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Speedmate, operated by Al Babtain’s automotive
retail channel, recently opened its first service cen-
ter in Kuwait. Speedmate currently operates 700

automotive service centers in Korea and supplies OE
equivalent auto spare parts for Asian vehicles in the
global market. The products which are 100% Korean and
mostly supplied by OE manufacturers is the first result of
an 18th month initiative by Al Babtain to rebrand their
existing ‘Gulf Express’ tire centers into ‘Speedmate’ tire
and automotive centers.

By launching ‘Speedmate’ in Kuwait, Al Babtain has
cemented their vision of bringing local customers top
notch-quality aftermarket parts solutions and quality
services under one roof. ‘Speedmate’ will offer original
parts for every model while also stocking aftermarket
options for the value-conscious consumer. The host of
quick auto services includes painting, dent repair, window
film, detailing, tyre services, wheel alignment, battery, oil
change, quick check drive, mechanical & electrical
repairs, periodic maintenance, car wash & much more.

‘Speedmate’ will provide the newest automotive tech-
nology including Kuwait’s first Hunter Quick Check - the
Hunter Quick Check will scan any vehicle’s wheel align-
ment, tire tread depth, battery health and wet stopping

distance in just five minutes. Customers can relax in the
pleasant auto lounge and enjoy complimentary coffee
and Wifi while getting a soothing massage from one of
our brand-new massage chairs.

Gulf Express General Manager, Kenneth Arnold said,
“The Speedmate strategy is simple. Give the educated
customer a good, better, best solution for their tire and
automotive service needs while offering all of the servic-
es in one location for all car brands. This will be backed
up by the best in-house employee mechanics and service
advisors well-versed in all of the automotive brand back-
grounds. Customers also receive the bonus of a competi-
tive price advantage and enjoy a premium customer jour-
ney. We welcome you to Speedmate, we welcome you to
a Happy Auto Life”.

‘Speedmate’ invites everyone to visit their first
‘Speedmate’ showroom, a premium workspace equipped
with state-of-the-art technology featuring the perfect
ambiance, and topped with high-level auto services for
all brands of vehicles. Located in the heart of Shuwaikh,
opposite Sun City, the ground-breaking service center is
a reflection of the brand’s commitment to placing its cus-
tomers at the forefront of innovative auto solutions and
ensuring positive customer engagement experiences.

‘Speedmate’ from Al Babtain 
launches service centre in Kuwait 

The Australian College of Kuwait
(ACK) officially established the
Engineers Australia (EA) Student

Society Chapter. The official launch cere-
mony was attended by Jeff Hughes,
Engineers Australia’s Executive General
Manager Member Services, Prof Isam
Zabalawi President of ACK, Dr Mohamad
Abdul Niby - Dean of School of
Engineering, ACK staff members and engi-
neering students. 

During the launch, Hughes shared
Engineers Australia’s support for the

Student Society and congratulated ACK’s
student committee members for their com-
mitment to promoting the engineering
profession on campus. Professor Isam
Zabalawi and Dr Mohammed Abdul Niby
also delivered speeches to show their sup-
port for EA’s Student Society and its first
student committee which represents ACK’s
engineering disciplines of Civil, Petroleum,
Electrical and Mechanical. 

During his speech, Dr Abdul Niby con-
gratulated the committee members and
highlighted that being involved in a stu-

dent society is an important vehicle for
facilitating professional and personal
development as a student engineer. The
key role of the newly launched Student
Society is to promote and support
Engineers Australia membership provided
to students throughout their tertiary jour-
ney, and to organize professional devel-
opment and industry networking events
for student engineers. The Student
Society also provides leadership and
project management opportunities for its
committee members.

ACK launches Engineers Australia Student Society Chapter

Elections are one of the oldest institutions
of democracy, determining the form and
methods of governing the state.

Democracy can’t exist without elections.
Nowadays, free and fair elections are the key
factor in the process of democratization and
one of the main means of expressing the will of
the people all over the world.

In the Republic of Uzbekistan, the formation
and development of a modern electoral system
that meets democratic requirements has been
gradual. In accordance with generally recog-
nized principles and norms of international law
a legislative framework has been formed that
provides guarantees of free will of citizens and
the right of every citizen to elect and be elected
to representative bodies of state power.

