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Warren takes 
risk with 
ad blasting 
billionaires 
NEW YORK: Elizabeth Warren, one of the
leading Democratic presidential candi-
dates, has stepped up her assault on bil-
lionaires — a rallying cry popular with her
base, but one that could stymie her efforts
to garner wider support among US voters.
The 70-year-old US senator from
Massachusetts on Thursday unveiled a
new ad in an appearance on CNBC, a
business news network that often criticizes
her, in which she takes on the ultra-rich.

The one-minute campaign ad shows
clips of several leading businessmen criti-
cizing her plans for a wealth tax and pre-
dicting economic ruin if she is elected to
succeed Donald Trump, a billionaire himself.
“The vilification of billionaires makes no
sense to me. It’s bull,” says investor and
hedge fund manager Leon Cooperman, one
of the men targeted in the ad. After he
speaks, a note appears on screen —
“charged with insider trading.”

“I’m most scared by Elizabeth Warren,”
chimes in Silicon Valley investor Peter Thiel,
who is identified on screen as a “Facebook
board member and major Trump donor.”
Then the viewer sees Warren at a cam-
paign rally, challenging America’s most
wealthy to pay up to help reduce income
inequality in America. “Pitch in two cents so
everybody else gets a chance to make it!”

she says to cheers from the crowd. The ad
marks a new phase in the White House
strategy of Warren, who has put her fight
against the rich at the heart of her campaign.
“All of this is a publicity stunt,” said Capri
Cafaro, an executive in residence at
American University’s School of Public
Affairs and a former Democratic member of
the Ohio state senate. “She’s showing that
she has the toughest talk when it comes to
taking on the billionaires and standing up for
working families,” she told AFP.

‘Billionaire tears’ 
In her campaign, Warren often fluctu-

ates between using irony and outright
scorn for those she doesn’t like. When
Cooperman blasted Warren as “disgrace-
ful,” the Wall Street foe’s campaign Twitter
account fired back: “ok billionaire” — a
twist on the “ok boomer” meme that has
gone viral among those fed up with their
elders. When Bill Gates expressed concern
that he would have to pay $100 billion
under her wealth tax, her team launched a
tax calculator for billionaires on her web-
site, and she offered to meet the Microsoft
founder and philanthropist to explain her
policy platform. When one clicks on the
tax calculator, you can enter your net
worth and get a rough estimate. If you’re
Gates, Cooperman or former New York
mayor Michael Bloomberg, there are ded-
icated links that automatically inputs net
worth. For Gates, it’s $107 billion.
Bloomberg is meanwhile mulling his own
presidential bid. Warren is also selling
anti-billionaire swag on her site. One mug
has the mocking phrase “Billionaire tears.”
Buttons promoting the wealth tax —
which would be a two percent levy on
fortunes exceeding $50 million — say

“two cents” and show two pennies.
Cooperman is always ready to take a

swing at Warren, but he’s not the only
one. Former Goldman Sachs chief Lloyd
Blankfein — who also appears in the
campaign ad — said he was surprised
by being included, and noted: “Maybe
tribalism is just in her DNA.” JPMorgan
Chase CEO Jamie Dimon lamented that
Warren was “vilifying” the rich, telling
CNBC: “I think we should applaud suc-
cessful people.”

Mark Cuban, who owns the NBA’s
Dallas Mavericks, accused the senator of
“misleading the public” with proposals
that he suggested would not work, criti-
cizing in particular her Medicare for All
health plan. Amid all the swirling contro-

versy and tit-for-tat attacks, will Warren’s
strategy pay off? After running neck-
and-neck with former vice president Joe
Biden in several opinion polls, earning
more than 20 percent support in some
surveys, a Reuters-Ipsos poll published
Friday showed her trailing off at 13 per-
cent, behind Biden and fellow Senator
Bernie Sanders at 19 percent each.

According to Cafaro, some voters
already skeptical about Warren’s many
policy plans could be turned off by her
harsh words for the rich. “But if you’re
someone that does feel that billionaires
need to pay their fair share, this is going
to make you even more firmly commit-
ted to her candidacy,” the analyst
added. —AFP

UN rights chief 
warns Bolivia 
crisis could ‘go 
out of control’
LA PAZ: Four more people have died in
protests in Bolivia, an international moni-
tor reported Saturday, as the UN rights
chief warned that excessive force by
police could see unrest “spin out of con-
trol.” Fierce clashes between security
forces and supporters of exiled ex-pres-
ident Evo Morales have rocked the
country since Tuesday, when Senator
Jeanine Anez declared herself the coun-
try’s interim leader.

Morales resigned and fled to Mexico
after losing the support of Bolivia’s
security forces following weeks of
protests over his disputed re-election.
The latest toll takes the total number
kil led in the political crisis to 23,
according to the Washington-based
Inter-American Commission on Human
Rights, which also recorded 122 injured
since Friday. It raises to nine the number
of people killed in clashes with security
forces on Friday outside the central city
of Cochabamba, a Morales political
stronghold.

