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Award-winning French actress Isabelle Huppert
urged Myanmar women wanting to make it in the
world of cinema to go for it, as she added star

power to Yangon’s MEMORY! film festival. The Golden
Globe winner and Oscar nominee took to the red carpet
at Friday’s opening night held at the city’s recently-
restored and oldest cinema. Bats wheeled round the
downtown, colonial-era theatre as Huppert’s 1995 movie
“La Ceremonie” kicked off the 10-day event.

Huppert, whose more than 120 films include “Elle”
and “The Piano Teacher”, said she was unfazed when a
power cut-a common occurrence in the city-briefly
interrupted the movie. “They warned me these things
might happen,” she told AFP in an exclusive interview
Saturday. The actress, who has eight of her films show-
ing at the festival, described how all her movies speak
about the “feminine condition” and what it means to be a
woman fighting to survive.

“I would say I’ve always been a feminist without
knowing it,” she said, urging Myanmar women wanting to
get into cinema to go ahead and believe in themselves.

“You have to overcome so many obstacles in life that you
mustn’t create them yourself.” This is the seventh edition
of the MEMORY! film festival, which this year boasts
some 70 movies in its bid to bring worldwide and region-
al cinema to Myanmar’s public.

As the country gears up to celebrate a century of
filmmaking next year, the event also features screenings
of painstakingly-restored Myanmar classics. Huppert
preferred not to dwell on the controversy shaking the
French film industry over fresh allegations of abuse
against French-Polish director Roman Polanski-but said
she thinks people should not boycott his latest movie.

A French photographer became the latest woman to
accuse the 86-year-old of rape days before his award-
winning movie, “An Officer and a Spy”, opened in French
cinemas. Polanski has fiercely denied the accusations and
has threatened to sue. Asked what France’s film industry
could do to treat women better, Huppert said it should
start by giving them equal wages. “It’s the same in every
field. Women have always suffered discrimination.”— AFP  

Huppert spurs on aspiring
actresses at Myanmar film fest

French actress Isabelle Huppert, center, and Myanmar actress Swe Zin Htike, center left, stand on stage with others during
the opening ceremony of the Memory! International Film Heritage Festival, in Yangon. — AFP 

Electronic Arts Inc launched “Star Wars Jedi:
Fallen Order” on Friday, garnering strong
reviews for its flagship action-adventure

series that is crucial to its holiday sales, after the
videogame publisher shelved “NBA Live” game.
The latest title, which scored 83% on Metacritic
earlier in the day, follows the story of one of the last
surviving Jedi as he attempts to rebuild the order.
In fiscal 2020, EA expects to sell 6 million to 8 mil-
lion units of the latest title.

Fextralife, a Twitch streamer with channels
views of over 400 million, said the title is a step in
the right direction. “There is a bit too much
Uncharted in the game, and I was hoping for more
of an action ARPG, akin to Dark Souls,”, the gam-
ing group said. The game’s official gameplay trailer
garnered over 4 million views on YouTube. The
previous titles - “Star Wars: Battlefront I” launched
in 2015 and “Star Wars: Battlefront II” in 2017 -
have sold over 33 million copies combined, EA had
said in October.

Jeff Cohen, analyst with Stephens, expects sales
of the latest title to hit 8 million units, given the
upcoming movie release. The ninth film in the
series, “Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker” will hit
the theaters by the end of December. “The
Mandalorian”, a web series set in the Star Wars
universe, was also launched earlier this week on
Disney+. EA, which had previously canceled four
“NBA Live” console titles in its popular basketball
series, missed market expectation for 2020 adjust-
ed revenue forecast in October.

“Pushing out NBA 20 also will clearly impact
sales,” Elazar Advisor analyst, Chaim Seigel, said.
“Star Wars Jedi: Fallen Order” is the biggest single-
player focused game coming out at the end of the
year. “It has elements of Tomb Raider like environ-
mental puzzles, a God of War style emotional story
design and even Batman inspired fluid combat,”
Samuel Franklin, founder of gaming recommenda-
tion website Games Finder said. According to
Cowen analysts, the sales for latest Star Wars title
could grow to 11 million units on consoles, estimat-
ing that every incremental million unit will add
about 7 cents to earnings per share. — Reuters 

New ‘Star Wars’
title from EA set to be big 
draw this holiday season

Scorsese praises ‘magical’
De Niro-Pacino bond

Director Martin Scorsese on Friday praised the “magical” relationship between
Robert De Niro and Al Pacino in the trio’s new gangster epic “The Irishman.” The
legendary filmmaker has made headlines over the past month with his trenchant

criticism of modern-day Hollywood superhero movies as “not cinema.” But at an
American Film Institute tribute event in Los Angeles, Scorsese preferred to discuss the
long-standing collaborations of his own generation.

