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Civil movements demand end of
‘widespread’ corruption in Kuwait

Rights and 
freedoms lead
to development
By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: The Najla Al-Naqi Cultural
Forum hosted a seminar entitled “Rights
and Freedoms” on Sunday in Salmiya.
Sheikh Meshaal Al-Sabah said people
sometimes don’t know their rights and the
ones who do face a lot of challenges. “If
we see developed countries and compare
their government with ours, we will see
that they have a developed economy and
advanced life because they gave their
people their rights and freedom,” he said.

He added that there are several types
of rights such as basic rights, legal rights,
human rights and work rights - everyone
should not only have a job offer, but also a
decent salary, with qualified people
engaged in productive work. “There is a
monopoly on some jobs, which is obvious
corruption, where there is a clear distinc-
tion between citizens in their levels and
social classes,” he noted.

“We must look to the element of edu-
cation that represents the civilization of
the state and that creates a conscious
generation, where the enemy is ignorance.
If you see members of the government and
parliament get medical treatment and
education outside the country, this is
proof that there is no quality in education
and medical treatment in the country. If
you see them boasting about foreign poli-
cies without promoting their economy and
diversifying sources of income of the
country, this is not a successful parliament.
If you see frequent resignations and lack
of cooperation between the government
and the parliament, this is not a real gov-
ernment and not a successful parliament,”
Sheikh Meshaal said.

Writer and journalist Ayed Al-Manna

spoke from the legal perspective about
rights and freedoms. “Rights are a set of
needs that must be met without distinction
between members of society for consider-
ations related to gender, religion, etc.
These are basic rights that cannot be
waived by the individual,” he explained.

“There are 30 articles on human rights.
The Kuwaiti constitution, which is taken
from the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, affirmed basic rights in which
everyone has the right to enjoy all rights
and freedoms without discrimination of
any kind. But according to the law, all
rights and freedom must have limitations
in the form of by-laws and rules. Article 30
says personal freedom is guaranteed,” he
added. “We have a problem that employ-
ment is social employment and not profes-
sional employment, which led to inflating
the administrative system, which harms the
work environment. We must demand
rights and freedoms, but within the consti-
tution and laws,” Manna said.

Jassim Al-Jazaa, PhD researcher in
business administration, said: “I believe
that there are no solutions to our current
problems except by going back to history.
The present problems have past roots. For
countries that have fallen in the past, this
was because of economic and legal cor-
ruption. So it is a fact that corruption will
make any country vanish.”

He noted that applying Islam is not bad
for the system. “There is a difference
between theory and practice. If people
practice it wrongly, it doesn’t mean that
the theory is wrong. Islam brought a new
economic and political system to states,
such as freedoms (no compulsion in reli-
gion) and shura (consultation). Our reli-
gion is full of intellectual freedoms - even
when the Muslims won a war, the Jews and
Christians remained. They did not force
them to convert to Islam, but the opposite
happened in non-Muslim victories,” Jazaa
said. Jazaa affirmed that citizens’ rights
can be found in Islamic rights, such as the
right to security, financial rights, justice
rights and many more.

By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: Reacting to the recent political situa-
tion in Kuwait including the government’s resig-
nation last week, various civil movements held a
symposium to express the opinion of the people.
“This parliament will merely remain a tool con-
trolled by the government, but we won’t allow
this, as it should be a tool of the nation. The cor-
rupt system in the country should be changed
and the parliament should be stronger to per-
form its duty. We demand the government’s per-
formance should be realistic in developing the
country, and a parliament that brings back the
constitutional rights of the people,” said
Abdulaziz Al-Shaban, Head of the Kuwait
Liberal Movement, during the political sympo-
sium titled ‘A Crisis of Two Powers or a Nation’
held on Sunday. 

Basher Al-Sayegh, Secretary General of the
National Democratic Alliance, said the political
situation is the worst today. “Today, people
have reached a stage of despair due to the
present situation. There is a crisis between two
powers, in addition to a crisis of governance
caused by conflicts among the ruling family,” he
noted. “We are facing a corruption of the leg-
islative and executive powers. The first is the
corruption of MPs, who are represent-
ing companies and contractors, who
work for their own benefit. This proves
that the accusations against these MPs
are true. The power of corruption has
taken over legislative power, so we are
facing a crisis in the parliament,”
added Sayegh. 

Dr Hamad Al-Ansari from the
Kuwait Progressive Movement sees
many crises here. “We have laws that
are not applied, regulatory institutions
not doing their duty, bad political lead-
ership and wrong systems. All these
lead to a crisis of nation and power. This caused
the drop of our country in all indicators and led
to a decline in performance. Corruption has
spread in all institutions. The recent resignation
of the government was expected, as from the
beginning it wasn’t in harmony and wasn’t sta-
ble. We see corruption very frequently, so this
wasn’t surprising, and various ministers admit-
ted it,” he said.