Thousands of coca growers had tried
to reach the city to join a protest against
Anez but they were blocked by riot
police, who stopped them from crossing
a bridge and dispersed the crowd after
dark with the support of the army. Five
protesters were initially reported dead in
the confrontation. Interim cabinet chief
Jerjes Justiniano was unable to confirm
the higher toll when speaking to
reporters on Saturday.

UN High Commissioner for Human
Rights Michele Bachelet said those
deaths appeared to have resulted from
“disproportionate” force by police and
the armed forces. “This is an extremely
dangerous development as, far from
quelling the violence, it is likely to make
it much worse,” she added. 

“I am really concerned that the situa-
tion in Bolivia could spin out of control if
the authorities do not handle it sensitively
and in accordance with international
norms and standards governing the use of
force.”Anez issued a decree on Thursday
that authorized the military to participate
in maintaining order and exempted the
armed forces from criminal responsibility.
Morales, 60, said on Twitter that the
measure gave “carte blanche and impuni-
ty to massacre people.”

Weeks of protest 
Unrest in Bolivia first erupted when

Morales — the country’s first indigenous

president — was accused of rigging the
results of October 20 polls to gain re-
election for a fourth term. He eventually
resigned and fled the country after los-
ing the support of Bolivia’s security
forces following weeks of protests, but
said this week we was willing to return
to bring peace to Bolivia. 

But Anez said her predecessor would
have to face charges if he returned,
telling journalists that there were “many

allegations of corruption” during his
tenure. Anez, the former deputy senate
speaker, took over the top job to avoid
a power vacuum — a move endorsed
by the Constitutional Court. Bachelet
said Saturday that the country was
“split and people on both sides of the
political divide are extremely angry.”
Tensions had risen in the wake of
“widespread arrests and detentions,”
she added. —AFP

Louisiana re-elects 
Democratic governor 
in setback for Trump
WASHINGTON: Louisiana re-elected its
Democratic governor Saturday in a fresh blow to
US President Donald Trump, who campaigned
heavily in the state amid the ongoing impeachment
investigation into his conduct as president. The set-
back comes during one of the most fraught weeks in
Trump’s presidency as the House of Representatives
staged the probe’s first public hearings.

It also follows Trump’s three visits to the state to
stump for Republican challenger Eddie Rispone, a
Louisiana businessman. US media declared incum-
bent Governor John Bel Edwards the winner by a
narrow margin, with 51.3 percent of the vote.
Rispone ended the night with 48.7 percent, accord-
ing to the New York Times. For Trump, who won
Louisiana by 20 percentage points in 2016,
Rispone’s defeat marks an embarrassing drubbing,
especially for a president who has frequently
boasted that his star power is enough to propel
Republicans to victory around the country.

A similar campaign on behalf of Kentucky’s
Republican Governor Matt Bevin flopped last week,
with Democrat Andy Beshear winning after a nail-bit-
ing contest. Edwards said in his victory speech that
“our shared love for Louisiana is always more impor-
tant than the partisan differences that sometimes
divide us.” “And as for the president: God bless his
heart,” he said, drawing cheers and laughter. —AFP

WASHINGTON: A top US official restricted access to
the summary of Donald Trump’s Ukraine call that trig-
gered an impeachment probe, fearing it would damage
the president, testimony released Saturday showed.
White House Ukraine expert Timothy Morrison told
House investigators he knew immediately how sensitive
the call was when he heard Trump press Ukraine’s
President Volodymyr Zelensky to investigate former US
vice president Joe Biden.

Morrison said in his October 31 deposition that he
had asked National Security Council lawyers to review
the call because he thought it would be “damaging” if it
leaked. “I recommended to them that we restrict access
to the package... that we did not need quite so many
people to have access to the package,” said Morrison,
who left the NSC a day before testifying.

The conversation, which took place on July 25 while
the White House was withholding military aid to
Ukraine, is central to the House impeachment inquiry
into Trump. Democrats leading the probe say the call
summary shows the president abused his office by bul-
lying a vulnerable ally into interfering on his behalf in
the 2020 US election.

The investigation threatens to make Trump the third
US president to be impeached, although the
Republican-controlled Senate would need to convict
him to remove him from office. “The testimony released
today shows that President Trump’s July 25 phone call
with Ukrainian President Zelensky immediately set off
alarm bells throughout the White House,” Adam Schiff,
the congressman leading the inquiry, said in a statement
released jointly with other senior Democrats.

‘Unusual and inappropriate’ 
Morrison said however the summary had been

placed on a highly classified system due to a “mistake”
by White House staff — casting doubt on allegations
that it was squirreled away as part of a deliberate cov-
er-up. He also broke with other witnesses who have

spoken out against the call, telling House investigators
he heard nothing wrong.

