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Vettel, Leclerc 
summoned to 
explain collision
SAO PAULO: Ferrari team boss Mattia
Binotto has called drivers Sebastian
Vettel and Charles Leclerc to a clear-
the-air meeting after their collision
wrecked the team’s hopes at the
Brazilian Grand Prix.

The pair, who collided while fighting
for fourth place on Sunday, were forced
to retire from the race, leaving Ferrari
embarrassed and pointless and the driv-
ers arguing about who was to blame.

“There will be time (for us all) togeth-
er at Maranello to understand what hap-
pened,” said Binotto, in the wake of a
tempestuous race won with authority by
Red Bull’s Max Verstappen.

“It’s not for me to blame them, it’s for
them to recognise it.” Speaking to
reporters in the aftermath of a costly race
for the scarlet scuderia, Binotto said he
needed time to take stock and review the
crash, on lap 66 of the 71-lap race.

Both cars were damaged and forced
to retire in the incident, which came
after a Safety Car restart when Vettel
‘closed the door’ on a challenging
Leclerc. It resulted in Ferrari’s first
scoreless race since the 2017 Singapore
Grand Prix and refocused criticism on
the team’s habit of generating self-

inflicted damage — and the fractious
relationship between their drivers.

“I have not reviewed yet, I don’t want
to do it yet,” insisted Binotto. “I think
doing things in the heat of the moment,
we may have the wrong conclusion. “I
heard both drivers, but they will come as
well together to discuss again what hap-
pened and there will be time for the team
to analyse all the video and the data.

“Whatever will be the judgement,
more important is we are disappointed
and sorry for the team. “But first, the two
drivers should be sorry for the team — as
it has been a very small crash with big
consequences... “They are silly things that
should not happen.

“t’s a matter of recognising eventually
what have been the actions and mistakes.

It’s important, because that can only make
you better.” He said the Maranello meet-
ing would not be about apportioning
blame and punishment.

“It’s not a matter of fining or blaming,”
he said. “They were free to fight, we let
them race and the reason for that is that
we have the second place in the con-
structors’ (championship) ...

“Free to fight doesn’t mean to do silly
actions, especially between the two team-
mates and the two Ferraris. For me, it was
simply a silly action. “There is always
something you can do better, but today
the mistakes were from the drivers. As a
team, what could we have done better?
We need to think... “And, certainly, we
need to improve that for the future and
that it is not to happen anymore.” —AFP

Zain strategic 
partner of GulfRun
KUWAIT: Zain, the leading digital service provider in
Kuwait, announced its strategic partnership of GulfRun,
the GCC’s most popular motorsport event, for the
fourth time. The event will be held at Kuwait Motor
Town’s race circuit during 21 - 23 November 2019. 

Zain strongly believes in the important role the pri-
vate sector plays in developing the youth and sports
sectors in Kuwait. The company makes this concept a
reality by sponsoring and supporting various major
sporting events in Kuwait, including this regional event,
as well as sponsoring and encouraging many Kuwaiti
athletes who represent Kuwait in local, regional, and
international arenas. Many of these athletes, who
achieve great titles that Zain takes pride in, are motor-
sports champions.

This year’s GulfRun program includes three main

activities; the Time Attack Race, which will feature over
90 cars from 4 different classes participating in two
days of racing to secure the fastest results in their
classes. The Auto Show, where automotive dealerships
will be hosting their private garages to display vehicles
and offer taxi-rides to visitors. The Race Market, where
a festival market will showcase several local and inter-
national brands that will display their latest offerings
alongside several restaurants, cafes, and a play area
dedicated for children. 

Zain’s support to GulfRun comes in line with its
keenness on encouraging the various efforts that con-
tribute to developing the Kuwaiti youth and sports sec-
tors. The company puts the support of Kuwaiti sports
at the forefront of its priorities under the umbrella of its
Corporate Sustainability and Social Responsibility
strategy, and Zain’s support of Kuwaiti champions
results in many achievements that the company is
proud of one year after another. 

GulfRun is considered an ideal and safe alternative
to street racing, which threatens the lives of many peo-

ple, many of them young drivers. Motorsport enthusi-
asts are able to showcase their talents within profes-
sional and certified grounds at the Kuwait Motor
Town’s race circuit and Bahrain International Circuit, in
addition to having taken advantage of the opportunity
to gain valuable insights with the help of qualified train-
ers and experienced professional instructors.

Carlos Sainz claims 
McLaren’s first 
podium since 2014 
SAO PAULO: Carlos Sainz’s patience and determi-
nation was repaid in more ways than one on
Sunday when his first podium finish was confirmed
by the race stewards, more than two hours after the
Brazilian Grand Prix.

