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Kings snap Celtics’ 10-game streak
Redick helps Pelicans hold off Warriors

SACRAMENTO: Richaun Holmes #22 of the Sacramento Kings shoots the ball against the Boston Celtics at Golden 1 Center in Sacramento, California. — AFP

SACRAMENTO: Richaun Holmes hit a pair of go-
ahead free throws with 13.3 seconds left as the host
Sacramento Kings ended the Boston Celtics’ 10-game
winning streak with a 100-99 victory Sunday after-
noon. Buddy Hield led all scorers with 35 points and
hit seven 3-pointers, as the Kings won for the fifth
time in seven games. Nemanja Bjelica (12 points, 14
rebounds) and Bogdan Bogdanovic (12 points, 10
assists) each had double-doubles. Jaylen Brown led
six Celtics in double figures with 18 points, and Daniel
Theis had 10 rebounds to go with his 14 points.
Boston lost for the first time since its season opener
Oct 23. The game featured 24 lead changes and nine
ties. After Marcus Smart was assessed a loose ball foul
on a scrum under the net that withstood a coach’s
challenge, Holmes put Sacramento up for good with
his two makes.

PELICANS 108, WARRIORS 100
JJ Redick scored 26 points, and Jrue Holiday added

22 as host New Orleans handed Golden state its sev-
enth straight loss. Rookie Nickeil Alexander-Walker
scored 19, Nicolo Melli had 16, rookie Jaxson Hayes
had 10 points and 10 rebounds and E’Twaun Moore
added 10 points as the Pelicans prevailed in a meeting
of two young teams with the worst records in the
Western Conference. New Orleans entered the game
with three wins, and Golden State had two, one of

which was a 134-123 triumph in New Orleans on Oct.
28. Rookie Eric Paschall scored 30, rookie Ky Bowman
had 19, Glenn Robinson III had 14, and Marquese
Chriss 10 to lead the Warriors.

NUGGETS 131, GRIZZLIES 114
Jamal Murray contributed a dunk and two assists to

a 15-0, second-quarter flurry that erased a deficit and
propelled Denver to a romp at Memphis. Murray fin-
ished with 39 points and eight assists for the Nuggets,
who won for the sixth time in their last seven games.
Jaren Jackson Jr. paced Memphis with 22 points. Paul
Millsap and Will Barton capped the 15-0 burst with
hoops that made it 53-40 with 4:34 remaining in the
half. Denver extended its lead to as many as 25 in the
second period and never allowed the Grizzlies closer
than 17 in the second half.

LAKERS 122, HAWKS 101
LeBron James scored 33 points and Kyle Kuzma

added 17 as host Los Angeles jumped out to a 25-point
lead in the first quarter and finished off an easy victory
over Atlanta to improve to an NBA-best 11-2. Rajon
Rondo scored 15 points and Anthony Davis added 14 as
the Lakers earned their fourth consecutive victory and
their 11th in their last 12 games since a season-opening
loss to the Clippers. Trae Young scored 31 points and
Cam Reddish added 13 as the Hawks lost their third

consecutive game and fell for the sixth time in their last
seven contests. Atlanta was blown out in Los Angeles
for the second consecutive night after losing by 49 to
the Clippers on Saturday.

76ERS 114, CAVALIERS 95
Tobias Harris scored 27 points on 12-of-14 shooting,

Joel Embiid added 14 points and Philadelphia led for all
but a few minutes in a win at Cleveland. James Ennis III
contributed 14 points and Furkan Korkmaz had 13 for
the Sixers, who snapped a two-game losing streak
overall and a five-game road skid. Al Horford had 11
points, and Ben Simmons had 10 points and 11 assists.
Collin Sexton led the Cavs with 17 points, while Jordan
Clarkson added 15. Tristan Thompson and Kevin Love

had 12 points each for the Cavaliers, who have dropped
three in a row.

