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Featuring bumbling generals, assassination plots, and
homosexual romance, Pakistani military satire “A
Case of Exploding Mangoes” by Mohammed Hanif

has finally been released in the country’s official language
Urdu-even as the army tightens its grip on freedom of
expression. The former fighter pilot turned journalist,
novelist and librettist is best known for the 2008 novel
which chronicles the final days of hardline dictator
General Zia-ul-Haq’s rule and the myriad conspiracies
behind the plane crash that killed him in 1988. 

Zia, a pious and far-right dictator in real life, is por-
trayed by Hanif as a paranoid buffoon backing the Afghan
jihad against the Soviets while battling a case of rectal
worms. Although “Mangoes” is generously salted with
heavy doses of humor, the book also unleashes harsh
criticism at Pakistan’s military establishment. In the book,
the military relies on torture, extrajudicial murder, and
covertly supports a jihadist insurgency to pursue its
goals-accusations made by rights activists in real life, but
which the military denies, and rarely allows to be repeat-
ed by the Pakistani press.

“I love the army. Some of my best friends have died in
combat. I have nothing against the institution,” explains
the 55-year-old, whose own years in uniform provided
much of the granular details of military life featured in the
book. “But if the military does something wrong, if they

get involved in politics, if they disappear people, then I
have to write about it,” he adds. While “Mangoes” was
set in Zia’s Pakistan, it was first released in English-the
language of Pakistan’s small, educated elite-during the
violent rule of another military dictator, Pervez
Musharraf. 

Backlash
It coincided with Hanif ’s return to Pakistan after

spending nearly 12 years in London with the BBC.  “Some
of my journalist friends were scared for me,” he recalled.
“I was lucky because 2008 was a particularly bad year in
Pakistan with a lot of bloodshed,” including the onset of
the Pakistani Taliban insurgency, which likely “distracted”
potential censors, he tells AFP. Internationally, the novel
earned glowing reviews and was longlisted for the
Booker Prize, with critics comparing Hanif to famous
satire writers Joseph Heller and Kurt Vonnegut.  

Despite the widespread praise, more than a decade
passed before the novel was translated into Urdu-
Pakistan’s other official language, and more widely spo-
ken by the masses. Works written in English have a nar-
rower, elite audience and so often have greater leeway,
while Urdu content tends to be more carefully censored.
According to Hanif, a publisher “sat” on the Urdu transla-
tion of the book for years, citing potential repercussions. 

But “the time for a backlash has passed”, said the
book’s publisher Hoori Noorani. “The book had been
translated into all major languages of the world. Even
though it is a satire and humor can be subversive, it
depicts a dark part of our history.” Even so, the book’s
Urdu release last month comes as authorities have
increasingly cracked down on all forms of dissent.
Journalists have complained of the worst censorship
since Zia’s time, while opposition leaders are rounded up
in a controversial anti-corruption campaign. 

Censorship and fear 
As such, the Urdu edition of “Mangoes” is “very time-

ly,” says Harris Khalique, a poet and rights activist.
“Thirty years after the assassination of Zia, writers and
journalists are experiencing similar pressures,” he adds.
Noorani is hoping to sell a few thousand copies-a decent
number in a country with low literacy rates and an ongo-
ing economic downturn that he says has forced some
people to “choose between buying a book or food”.

Since “Mangoes” success, Hanif has gone on to pub-
lish two more novels: “Our Lady of Alice Bhatti”-the sto-
ry of a nurse from the Christian minority fighting against
patriarchy-and last year’s “Red Birds”, which focuses on
war and refugees. Hanif has also helped co-create a much
anticipated opera about the late Pakistani Prime Minister

Benzair Bhutto, all while pumping out regular op-eds for
the New York Times. 