House investigators also released testimony
Saturday from Jennifer Williams, an aide to Vice
President Mike Pence, who told lawmakers Trump’s
push for Ukraine to open investigations was “unusual
and inappropriate.” Williams listened in on the July 25
call and said the requests appeared to have been made
to further Trump’s “personal political agenda” rather
than US foreign policy goals.

“I guess for me it shed some light on possible
other motivations behind a security assistance hold,”
she added. The depositions were made public as
another official arrived on Capitol Hill to answer
questions on the White House’s withholding of near-
ly $400 million in congressionally allocated military
aid for Ukraine. 

Mark Sandy was the first staffer from the White
House Office of Management and Budget (OMB) to
testify, rejecting a Trump administration directive not to
cooperate. OMB acting director Russell Vought and
acting White House chief of staff Mick Mulvaney, who
still has the title of OMB director, defied congressional
subpoenas to appear. Previous witnesses have testified
that the money was delayed as part of a wider extortion
plot to extract a public announcement from Zelensky
that Biden was being investigated.

Smear campaign 
The White House says Trump delayed the cash

because of broad concerns over Ukrainian corruption
but Mulvaney undermined this defense when he told
reporters in October that there was indeed a “quid
pro quo” of aid for investigations. “That’s why we held
up the money,” he said. “Get over it.” Sandy told
investigators he did not know why the assistance was
held up but added that he had never seen such a move
during his career at the agency, according to The
Washington Post.

Sandy’s deposition caps a blockbuster week on
Capitol Hill, in which the House of Representatives
staged the first public hearings in the probe. On Friday
Marie Yovanovitch, a 33-year diplomatic veteran oust-
ed by Trump, accused the president’s aides of under-
mining US foreign policy in Ukraine. The ambassador
testified that she was subjected to a “painful” smear
campaign before being abruptly pulled from Kiev.

Trump was accused of witness intimidation, a crime

punishable by up to 20 years in federal prison for nor-
mal citizens, after he launched an extraordinary real-
time Twitter attack during her testimony. The public
impeachment hearings kicked off Wednesday with tes-
timony by two senior diplomats including the current
top envoy to Ukraine, William Taylor. The gray-haired
former Army officer and veteran diplomat testified that
he was told by an aide that Trump cared more about
the probe than he did about Ukraine. —AFP

‘I recommended to them that we restrict access to the package’

Trump aide curbed access to 
Ukraine call, fearing fallout

WASHINGTON DC: Former US Ambassador to the Ukraine Marie Yovanovitch leaves after her testimony
before the House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence as part of the impeachment enquiry into
US President Donald Trump. —AFP

NEW HAMPSHIRE: In this file photo taken on November 11, 2019 Democratic presi-
dential hopeful Senator Elizabeth Warren speaks at Exeter High School during a
campaign stop town hall in Exeter. —AFP

SACABA: A relative mourns by the coffin of a supporter of Bolivian ex-President
Evo Morales killed during clashes with the police. —AFP

Military justice 
ready to hold troops 
accountable: Pentagon 
BANGKOK: US Defense Secretary Mark Esper expressed confi-
dence yesterday in the US military justice system’s ability to hold
troops to account, two days after President Donald Trump par-
doned two Army officers accused of war crimes in Afghanistan.
Trump also restored the rank of a Navy SEAL platoon com-
mander who was demoted for actions in Iraq. Asked how he
would reassure countries such as Afghanistan and Iraq in the
wake of the pardons, Esper said: “We have a very effective mili-
tary justice system.” “I have great faith in the military justice sys-
tem,” Esper told reporters during a trip to Bangkok, in his first
remarks about the issue since Trump issued the pardons. Critics
have said Trump’s pardons would undermine military justice and
send a message that battlefield atrocities would be tolerated.

Trump intervened in the cases of three men: First Lieutenant
Clint Lorance, Major Mathew Golsteyn and Chief Petty Officer
Edward Gallagher of the Navy SEALs. In 2013, prosecutors
accused Lorance of illegally ordering the fatal shootings of two
men on motorcycles while on patrol in Afghanistan’s Kandahar
province. He was found guilty of two counts of murder. Last year,
Golsteyn, an Army Green Beret, was charged with murdering an
Afghan man during a 2010 deployment to Afghanistan.

Gallagher, a decorated SEAL team platoon leader, was
accused of committing various war crimes while deployed in Iraq
in 2017. In July, a military jury acquitted him of murdering a cap-
tured Islamic State fighter by stabbing the wounded prisoner in
the neck, but it convicted him of illegally posing with the
detainee’s corpse. That had led to his rank being reduced. Esper
said US forces “are trained from day one about the laws of armed
conflict and how to conduct themselves during wartime” and
stressed they will behave accordingly. “If they don’t, then the
United States military will take action in accordance (with the
Uniform Code of Military Justice) to make sure that they are held
accountable,” he said.  —Reuters