“The problem is in not applying article 6 of

the constitution, which says the regime in
Kuwait is democratic, and that people are the
source of all powers. This article is the solution
to all of our problems,” said Ansari. “People’s
role is to expose all corruption cases so corrupt
officials are punished, as this is public money.
We need a new government that applies reforms
that people can trust. We also demand the
amendment of the elections law to be fairer for
all people. The parliament should be a stage for
people’s awareness. We need more freedoms,

especially freedom of speech, and we don’t
accept having prisoners who expressed their
opinion on social media,” he concluded.    

Bandar Al-Kheiran, Head of the Central
Committee at Kuwait Democratic Forum, high-
lighted the need for awareness of electing the
right MPs. “Unfortunately, corruption is in both
the parliament and the Cabinet. The conflicts in
the ruling family is one of the main reasons of the
corrupt situation in the country. But people are
the main reason, as they vote for the MP who
processes their paperwork,” he pointed out.

The ro le  of  the c i t izen is  min imized.
“According to the law, it’s not a condition for
the prime minister’s post to be occupied by a
sheikh from the ruling family. We demand a
popular government. Why are regular citi-
zens distanced from this post, although citi-
zens can rule the country, as we did during
the Iraqi invasion? We also demand equity in
elections, so instead of having headquarters
and tents that not all people can afford to
rent, co-ops should set locations for candi-
dates to present their programs and meet
with voters,” he said.

Calls for parliament that brings back the ‘constitutional rights of the people’

KUWAIT: A general view of the audience at the symposium. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

KNPC honors Reliance
Worldwide for 
‘excellent’ public service
KUWAIT: Kuwait National Petroleum Company (KNPC),
represented by Walid Khalid Al-Bader, KNPC CEO, and
the Ambassador of India to Kuwait, K Jeeva Sagar, hon-
ored the Kuwaiti company ‘Reliance Worldwide’ for its ini-
tiative during 2018-2019 for applying advanced solutions
that served the full stream public sanitation, food and the
environmental health in the industry.

Reliance Worldwide CEO Amjad Al-Saleh mentioned
that Reliance was honored during the conference organ-
ized by Tamilnadu Engineers Forum (TEF) in Kuwait earli-
er this month at the Radisson Blu Hotel. The excellence in
applying advanced technology in catering services and the
associated logistics, operations in conformity to interna-
tional standards in the field of health, safety and environ-
ment friendly technologies.

Saleh added in a press release that the appreciation of
Reliance Worldwide by local and international companies
in Kuwait comes as a result of long-lasting efforts and
devotion of Reliance team and stakeholders contributed in
this level of operational and engineering excellence “trans-
formation and inventions in renewable energy;” serving as
arm-wing to mega projects growth.

He added, “the company has accomplished diverse
share in serving projects throughout worldwide strategic
alliances and collaborations with major recognized renew-
able energy technologies, research and development and
patents to cope with the rapid growth in innovations of the
world offering breakthrough into sanitation and renewable
energy processes food - environment friendly techniques
at cost effectiveness which adds great values to develop-
ment sectors.”

He pointed out the most prominent new innovation of
Reliance Worldwide was ‘Smart Mobile Electronic Toilets
(eToilet)’ manufactured by Eram Scientific Solutions Pvt.
The first Indian smart eToilet to the world with IoT based
system and mobile capabilities. Also, it introduced food
recycling solutions for reuse in soil enhancement and irri-

gation, and reducing costs of water and electricity through
clean energy solutions. In addition, it introduced waste
management and environment friendly anaerobic septic
tanks solutions.

Saleh said, “the company’s excellence awards came
after the audit visits in Reliance field by TEF Engineering
Group to evaluate the operation at remote sites with
external laboratories testing. The results of the audit high-
lighted the satisfaction level of the company services at
remote sites to public and the environment, in terms of
both efficiency and cost.”

Saleh pointed out, “the company during the conference
has provided demonstration for the innovations and the
benefits of applying its process in the industry to meet
with the future advanced technologies and continual
development plans for human health, environment friendly
solutions and to reduce energy costs and prevent pollu-
tion.” Major companies and individuals whom are in the
full stream have attended 10th conference of technological
innovations with innovation interests were actively inter-
acting with Reliance’s technical team answering there
technical questions.

KUWAIT: Walid Al-Bader and K Jeeva Sagar honor Amjad Al-Saleh.

Amjad Al-Saleh speaks at the conference.
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