As a columnist, Hanif has established himself as one of
the premier voices on all things Pakistan-from the gender
politics of making roti to criticism of the army, which saw
one of his columns replaced with a blank page in the
Pakistani print edition of the paper in 2017.  He admits
there are limits-saying his 2013 book about human rights
abuses in restive Balochistan province “would be difficult
to write now”. Like most in Pakistani media, he admits to
“self-censoring” mostly out of fear of putting his family at
risk. “I have pushed the boundaries,” says Hanif. “But I’m
now more careful than I’ve ever been in my life.” — AFP 

Explosive prose: Translation of 
Pakistani satire hits bookstores 

In these pictures Mohammed Hanif, center, the former fighter pilot turned journalist, is surrounded by fans during a literature festival in Islamabad. — AFP photos 

According to Business France’s attractiveness dashboard, published in
October 2019, France becomes more and more attractive every year. A
finding that corroborates the Kantar Public study published in January

2019: 88 percent of foreign business leaders consider France attractive (4 points
more than in 2017) and 61 percent believe that its attractiveness has improved in
the last two years.

Produced for the tenth year running, France’s attractiveness dashboard - based
on internationally recognized sources - draws a diagnosis of the attractiveness of
France by comparing it to thirteen other member countries of the Organization for
Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) on all key economic indicators,
be it the size of the market, human capital, research and innovation, infrastructure,
the administrative and financial environment, the cost of capital and labor or the
quality of life.

Frederic Szabo, Managing Director, Business France Middle East stated: “Proof
of this renewed attractiveness, France - the world’s sixth-largest economy - con-
firms its position as the leading host country for production investment in Europe
and in 2018 became the first host country for R&D activities. The German soft-
ware giant SAP, for example, has announced a five-year investment of more than
two billion euros for innovation in France, including the opening of an incubator at
the end of 2018 in Paris.”

France reinforces its structural assets
High quality transport and telecommunications infrastructure, hourly productiv-

ity ranked 9th in the world, one of the most competitive electricity costs in Europe,
a modern e- administration ... France - the world’s 4th largest exporter of services
and the world’s 7th largest exporter of goods - has a very large number of struc-
tural assets.

Strengths that are also the result of a proactive public policy. The high speed
broadband Plan France, launched in 2013, is based on an investment of 20 billion
euros over ten years to fully connect the territory to very high speed internet
(over 30 mbp/s) by 2022. The intermediate objective to cover 50 percent of the
territory by 2017 has been achieved by the end of 2016 (51.2 percent). In addition,
through the new Railway Pact adopted in June 2018, the State has committed to
invest 3.6 billion euros per year over ten years to modernize its rail network.

A strong entrepreneurial dynamic
The numbers bear this out year after year: France is a land of entrepreneurs. It

ranks third in the business creation rate. There were almost 200,000 new business
creations in 2017, an increase of more than 5 percent, while the business exit rate
is one of the lowest in European countries. In the manufacturing industry, the num-
ber of net creations in France increased by 3.2 percent in 2017, or 7,999 net cre-
ations. France offers the most advantageous tax treatment in R & D for companies.
According to the estimates of the national association of technology research, for
the companies studied, the CIR (Research Tax Credit) and associated subsidies
would decrease the cost of a researcher by 28 percent in France.

France is well on its way to carbon neutrality
In the European Union, France stands out through the originality of its energy

mix. Electricity, largely from nuclear energy, is particularly low carbon. As for
greenhouse gas emissions, they decreased by 46 percent in industry between
1990 and 2016. France is therefore well on track to achieve the goal of carbon
neutrality by 2050 set by the climate plan. This is a factor of undoubted attractive-
ness at a time when ecological issues are becoming more and more pressing.

Green growth also brings economic and job opportunities, especially in green
energy. According to EurObserv’ER, France was the 3rd largest European employ-
er in renewable energies in 2017, with 140,700 jobs (0.5 percent of its active pop-
ulation). The leading country in this field is Germany with 290. 700 jobs (0.7 per-
cent of its active population), followed by Spain with 168 800 jobs (0.7 percent).

However, France still has a way to go to be paradise for foreign companies and
the Dashboard also points out a number of weaknesses, for example: taxation,
labor costs or the regulatory environment. Weaknesses that are not, however,
inevitable, as evidenced by the recent improvements achieved in these areas
thanks to the reforms carried out over the last two years, according to Christophe
Lecourtier, General Manager of Business France. 

