
By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: The committee entrusted to handle the sit-
uation in Jleeb conducted a second inspection tour of
the area and reported thousands of violations. Kuwait
Municipality Director Ahmed Al-Manfouhi said a
campaign was launched yesterday in the area earlier
than planned so that the team comprising of elements
from various relevant government bodies could probe
the difficulties. 

“The team closed 120 stores, disconnected electricity
to 43 buildings, removed 10,000 tons of construction
waste material and garbage, removed 223 commercial
shades, arrested 120 street vendors pending deportation
and destroyed two tons of foul foodstuff,” he explained. 
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Amir urges new prime minister
to crack down on corruption

Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled sworn in • MPs call for strong Cabinet, reforms
By B Izzak and KUNA 

KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah praised
newly-appointed Prime Minister HH
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah yesterday and urged him to crack
down on corruption. “We have given you
responsibility...a big responsibility...fight
corruption and the corrupt... inshallah.
My Allah the Almighty help you for the
best interests of the nation and people,”
the Amir told the premier after he was
sworn in at Dar Salwa. The prime minis-
ter thanked HH the Amir for his trust in
assigning him this post. “I pledge to you
to do all I can to continue the blessed
march under the leadership of Your
Highness,” he said. 

HH the Amir had earlier yesterday
appointed long-serving foreign minister
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled as the new prime
minister and asked him to form the next
Cabinet. An Amiri order was also issued to
allocate the title of His Highness to the
newly-assigned PM. HH Sheikh Sabah’s

appointment came a day after former
prime minister HH Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah declined to
form the new Cabinet, saying he intended
to clear his name from graft allegations.

Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled is expected
to start consultations to pick his ministe-
rial team immediately. The new premier
is the third PM in the country since
2006, when HH Sheikh Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah was
appointed prime minister but resigned
over five years later following protests.
The Cabinet resigned a week ago after
MPs filed no-confidence motions against
two ministers following lengthy grillings
over allegations of mismanagement.

The resignation was followed by a
rare clash between the former defense
and interior ministers over allegations of
graft. The two ministers were later
removed by the Amir. There is no time-
frame for the new prime minister to
announce his Cabinet, which will be the
eighth since late 2011. 

Continued on Page 24
HH Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled takes the oath of office as
prime minister yesterday. — KUNA 

KUWAIT: Newly-appointed Prime Minister HH Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah is received by HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
and HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah at Dar Salwa
yesterday. — KUNA 

KUWAIT: A bulldozer tears down the signboard of a shop during a crackdown in
Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh yesterday. (See Page 5)

HEBRON: An Israeli border guard points a laser light at the camera as others keep watch while a bulldozer
demolishes Palestinian houses near Al-Arub camp on the outskirts of this West Bank town yesterday. — AFP 

DUBAI: Bader bin Mubarak, chief executive of Fish Farm, throws food pellets into
the tank at the facility on Oct 15, 2019. —AFP 

Jleeb ‘cleanup’ 
in full swing

KANDAHAR: The Taleban handed
two Western hostages over to US
forces in southern Afghanistan yester-
day, three years after they were
abducted, in a successful swap for
three high-ranking insurgent prisoners
that could boost peace talks. The
exchange of American Kevin King and
Australian Timothy Weeks for the mili-
tants - including Anas Haqqani, brother
to the Taleban’s deputy leader - was

termed a “confidence-building” meas-
ure by both the Australian government
and the insurgents. 

“We are profoundly pleased and
relieved”, Australian Prime Minister
Scott Morrison said in a statement,
adding that Weeks’ family had asked the
government to convey their relief and
gratitude. King and Weeks, both profes-
sors at the American University in
Kabul, were kidnapped by gunmen
wearing military uniforms in the heart of
Afghan capital in Aug 2016. They later
appeared looking haggard in a Taleban
hostage video, with the insurgents going
on to say that King was in poor health.

The two professors were driven by
car to Nawbahar district in Zabul, a 
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JERUSALEM: The United States faced stiff interna-
tional and Palestinian criticism yesterday over its deci-
sion to no longer consider Israeli settlements illegal,
while the Jewish state’s premier cheered on the “his-
toric” move. The United Nations and European Union
stressed the decision would not change the reality that
the settlements were illegal, while the Arab League
condemned the unilateral move announced Monday by
US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo. Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, however, said he was
“very moved” by the announcement.

Kuwait insists on and stresses the unlawfulness and
illegality of Jewish settlements on occupied Palestinian
lands, which are in clear violations of international laws
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US slammed 
for backing 
settlements 

DUBAI: From a control room in the middle
of Dubai’s desert, Norway’s sunrises and
sunsets and the cool currents of the Atlantic
are recreated for the benefit of thousands of
salmon raised in tanks despite searing con-
ditions outside. Dubai is no stranger to
ambitious projects, with a no-limits
approach that has seen a palm-shaped
island built off its coast, and a full-scale ski
slope created inside a shopping mall. 

But the farming of salmon in the desert
is “something that no one could have

imagined”, said Bader bin Mubarak, chief
executive of Fish Farm. “This is exactly
what we’re doing in Dubai.” Inside the
facility, waters flow and temperatures
fluctuate to create the most desirable con-
ditions for the salmon living in four vast
tanks. “We provide for them a sunrise,
sunset, tide, a strong current or a simple
river current -and we have deep waters
and shallow waters,” Mubarak told AFP.

Even for a country known for its
extravagant ventures, building Fish Farm,
located along the southern border of the
emirate, was a challenging endeavor.
Salmon usually live in cold waters such as
those in and off Iceland, Norway, Scotland
and Alaska - which is why the farming of
Atlantic salmon in a country where tem-
peratures can reach up to 45C is a stretch 
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In the desert of 
Dubai, salmon 
farming thrives

PARIS: Some soups may be good for more than
just the soul. A new study suggests that certain
homemade broths - made from chicken, beef or
even just vegetables - might have properties that
can help fight malaria. Researcher Jake Baum of
Imperial College London asked children from
diverse cultural backgrounds at state-funded Eden
Primary School to bring in homemade clear soup
broth from recipes that had been passed down
across generations to treat fever.  

The samples were filtered and incubated with
cultures of Plasmodium falciparum, a parasite that
accounts for an estimated 99.7 percent of malaria
cases in Africa, according to the World Health
Organization (WHO). Of 56 soup samples tested,
five were more than 50 percent effective in curbing
growth of the parasite, two with similar success as
one drug currently used to treat malaria, Baum and
his team reported Tuesday in the Archives of
Disease in Childhood. 

Four other soups were more than 50 percent
effective at blocking parasites from maturing to be
able to infect mosquitoes, which transmit the dis-
ease. “When we started getting soups that worked -
in the lab under very restricted conditions, I should
add - we were really happy and excited,” Baum told
AFP in an email. But he noted that it was unclear
which ingredients had the antimalarial properties.
“If we were serious about going back and finding
the magic ingredient, like good scientists, we’d have
to do it in a very standardized way,” he said. 

The soups came from families from diverse ethnic
backgrounds, including Europe, North Africa and
the Middle East, and had a variety of base
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