourism magnate. The minister in her goodwill mes-
sage reaffirmed the embassy’s commitment in pro-
moting bilateral relations. He urged Sierra Leoneans
and Africans in Kuwait to be law abiding and be good
ambassadors of their countries. 

Sierra Leone Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation visits Kuwait

Belgium, Kuwait
keen to strengthen
economic cooperation
BRUSSELS: The first ever meeting of the Belgian-Kuwait
economic committee began in Brussels yesterday with
both sides expressing their desire to expand and strength-
en bilateral economic cooperation. “We all look forward to
an open and frank dialogue, to work together to deepen
cooperation which shall serve our mutual interest,”
Kuwait’s assistant foreign minister for economic affairs
Amal Al-Hamad said in her opening remarks. She
expressed her happiness to lead Kuwait’s delegation to the
first meeting of the Kuwait Belgium economic committee.

She noted that Kuwait and Belgium enjoy historical and
strong relations that go back to 1964. Through Kuwait
National Development plan, the mechanism for implement-
ing Kuwait Vision 2035, the country is showing improve-
ment on all economic fronts, she noted. Kuwait has been
listed among the top reformers in the ease of doing busi-
ness, report published by the world group. Kuwait ranks
among the top countries with rank improvement in the
World Economic Forum competitiveness. The stock market
of Kuwait is being upgraded to that of an emerging market
country, said Hamad. The trade exchanges between
Belgium and Kuwait has increased from 204 million euros
in 2017 to 220 million euros in 2018, said Hamad.

Meanwhile, Anick van Calster, Director General for
bilateral affairs at the Belgian Foreign Ministry, in her
opening remarks said yesterday’s meeting would discuss
ways to promote the bilateral economic relations and to
learn from each other’s experience. This is an important
occasion to give impetus to the bilateral economic cooper-
ation, she said and noted that “what our enterprises need
most is to exchange ideas and learn from each other’s
experiences.”

The Kuwait Vision 2035 economic plan under the
patronage of His Highness the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah offers a rich opportu-
nity that Kuwait has to offer to all those who wish to invest
in the country, said Van Calster Raoul Delcrode, head of
the Middle East and North Africa Department in the
Belgian foreign ministry, adding that Belgium and Kuwait
enjoy “robust relations.” He noted that Kuwait’s Vision
2035 is of great interest for “our companies here in
Belgium.” Belgian companies are ready to engage with
their Kuwaiti counterparts to see the opportunities in oil
and gas sector in port management in dredging sector, he
said. “We are ready from the Belgian side to share our
experiences,” he said and added that they are looking for-
ward to a fruitful exchange.

The meeting is held at Egmont Palace with the partici-
pation of representatives from 11 Kuwaiti agencies and
nine agencies from the Belgian side. “The most important
and interesting part of the meeting will be the session on
success story in which the companies from Belgium and
Kuwait will relate their success stories in the two coun-
tries,” according to Kuwait’s ambassador to Belgium, EU
and NATO Jasem Al-Budaiwi. — KUNA

BRUSSELS: The first meeting of the Belgian-Kuwait economic committee in progress. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Sierra Leone Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation Nabeela Farida Tunis (center) and Sierra Leonean
Ambassador to Kuwait Haja Ishata Thomas (second right) pose for a group photo at the ambassador’s residence. 
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KUWAIT: His Highness Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah meets with Sierra Leone’s Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation Nabeela Farida Tunis
and her accompanying delegation.