The highly-rated young Spaniard came home
fourth on the road for McLaren in Sunday’s tumul-
tuous race, but was promoted to third when six-
time world champion Lewis Hamilton was penalised
— and then made to wait while his own race was
investigated. Finally, the stewards said he and
McLaren had not contravened any regulations in
the use of Drag Reduction System (DRS) under
yellow flags during the race — to the delight of the
team’s long-suffering fans and Sainz’s many admir-
ers and supporters. The result secured McLaren
their first podium since both Jenson Button and
Kevin Magnussen were classified in the top three at
the 2014 Australian Grand Prix, ironically the first
race in the current V6 turbo hybrid era.

“Good things come to those who wait... 2,072
days, 118 races, one group of loyal fans,” McLaren
said on Twitter. The result secured fourth place in
the constructors’ championship for McLaren, their
best finish since 2012. It was an extraordinary effort
by Sainz who had failed to set a time in qualifying
and started from last place on the grid, the team
choosing to take a new engine. He went for a one-
stop strategy which worked out in a race of two
safety car interventions and many accidents. “A
podium!” said Sainz on Twitter. “A bit weird not
being there after the race, but still extremely happy.
“Today’s race was just unbelievable — the one-stop
strategy was difficult, but it paid off.” Rivals Renault
commented on Twitter: “Huge, huge congratulations
to McLaren and Carlos Sainz. Both extremely dear
to our hearts and both hugely deserving.” His com-
patriot and former McLaren team-mate Fernando
Alonso said: “Fantastic! Well done team.” —AFP

SAO PAULO: Max Verstappen underlined his potential
as a champion of the future on Sunday with a com-
manding victory for Red Bull in an astonishing and
crash-hit Brazilian Grand Prix at Interlagos.

The 22-year-old Dutchman twice passed newly-
crowned six-time world champion Lewis Hamilton in a
thrilling contest that had two safety car interventions
and saw the Ferraris of Sebastian Vettel and Charles
Leclerc clash and retire, before clinching the eighth
victory of his career.

His third win this season also made up for his disap-
pointment in last year’s race in Brazil when he looked
certain to win before a late accident wrecked his hopes
of victory. He made the most of pole position and fin-
ished a dominant winner ahead of his former Red Bull
team-mate Pierre Gasly, now with Toro Rosso, as they
delivered a Honda-powered one-two for the Japanese
company for the first time since the heyday of local
hero Ayrton Senna.

Frenchman Gasly came home 0.062 seconds ahead
of Hamilton, who finished third for Mercedes but was
demoted to seventh following a post-race stewards’
investigation after crashing with luckless Thai driver
Alexander Albon, the man who replaced Gasly at Red
Bull, in the final laps.

Hamilton’s demotion gifted McLaren’s Carlos Sainz
his first Formula One podium, subject to several other
stewards’ inquiries. “Lewis was very quick,” said
Verstappen. “So I had to keep pushing all the time. He
pitted early so we had to be on top of our pit-stops and
we had a good move on him.

“I could control the race with the tyres I had, so, for
me, it was unbelievable. It was a lot of fun out there and
great to win the race.” 

VERSTAPPEN ‘FLAT OUT’ 
He said his decisive second overtake of Hamilton was

achieved thanks to his superior speed in the rarefied
atmosphere of the 700-metre altitude Interlagos cir-
cuit. “I was behind so I was pushing flat out on my out
lap,” he said. “We knew we had great top speed the
whole weekend — but that was a guess — and I’m very
happy to have got past him!”

Gasly screamed with delight at his good fortune on
his slow-down lap. “This is my first podium in F1 and,
for sure, I will never forget it,” he said. It’s such a spe-
cial moment. So emotional... “Toro Rosso have given
me such a fantastic car since I came back. This is an
amazing day... I was praying for the engine to give
everything it had — without Honda, it would not have
been possible.”

Hamilton was handed a five-second penalty and two
points on his racing licence. “I fully accept it was my
fault and I accept the penalty,” said the Mercedes driv-
er. “I was the driver behind and it was my mistake. I
apologise massively to Alex — the gap was there, but it
closed pretty quickly. It was completely my fault and I
hold my hands up.”

Albon, who looked certain to finish on the podium,
came home 15th. Sainz finished fourth on the road for
McLaren ahead of the two Alfa Romeos of Kimi
Raikkonen and Antonio Giovinazzi, seventh-placed
Daniel Ricciardo of Renault and Lando Norris in the
second McLaren.