“What we see in the film is their relationship as actors, as friends over the past 40, 45
years,” he said. “There’s something magical that happens there.”  The nostalgic mob
movie, released on Netflix on November 27, sees a former mafia hitman (De Niro)
reflect on his violent life, including his relationship with a disappeared union leader
(Pacino). De Niro and Pacino co-starred-separately-in “The Godfather: Part II” (1974),
before memorably sharing the screen in 1995’s neo-noir classic “Heat.” 

Scorsese said trust between filmmakers was essential, before quipping that they
also “have to have some talent.” “The Irishman” is Scorsese’s ninth film as director
with De Niro, whom he has known since they were both sixteen.  The director said he
had been reluctant to join with De Niro on another gangster movie after hits such as
“Goodfellas” and “Casino” unless they could “go deeper.” But they joined forces
again after finding the missing ingredient.

“It turned out just to be-us. We’re 75, 76 years old now. You look back and you
think about the things you did in your life, or the things you wish you wouldn’t have.”
“It was about time, it was about us looking back on our whole lives in the 60s and the
70s, and Hollywood and in cinema. And so that issue of time stayed with us,” he
added. The film, which runs to three-and-a-half hours and cost a reported $160 mil-
lion to make, is currently on a limited theatrical run.

It has been a decade in the making, and is seen as a favorite in a rapidly looming
Oscars race. The movie uses a new technology to digitally “de-age” its stars on screen.
Oscar-winner Scorsese, 76, was honored at the American Film Institute’s AFI Fest, which
runs in Los Angeles until November 21. — AFP 

Oscar-winning actress Mo’Nique on Thursday filed a
pay discrimination lawsuit against Netflix, alleging
the streaming giant offered her less money than it

did to white and male performers because she is a black
woman. Mo’Nique, also a singer and comedian, said in the
lawsuit that a proposed $500,000 fee from Netflix in 2018
to make a stand-up comedy special was a “discriminatory
low-ball offer.” “I had a choice to make: I could accept
what I felt was pay discrimination or I could stand up for
those who came before me and those who will come after
me,” she said in an Instagram post. “I chose to stand up.”

Netflix strongly denied the allegation. “We care deeply
about inclusion, equity, and diversity and take any accusa-
tions of discrimination very seriously,” a spokesperson told
AFP. “We believe our opening offer to Mo’Nique was fair-
which is why we will be fighting this lawsuit.” Mo’Nique, 51,
whose real name is Monique Hicks, won the best support-
ing actress Academy Award for her portrayal of an abusive
mother in 2009’s “Precious.” That same year she began
hosting her own talk show. It was cancelled in 2011.

Her last film was 2016’s “Almost Christmas,” according
to IMDB. The lawsuit, f i led at a Los Angeles court
Thursday, said the offer “perpetuated the pay gap suffered
by black women.” “There apparently is a ceiling when it
comes to Netflix’s willingness to pay talent of certain
demographics, namely, black women,” it said. The docu-
ment referred to higher offers reportedly made to male
comedians by Netflix, including Jerry Seinfeld, Eddie
Murphy and Ricky Gervais. — AFP  
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Painting breathtaking murals in the streets and public
places have become a vehicle to spread social con-
sciousness and awareness through the Kingdom of

Jordan. Street artists assembled through several Jordanian
cities, namely the capital Amman, to spray paint the walls
with messages of social relevance in an attempt to
encourage citizens to do good and spread hope all over
the country. — KUNA 

Breathtaking murals spread social consciousness, awareness in Jordan

US-Italian filmmaker Martin Scorsese arrives for the AFI Tribute to Martin Scorsese at the
TCL Chinese Theatre in Hollywood. — AFP 