France, the most attractive
country in Europe in 2018

G O S S I P Millie Bobby Brown launches 
collection of shoes in 
collaboration with Converse

he 15-year-old actress teamed
up with the sneaker brand to
release her own custom collec-
tion earlier this summer, and

she’s set to launch another capsule in her
Millie By You range. Millie’s first line was
inspired by the ocean, and whilst this col-
lection doesn’t follow the same underwater
theme, it instead features bright colors and
bold accessories that are inspired by the
70s and Millie’s love for crafting and DIY.
Writing on Instagram, the ‘Stranger
Things’ star said: “So excited to share with
you my next collection with @converse -
launching on 11/18/19. I designed these
with all of YOU in mind. (sic)” The new
collection features an all-pink pair with
attached patch hearts, a white and pink
style with patch accessories that read “Be
You”, and a black pair that come complete
with rainbow hearts. Converse themselves
also took to Instagram to show off the new
range, with a quote from Millie that read:
“I want this collection to tell people to
embrace themselves no matter what.”
Meanwhile, Millie recently said she’s keen
to start wearing “fitted” clothes that show
off her “womanly” figure now that she’s
getting older. 

Kanye West wants to
tackle prison reform

he 42-year-old rapper insisted his path
is dictated by “what God wants”, and he
looks set to follow in wife Kim
Kardashian West’s footsteps by doing

what he can to tackle some “immediate” issues with
the justice system in the US. Speaking to TMZ, he
said: “It’s all what God wants. World peace, how
about it? One in three African Americans are in
prison. “Figuring out ways to free people, free the
minorities, free the people with mental health, to go
and open up and have conversations... “Some peo-
ple are locked up for a year, sometimes five years,
because they can’t afford a thousand dollars bail.
These are some immediate things that are on our
mind today.” The ‘Jesus is King’ rapper - who has
been open about his faith and bringing his Sunday
Service to followers in the US - explained how he
tries to listen to God, and he’s willing to embrace
whatever direction he’s moved in. He added: “Well,
man makes plans and God laughs - it’s all up to him.
I really empty my mind, feel my spirit and leave
room for God to guide me. So, I can’t tell you what
the plans are. “I do see visions of expanding and
changing the shape, like I’ve been changing the
shape of choir set up with Sunday service. I like
that, my architecture and my art background are
changing just the shape of the course that we use...
What we’re applying with this music that we’re
doing on our album with the Sunday Service. 

he 38-year-old tennis star has
two-year-old daughter Alexis
Olympia with her husband
Alexis Ohanian, and has said
the tot looks set for a career in

fashion, because she already has opinions
on the clothes her mother wears. Serena
recently launched her Serena Williams
Jewelry line, and although she won’t be
allowing her tot to wear any of the pieces
from the collection just yet, she’s already a
budding fashionista. When asked if
Olympia will wear anything from the line,
Serena said: “Well, we got her a small ver-
sion of our iconic heart. But other than
that, no. They’re mine. Fall back, right now.
Not yet. In due time. I do wonder what
that’s going to be like when she’s a little
bit older. I have no idea. We’ll see. I can’t
wait. “So far, she’s been wearing my heels,
so I’m like, ‘She’s going to be in fashion!’ I
could’ve sworn today, she looked at me,
and she was like, ‘Gee, gah, yeah.’ I was
like ‘You like what mommy’s wearing
today?’ When I come out sometimes,
she’s like, ‘Oohh! Ma!’ “ And whilst
Olympia will have to wait to get her hands
on some of her mother’s jewellery, Serena
will be sending pieces out to the people in

her “circle”. She added: “We were just
talking about, ‘Okay, so who should we
send it to? This is going to be exciting.’
We definitely plan on sending some of the
pieces to a few different people in my cir-
cle.” Serena’s collection features two dif-
ferent heart design necklaces, which the
sporting superstar says are sentimental to
her because of the heart pendant she
always wears when she plays tennis.
Serena Williams Jewelry is a collection of
diamond encrusted necklaces, earrings,
rings, and bracelets, with prices ranging
from $299 to $9,999. — Bang Showbiz

Serena Williams’ daughter judges
her fashion looks

T T

T