Sergio Perez of Racing Point finished ninth and
Daniil Kvyat was 10th in the second Toro Rosso, but
all of the results were subject to revision as the stew-
ards investigated a string of incidents late into the
evening. —AFP

Frenchman Gasly came home 0.062 seconds ahead of Hamilton

Verstappen wins crazy race 
as both Ferraris crash out

SAO PAULO: Red Bull’s Dutch driver Max Verstappen (L) and Toro Rosso’s French driver Pierre Gasly cel-
ebrate with their trophies after getting the first and second place of the F1 Brazil Grand Prix, at the
Interlagos racetrack in Sao Paulo, Brazil. —AFP

Joseph renews 
contract with 
Japan to 2023
TOKYO: Jamie Joseph has renewed his contract as coach
of Japan until the end of 2023 after leading the side to
their first Rugby World Cup quarter-final last month, the
Japanese Rugby Football Union said yesterday. The 49-
year-old New Zealander, who was thought to be one of
the main contenders to replace Steve Hansen as All
Blacks coach, said he was excited about taking the ‘Brave
Blossoms’ to the next World Cup in France.

“I have great expectations for rugby in Japan and
I’m very honoured that I can lead the team towards the
next World Cup,” Joseph said. Japan won all four of
their pool stage matches on home soil, including victo-
ries over top-tier nations Ireland and Scotland, to top
their group before losing to eventual champions South
Africa in the last eight. “We highly appreciate that
(Joseph) built up the skills of the Japan players to the
world level in just three years since taking over as head
coach of the men’s national team on Sept. 1, 2016,”
JRFU President Shigetaka Mori said in a statement. “By
leading us to the best eight for the first time at this
year’s Rugby World Cup in Japan, we were able to
glimpse the backs of the world’s best. “I’m really look-
ing forward to seeing how strong Japan can be under
the guidance of Mr. Joseph.” — Reuters

Todd, Vaughn 
share PGA lead at 
Mayakoba Classic
MEXICO CITY: Brendon Todd, coming off a
victory two weeks ago in Bermuda, shared
the lead with fellow American Vaughn Taylor
on Sunday when darkness halted the final
round of the US PGA Mayakoba Classic.
Taylor and Todd, both on 20-under par with
four holes to finish, were among seven top-
10 players yet to finish their final round when
sunset fell at Playa del Carmen, Mexico.

Mexico’s Carlos Ortiz and American
Harris English were on 19-under, Ortiz with
one hole to play and English with four
remaining. American Adam Long was on 18-
under with three holes remaining.
Competition will resume at 7:30 a.m. local
time (1230 GMT) with 12 players set to com-
plete their 72 holes after heavy rains washed
out play Thursday.

To win, it might take matching or break-
ing the 72-hole tournament record of 22-
under par set last year by Matt Kuchar. Todd
seized the lead with a six-under par 65 in
Sunday’s third round and players went
directly into the last round, rushing in a failed
bid to complete 36 holes on the final day.

Todd, 34, won his first US PGA crown at
the 2014 Byron Nelson Championship then
ended a five-year win drought during which
he battled the full-swing yips by taking the
Bermuda Championship two weeks ago. This
is his first start since that triumph.

“I feel great about my game. Happy to
have a chance to win this after winning in
Bermuda,” Todd said. “I’m excited for the

opportunity.” Taylor, 43, seeks his fourth PGA
title after taking the 2004 and 2005 Reno-
Tahoe Opens and the 2016 Pebble Beach
Pro-Am. “I’m just trying to hang in there best
I can,” Taylor said. “Didn’t feel too great. I’m
tied for the lead. I’m pleased.” Taylor birdied
the third hole in his final round, made back-
to-back birdies at the ninth and 10th holes
and sank another at the par-5 13th.

Todd birdied the par-3 fourth, par-5 sev-

enth and par-4 ninth and 12th holes to stay
on top but could only par the 13th and took a
bogey at 14 in the twilight before stopping
on the 15th green alongside Taylor.

“I wanted to hit it in there close and come
back tomorrow and make a birdie,” Todd
said. “There was probably no benefit to me
playing after making two fives in a row.”
While his playing partners raced to the 18th
tee so they could finish, Ortiz decided

against teeing off on the final hole due to the
darkness. “The last shot, it was hard to see,”
Ortiz said. “The decision I took not to play, I
think was the right one. I have a really good
chance to win. Winning in front of my family
and crowd would be a dream come true.”

Kuchar made a hole-in-one on the par-3
eighth hole in the final round while US
compatriot Brian Gay aced the par-3 10th
hole. —AFP

PLAYA DEL CARMEN: Brendon Todd of the United States plays his second shot on the 17th hole during the continuation of the final round of the
Mayakoba Golf Classic at El Camaleon Mayakoba Golf Course yesterday in Playa del Carmen, Mexico. —AFP


