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Cambodian Princess Norodom Bopha
Devi, a former culture minister who
helped resurrect traditional Apsara

dance from the ashes of the brutal Khmer
Rouge rule in the 1970s, died yesterday at
the age of 76, premier Hun Sen said.
Daughter of late king Norodom Sihanouk and
half sister of current monarch Norodom
Sihamoni, Bopha Devi died from an illness in
a Bangkok hospital, according to family. In a
condolence letter shared on the prime minis-
ter’s Facebook page, Hun Sen said her death
marked “the greatest loss of a multi-skilled
actor in the cultural sector”. He later declared
November 20 a national day of mourning and
for flags to fly at half-mast.

Tributes praising her contribution to the arts
flooded Cambodian social media.  Prominent
Cambodian filmmaker Rithy Panh tweeted “RIP
Princesse Bopha Devi” with two black and
white photos of her in elaborate Apsara cos-
tumes. A classical ballet performed with slow,
twisting movements and arched fingers, Apsara
has been performed in Cambodia for more than
1,000 years and bas-reliefs of dancers are seen
on Angkorian temple walls.

The series of gestures carry the wishes of
the Khmer kings to the heavens, according to
ancient custom, and was largely confined to
royal circles. It was in Cambodia’s palace that
Bopha Devi started dancing as a young
princess, becoming the premier Apsara dancer
in the 1960s and promoting the art to global
acclaim. Apsara nearly vanished in the 1970s

under Cambodia’s Khmer Rouge communist
regime, which wiped out much of the country’s
heritage along with up to two million people.

After the regime fell the princess turned to
training the next generation, and served as min-
ister of culture and fine arts from 1998 to 2004.
The dance is now ubiquitous in the country,
featuring in advertisements, concerts and cere-

monies. Bopha Devi’s cousin Prince Sisowath
Thomico told AFP the nation would remember
her works to rebuild the royal ballet troupe.
“Thanks to the Princess’s efforts, Cambodian
Royal Ballet has been listed as world heritage,”
he said, referring to a United Nations list rec-
ognizing “Intangible Heritage”. — AFP 

Cambodian Princess who rebuilt 
‘Apsara’ dance dies aged 76

A visitor walks past an art Installation titled ‘Our Color Reflection’ on the inaugural day of the Bengaluru ByDesign 2019, held at the Bangalore International Centre, in Bangalore. — AFP

These photos show Cambodian Princess Norodom Bopha Devi, training students during an Apsara
dance rehearsal at the Department of Performing Arts in Phnom Penh. — AFP photos

This file photo shows cars on display at the Premiere of FOX’s ‘Ford V Ferrari’ at TCL
Chinese Theatre in Hollywood, California. — AFP 

New Fox release “Ford v. Ferrari”
roared to the front in North
American box offices over the

weekend, taking in an estimated $31
million on an overall slow weekend,
industry watcher Exhibitor Relations
said Sunday. The film is based on the
true story of how a team at Ford under
legendary designer Carroll Shelby
(Matt Damon) and working with British
driver Ken Miles (Christian Bale) builds
a car to challenge Ferrari’s longtime
dominance of France’s classic 24-hour
Le Mans race.

The film garnered a rare A+
CinemaScore from viewers, the highest
among new nationwide offerings,
which should help it recoup its $100
million production cost, Variety report-
ed. In second was last week’s leader,
Lionsgate’s “Midway,” with $8.8 mil-
lion in Friday-to-Sunday ticket sales,
just half its opening-weekend take. The
PG-rated film looks at the pivotal naval
battle between US and Japanese forces
in the Pacific in June 1942. 

A new chapter in the “Charlie’s
Angels” saga opened in third place,
taking in what analysts called a disap-
pointing $8.6 million.  The Angels’ last
big-screen film, in 2003, debuted to a

far more impressive $37 million.
Kristen Stewart, Naomi Scott and Ella
Balinska star as the trio of glamorous
spies with a mission to save the world.

Paramount’s comedy “Playing With
Fire” placed fourth at $8.55 million.
John Cena, Keegan-Michael Key and
John Leguizamo portray a crew of
tough firefighters who rescue three
unruly siblings and end up having to
babysit them. Fifth place went to
Universal’s early-arriving “Last
Christmas,” at $6.7 million. Emilia
Clarke plays Kate, who is none too
happy about her job as a department
store elf until she meets handsome Tom
(Henry Golding), who seems-perhaps
is? — too good to be true.

Overall, it was a strikingly anemic
showing for the weekend’s top five,
which took in a total $63.6 million, less
than half the $143.4 earned by the top
five in the year-earlier period,
Exhibitor Relations said. Rounding out
the top 10 were:

“Doctor Sleep” ($6.2 million)
“The Good Liar” ($5.7 million)
“Joker” ($5.6 million)
“Maleficent: Mistress of Evil” ($5.2

million)
“Harriet” ($4.8 million) — AFP  

‘Ford v. Ferrari’ roars to front
of North American box office

Australia’s Qantas yesterday rejected accusations of in-flight
racism from US performer will.i.am, with the airline saying it
would back legal action against the Black Eyed Peas front-

man. The multiple Grammy-winning artist had lashed out at a Qantas
flight attendant and named her on Twitter after she called the police
over an altercation during a flight from Brisbane to Sydney. In his
tweets, the star said the crew member had been “overly aggressive”
and unnecessarily escalated the situation after he didn’t hear an on-
board safety briefing because he was wearing headphones.

Using the hashtag #RacistFlightAttendant, he said she was
“beyond rude” and “took it to the next level by calling the police”,
five of whom were waiting for him when the 90-minute flight landed
on Saturday. “Thank god the other passengers testified that SHE was

out of control,” tweeted William Adams, better known by his stage
name will.i.am, adding that the police had “finally” let him go. He said
he had complied “quickly & politely” with instructions from the
woman to put his laptop away.

“I don’t want to believe she racist. But she has clearly aimed all
her frustrations only at the people of color,” he wrote. A spokesman
for the Australian flag carrier said Qantas “completely” rejected the
suggestion that race was a factor in the incident. “There was a mis-
understanding on board, which seems to have been exacerbated by
will.i.am wearing noise-cancelling headphones and not being able to
hear instructions from crew,” he said.

The airline initially said over the weekend that it would be “fol-
lowing up with will.i.am and wish him well for the rest of the tour”.
But on Monday a spokesman said the airline would be willing to
support legal action against the star. “Absent a retraction, and if the
crew member wanted to take the matter further, we’d certainly be
willing to provide legal support for them to do this,” he said.
Australia has extremely strict defamation laws and courts routinely
rule in favor of those claiming reputational damage. — AFP 
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