The Election Code of Uzbekistan came into
force on June 26, 2019.  This legal document
combines the laws that regulates the organiza-
tion and conduct of presidential, parliamentary
elections and elections to local representative
bodies into one document, and represent
important political significance of the elections
in the country’s public life. The code consists of
18 chapters and 103 articles. The conceptual
basis of the electoral system of the Republic of
Uzbekistan is freedom of elections. The new
election code is permeated by such fundamen-
tal principles as:

Universality of suffrage (article 4) -
Citizens have the equal suffrage regardless of
their sex, race, nationality, language, religion,
social origin, beliefs, personal and social status,
education, type and nature of occupation.

Equal suffrage (Article 5) - Every citizen
participating in the election shall have one vote.

Direct suffrage (Article 6) - The President
of the Republic of Uzbekistan, deputies of the
Legislative Chamber, deputies of the local
Kengashes shall be directly elected by citizens.

Secret ballot (Article 7) - The secret ballot
shall be ensured by creating appropriate con-
ditions that exclude any possibility of control
over the will of the voter. 

Openness and publicity of elections
(Article 8) - preparation

Observers from the political parties which
nominated the candidates for the Presidency of
the Republic of Uzbekistan, deputies of the
Legislative Chamber, deputies of the local
Kengashes, from citizens’ self-governing bod-
ies, representatives of media, overseas
observers and observers of the international
organizations have the right to be present in all
events associated with the preparation and
conducting of elections, at voting premises on
election day and at the counting of votes.

On December 22, 2019, the elections for
deputies to the Legislative Chamber of the Oliy
Majlis of the Republic of Uzbekistan and for
deputies to the local Kengashes of people’s
deputies will be held. It should be noted that,
this event will be held for the first time in accor-
dance with the new Election Code of
Uzbekistan. In this regard, I would like to high-
light a number of important new additions in
the electoral law. 

So, the institution of quotas for deputy seats
for representatives of the Ecological Movement
of Uzbekistan in the Legislative Chamber of the

Oliy Majlis is excluded. The participation of all
150 deputies of the Legislative Chamber in the
popular elections has been fixed. Thereby a
healthy inter-party competition has been creat-
ed in the country with equal conditions for all
political parties. And each political party can
nominate its own candidate.

The Election Code also provides for the
Single Electronic List of Voters of the Republic
of Uzbekistan, which is a state information
resource containing information about citizens
who participates in the voting, addresses of
their permanent and temporary residency. The
main goal of the Single Electronic List of
Voters is to implement the most important
principle of equal suffrage that expressed in
the Code that every citizen participating in the
elections has one vote.

The Election Code introduced a single bal-
lot for voting on election day, including ahead
of schedule, and accordingly the term “ballot
paper” was abolished. It should be noted that
the Election Code has been developed taking
into account the recommendations of the
Office for Democratic Institutions and human
rights of the OSCE, the World Association of
Electoral Authorities and the Organization of
Islamic Cooperation. Thus, the modernization
of the electoral system and accordingly, the
adoption of the Election Code is justified by
the demand of the times.

New Election Code Helps Organize and
streamlining the rules of national suffrage,
increases the clarity and accessibility of the
electoral law, creates a stable legal basis for the
formation of independent election commis-
sions with broad powers and modern technical
equipment, as well as broadens the guarantees
of electoral rights ensuring the free expression
of the will of citizens.

Monitoring of the elections to the
Legislative Chamber of the Oliy Majlis (parlia-
ment) of Uzbekistan scheduled for December
22 this year will be conducted by more than
600 observers from about 50 states and
international organizations, Mirzo-Ulugbek
Abdusalomov, chairman of the Central
Election Commission of the Republic, told
TASS on Monday.

“We expect that more than 600 foreign
observers from about 50 states of America,
Europe, Asia and Africa, as well as from all
international organizations of the world whose
activities are related to monitoring of the elec-
tions will conduct monitoring of the election
campaign and election itself. For example, the
OSCE / ODIHR plans to direct to upcoming
elections the mission which includes nearly 300
observers from the Central Executive
Committee of Russia and the CIS Parliamentary
Assembly that they are ready to participate in
the elections to the Legislative Chamber of the
Oliy Majlis,” said Abdusalomov.

“In addition, the arrival of the mission of the
Assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary Union,
representatives of several independent civil
society institutions from the United States is
expected.” According to him, during the elec-
tion campaign (that has begun) and directly on
the voting day, there will not be closed any sin-
gle polling station to foreign observers.

Parliamentary elections to be held
according to the new Election Code

The Ambassador of the Kingdom of Belgium Piet Heirbaut hosted a reception on the occasion of King’s Day at his residence. Higher
officials, diplomats and media person attended the event. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat


