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George, Clippers pummel Hawks
Doncic, Porzingis carry Mavericks past Raptors

LOS ANGELES:  Paul George #13 of the LA Clippers shoots the ball against the Atlanta Hawks at STAPLES Center in Los Angeles, California. — AFP

LOS ANGELES: Paul George scored 37
points in only 20 minutes, leading the Los
Angeles Clippers to a 150-101 victory over
the visiting Atlanta Hawks on Saturday
night despite playing without Kawhi
Leonard. George, who scored 25 points in
the first half, converted 10 of 17 shots from
the floor overall, including 6 of 11 3-point-
ers. He made all 11 of his free throws.
George, who scored 33 points in his season
debut Thursday in a loss to the New
Orleans Pelicans, is 21 of 21 from the line in
two games. Lou Williams, who made 15 of
15 free throws, had 25 points off the bench
for the Clippers, who snapped a two-game
losing streak. Jerome Robinson contributed
21 points, and Montrezl Harrell had 17, help-
ing the Clippers’ bench outscore the Hawks’
reserves 81-35. Trae Young led the Hawks
with 20 points to go along with six assists.
Young, though, hit just 4 of 16 shots from
the floor. De’Andre Hunter and Cam
Reddish each had 12 points, and Jabari
Parker, Damian Jones and Evan Turner
chipped in 11 apiece for Atlanta.

ROCKETS 125, TIMBERWOLVES 105
James Harden recorded his fifth 40-plus

point scoring effort during Houston’s seven-
game winning streak, posting 49 in a victo-
ry over Minnesota in Minneapolis.
Hamstrung by a roster depleted by injuries,
Harden took a career-high 41 shots. He fin-
ished 8 of 22 on 3-pointers and added five
rebounds and six assists over 39 minutes.
The Timberwolves led by as many as 11
points in the first half but struggled to con-
tain Harden. They also missed the produc-
tion of their second-leading scorer, forward
Andrew Wiggins, who missed his second
consecutive game (personal reasons). Karl-
Anthony Towns paired 27 points with 15
rebounds to pace the Timberwolves.

TRAIL BLAZERS 121, SPURS 116
CJ McCollum scored 32 points, and

Hassan Whiteside added 21 points and 12
rebounds as visiting Portland built a huge
early lead, gave it all back and more, but

then rallied for a win over host San Antonio.
The Spurs trailed by as many as 20 in the
first quarter and 23 in the second, but ral-
lied to take the lead in the third and lead by
as many as 15 three minutes into the fourth
quarter. Portland came back to tie the game
at 111 after a putback layup by McCollum
with 2:26 to play. The Trail Blazers were the
better team down the stretch, outscoring
San Antonio 10-5 in the final two minutes to
snap a two-game losing streak. Damian
Lillard added 22 points for the Blazers, and
Rodney Hood hit for 16 points in the win.
LaMarcus Aldridge led the Spurs with 30
points and a season-high 13 rebounds.

BUCKS 102, PACERS 83
Giannis Antetokounmpo recorded 26

points and 13 rebounds as Milwaukee ran
off from host Indiana for a comfortable vic-
tory in a duel between the Central
Division’s top two teams in Indianapolis.
The game was supposed to be a reunion
between Pacers guard Malcolm Brogdon
and his former Bucks teammates, but
Brogdon was a scratch with a sore back
that also cut short his playing time Friday
night at Houston. Brogdon left Milwaukee in
an offseason sign-and-trade. Indiana held a
four-point lead late in the first period
before Robin Lopez hit a pair of jumpers,
one a 3-pointer, to give Milwaukee the lead
for good. The Pacers, who had won four in a
row before losing Friday at Houston, never
got closer than seven in the second half.

MAVERICKS 110, RAPTORS 102
Luka Doncic had 26 points, 15 rebounds

and seven assists, and Dallas defeated visit-
ing Toronto to snap a two-game losing
streak. Kristaps Porzingis added 20 points
and 15 rebounds for the Mavericks. Seth
Curry and former Raptor Delon Wright each
had 15 points, while Maxi Kleber and Dorian
Finney-Smith each scored 10. Normal
Powell led the Raptors with a season-best
26 points, and Fred VanVleet added 24.
Pascal Siakam had 15 points and seven
assists, and Matt Thomas had 10 points as

Toronto completed a 3-2 road trip.

NETS 117, BULLS 111
Spencer Dinwiddie had a team-high 24

points, Joe Harris added 22 points and eight
assists, and Brooklyn rallied for a win over
host Chicago. Taurean Waller-Prince added
13 points, and Garrett Temple had 12 for the
Nets, who ended a three-game losing skid.
Jarrett Allen tallied 11 points, and Theo
Pinson contributed 10. Zach LaVine scored
36 points on 11-for-24 shooting for
Chicago, which lost for the second time in
three nights. The Bulls received double-

double performances from both Wendell
Carter Jr. (18 points, 14 rebounds) and Lauri
Markkanen (16 points, 10 rebounds).

HORNETS 103, KNICKS 102
Devonte’ Graham hit a career-high nine

3-pointers, scored 29 points and hit the
go-ahead 3-pointer with 2.8 seconds left
as Charlotte edged host New York. The
Hornets won their second straight game on
a last-second shot. A night after Malik
Monk’s buzzer-beater beat the Detroit
Pistons to halt Charlotte’s four-game los-
ing streak, it was Graham’s turn to com-

plete a comeback from 15 points down
early in the third quarter and from eight
points down in the final 6:40. New York
held a 102-98 lead on Julius Randle’s dunk
with 48.2 seconds left. After two free
throws by rookie PJ Washington, Randle
air-balled a floater with 12.3 seconds to go,
setting it up for Graham. After the timeout,
Nicolas Batum inbounded the ball from
near midcourt to Washington. Washington
made a bounce pass to Graham, who
gained enough separation from Frank
Ntilikina to hit the 3-pointer from well
beyond the top of the key. — Reuters

LONDON: Dominic Thiem beat defend-
ing champion Alexander Zverev on
Saturday to join Roger Federer’s con-
queror Stefanos Tsitsipas in the final of
the ATP Finals in London.

The Austrian fifth seed saw off the big-
serving German 7-5, 6-3 after Greece’s
Tsitsipas, making his debut at the tourna-
ment, had earlier beaten Federer 6-3, 6-4.
Thiem is playing in his fourth ATP Finals
but during his first three trips to the sea-
son finale, he won only three matches and
never advanced out of the group stage at
the O2 Arena.

Zverev landed 75 percent of his first
serves but Thiem was tougher in the big
moments, breaking in the 12th game of the
opening set and in the sixth game of the
second set. The Austrian also saved all
four break points on his racquet.

Germany’s Zverev, who beat Novak
Djokovic in last year’s final, went toe to
toe with Thiem in a relatively uneventful
first set but served a double fault to lose
the opener 7-5. The seventh seed, 22,
regrouped and settled back into his serv-
ing rhythm at the beginning of the second
set but was broken again to trail 4-2.

Thiem, looking unflustered, fended off
a couple of break points in the following

game and served out to take the match,
winning with a forehand down the line.
“This is a big, big dream coming true for
me, it is one of the biggest and most pres-
tigious tournaments of the whole year and
I’m getting the chance to play the final,”
said Thiem.

The 26-year-old, who reached the final
of this year’s French Open, has been con-
sidered a clay-court specialist but joked
after winning indoors in Vienna last month
and now reaching the final in London he
was becoming a “big, big fan of faster
hard surfaces”.

Earlier, Tsitsipas, 17 years younger than
Federer, ended the 38-year-old’s hopes of
securing a seventh year-end title. Federer
was unrecognisable from the player who
dominated Djokovic in his final round-
robin match, struggling on serve and hit-
ting a total of 26 unforced errors com-
pared with just five against the Serbian.

But Tsitsipas belied his years with a
performance full of confidence and grit,
saving 11 out of 12 break points during the
match. “I’m so proud of myself today, a
great performance and once again the
people were great,” he said.

“I really enjoyed myself on the court
and sometimes in matches like these you

wonder how you recover from difficulties
and break point down.” Tsitsipas, ignoring
loud support for Federer, broke the Swiss
at the first time of asking, taking advan-
tage of two missed overheads.

The Greek was forced to dig deep in a
dramatic 13-minute final game of the first
set in which he saved two break points
and needed seven set points to close it
out 6-3. Federer was in deep trouble
when Tsitsipas broke him to love in the
third game of the second set but he finally
made a break point count to level at 2-2.

Undaunted, Tsitsipas, dominating ral-
lies from the back of the court, broke
again straight away with a forehand
cross-court winner for a 3-2 lead. At 5-4
down Federer knew he had to break
Tsitsipas for only the second time in the
match. 

The Greek slipped to 15-40 down but
Federer again could not take advantage,
spraying a forehand out to give his oppo-
nent a match point and he won with a
thundering ace. “I’m frustrated I couldn’t
play better, and when I did and fought my
way back, I threw it away again,” said the
Swiss. “It was also parts of him. He did
come up with the goods when he had to
and he was better than me today.” — AFP
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