MAGIC 125, WIZARDS 121
Nikola Vucevic collected 30 points and 17 rebounds

to record his 10th double-double of the season as host
Orlando posted a victory over Washington. Vucevic
shot 11 of 14, and Evan Fournier highlighted his 25-point
performance with five 3-pointers for the Magic, who
have won three in a row. Markelle Fultz made all six of
his shots in the first half and finished with a season-high
19 points. Bradley Beal followed up consecutive 44-
point performances by scoring 34, and C.J. Miles added
21 for the Wizards, who lost for just the fifth time in their
last 25 meetings with Orlando. — Reuters

MADRID: Andy Murray will do a “great job” when he
continues his comeback from injury at next week’s inau-
gural Davis Cup Finals in Madrid, British captain Leon
Smith said on Sunday. The former world number one
claimed his first ATP title since 2017 last month in
Antwerp to raise hopes that he could return to the top
of the game despite needing career-saving hip surgery
earlier this year.

Murray, who inspired Britain to the 2015 Davis Cup
title, will line up alongside his older brother Jamie, Dan
Evans, Kyle Edmund and Neal Skupski at the Caja
Magica. “Andy feels great,” said Smith. “He’s obviously
extremely happy to be back in tennis.

“He’s training unbelievably hard to get back to his
best position, with great focus. “If he’s picked to play,
then I know he will do a great job on the court. That’s
not ego, that’s confidence of course. “He’s still a very
good tennis player, he’s pushing (the other) guys ahead.
And at the same time, you realise what he’s gone
through.”

Britain, who were handed a wildcard for the first
tournament since the old World Group was scrapped,
will be favourites to progress from a Group E which
also features Kazakhstan and the Netherlands. The
teams will face off in two best-of-three-set singles
matches in each tie, with one doubles rubber.

“We are very lucky to have three very good singles
players and really good doubles options,” added Smith,

who is expected to choose either British number one
Evans or Edmund to partner Murray, now ranked 125th.
“So I’ve got a few things to ponder in the next couple
of days, but it’s a good situation to be in. “It wasn’t that
long ago that it wasn’t like this and the guys all stepped
up even though they were ranked 270, 300, 400...
Beating guys 30th, 60th in the world. “That’s why you
have to respect any opposition.” Russia get the finals,
revamped by Barcelona footballer Gerard Pique’s
Kosmos company, underway on Monday against reign-
ing champions Croatia. But the Russians have been
weakened by the withdrawal of world number four
Daniil Medvedev, who has been struggling with exhaus-
tion after a gruelling season that saw him reach six con-
secutive finals.

Croatia are missing the injured Marin Cilic, while the
tournament will have to launch its new format without
Roger Federer, who decided not to play. Novak
Djokovic and home favourite Rafael Nadal have com-
mitted themselves to the event, although the Spaniard
has been struggling with an abdominal injury in recent
weeks.

But his captain Sergi Bruguera insisted the 19-time
Grand Slam champion wants to take part. “The truth is
that he’s in a great moment,” said Bruguera. “He is doing
well and is eager to compete.” The other ties see
Belgium take on Colombia, who never played in the
World Group, while Italy face Canada. — AFP

Murray will do ‘great job’ at
Davis Cup, says British captain

NBA results/standings

Eastern Conference
W L PCT GB

Boston 10 2 0.833 —
Miami 9 3 0.750 1
Milwaukee 9 3 0.750 1
Toronto 8 4 0.667 2
Philadelphia 8 5 0.615 2.5
Indiana 7 6 0.538 3.5
Orlando 6 7 0.462 4.5
Charlotte 6 7 0.462 4.5
Brooklyn 5 7 0.417 5
Cleveland 4 8 0.333 6
Chicago 4 9 0.308 6.5
Atlanta 4 9 0.308 6.5
Detroit 4 9 0.308 6.5
Washington 3 8 0.273 6.5
New York 3 10 0.231 7.5

Western Conference
LA Lakers 11 2 0.846 —
Houston 10 3 0.769 1
Denver 9 3 0.750 1.5
Utah 8 4 0.667 2.5
Phoenix 7 4 0.636 3
LA Clippers 8 5 0.615 3
Dallas 7 5 0.583 3.5
Minnesota 7 6 0.538 4
Oklahoma City 5 7 0.417 5.5
Sacramento 5 7 0.417 5.5
Memphis 5 8 0.385 6
Portland 5 8 0.385 6
San Antonio 5 8 0.385 6
New Orleans 4 9 0.308 7
Golden State 2 12 0.143 9.5

LA Lakers 122, Atlanta 101; Orlando 125, Washington 121; New Orleans 108, Golden State 100; Memphis 114, Denver 131; Cleveland 95,
Philadelphia 114; Sacramento 100, Boston 99.


