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Browns prepare for 
playoff push without 
suspended Garrett
NEW YORK: The NFL’s suspension of Cleveland
Browns defensive end Myles Garrett on Friday
dealt a severe blow to the team’s playoff hopes but
they are determined not to let the incident define
their season. Cleveland kept their hopes alive with a
win over the Pittsburgh Steelers on Thursday but
lost Garrett, one the game’s top defenders, for at
least the rest of the 2019 season after he used a
helmet to attack another player.

Browns head coach Freddie Kitchens, who is
trying to steer the team to their first playoff berth
since 2002, said losing a player of Garrett’s caliber
makes things tougher but that he feels his players
are ready for the challenge.

“There has been adversity hit it seems like all
year so these guys have answered the call of adver-
sity, and I expect them to do the same moving for-
ward,” Kitchens said on a conference call. “There
will not be any excuses. We will have 11 out on the
field, and those 11 will be expected to do their job.”

With their victory over the visiting Steelers, the
Browns improved to 4-6 on the season and remain
very much alive in the playoff picture, but will have
to keep their focus on the task at hand. “Sometimes
in the biggest storm, that is when people come
together the closest,” Browns guard Joel Bitonio
said on the conference call.

“We have a decision to make as a team. It is not
one day everybody is saying, ‘Yeah, we are in it
together,’ but it is your actions through the week of
practice, through games that we have to make that
collective choice.”

Garrett, a former first overall draft pick who on
Friday apologized for his actions, is tied for fourth
in the NFL with 10 sacks through 10 games this
season and could have been Defensive Player of the
Year candidate if not for the ban. —Reuters

INDORE: Mohammed Shami took four wickets as
India crushed Bangladesh by an innings and 130 runs
inside three days of the opening Test yesterday.

Bangladesh were bowled out for 213 in the final ses-
sion in Indore after their gamble to bat first after
winning the toss backfired badly against the Indian
pace attack.

Shami’s fellow fast bowlers Umesh Yadav and
Ishant Sharma shared three wickets between them
after India declared their first innings on 493 for six,
with a lead of 343 runs. “The captain gave me the
freedom to bowl the way I wanted and it went well,”
Shami said after the game. “Having Umesh and Ishant
alongside me is a plus.”

Bangladesh batsman Mushfiqur Rahim offered
some resistance, hitting 64 after Rohit Sharma
dropped him on four off Shami. Mushfiqur, who
scored 43 in Bangladesh’s 150 in the first innings,
finally became one of three wickets taken by off-
spinner Ravichandran Ashwin.

Ashwin, who reached 250 wickets in home Tests in
the first innings, got last man Ebadat Hossain for one
to spark India’s victory celebrations. India were
dominant with the bat and ball against Bangladesh.

Opening batsman Mayank Agarwal played a key
part in the win with his 243 — his second double
century in four Tests — as India amassed 407 runs
on the second day. The bowlers kept up the pressure
when Bangladesh started their second innings.

Yadav drew first blood, taking Imrul Kayes for six
on a ball that curved into the left-hander and rattled
the leg stump. Ishant Sharma got Shadman Islam for
six in the next over. Shami then trapped skipper
Mominul Haque lbw for seven.

Mominul  was given not  out  by the on-f ie ld
umpire but India skipper Virat Kohli successfully
reviewed the decision with replays showing the ball
would have hit leg stump. Shami, who also took
three wickets in the first innings, took Mohammad
Mithun for 18.

Bangladesh skipper Mominul said the batting of
Mushfiqur and bowling of Abu Jayed had been the
only “positives” in the disappointing defeat. Abu
Jayed stood out with his four wickets in the Indian

innings but got little support from his teammates.
The second and final match is a day-night clash,

with India hosting its first-ever pink-ball Test at
Kolkata’s Eden Gardens from November 22.  —AFP

India’s opening batsman Agarwal played a key part in the win with 243

Shami stars in India’s crushing 
Test win over Bangladesh

INDORE: India’s Mayank Agarwal (L) celebrates after scoring a double-century (200 runs) as teammate
Ravindra Jadeja looks on during the second day of the first Test cricket match of a two-match series
between India and Bangladesh at Holkar Cricket Stadium in Indore. —AFP

Habs use 4-goal 
period to top Caps
WASHINGTON: Tomas Tatar had a goal with three
assists, and Phillip Danault recorded one goal and two
helpers as the visiting Montreal Canadiens used a four-
goal second period to beat the Washington Capitals 5-
2 Friday. The Canadiens won their third straight while
ending the Capitals’ 13-game point streak. Shea Weber,
Jordan Weal and Nick Suzuki also scored for the
Canadiens, who have earned at least one point in five
consecutive games (4-0-1) and are 7-1-1 in their last
nine. Carey Price made 26 saves for Montreal. Alex
Ovechkin scored his 14th on the power play and
Evgeny Kuznetsov also delivered in the third period for
Washington, but by that time it proved too late. The
Capitals, who entered Friday an NHL-leading 32 points,
were amid an 11-0-2 stretch before falling Friday.

BRUINS 4, MAPLE LEAFS 2
Brad Marchand scored two goals in the third period

to help Boston win at Toronto. Charlie Coyle added a
goal and an assist, and Zdeno Chara scored a goal for
the Bruins, who ended a four-game losing streak.
Auston Matthews and Kasperi Kapanen scored for the
Maple Leafs, who have lost four in a row. Boston’s
Tuukka Rask made 29 saves, and Toronto’s Frederik
Andersen stopped 30 shots. Marchand gave the Bruins
a 2-1 lead with a wrist shot only 11 seconds into the
third period after going around a defenseman. Kapanen
tied the game less than four minutes later, but
Marchand put Boston on top again at 5:08 when he
scored on a wrist shot off his own rebound. Chara’s
empty-netter ended the scoring.

DEVILS 2, PENGUINS 1
MacKenzie Blackwood made a season-high 38 saves

and New Jersey held on to top Pittsburgh in Newark,
N.J., for its fourth win in seven games. The Devils
avoided losing for the fifth time when holding a lead
through two periods. They held on two nights after
allowing three goals in the final 6 1/2 minutes against
Ottawa. Travis Zajac and Blake Coleman scored in the
opening two periods for the Devils, who are 4-0-4 in

one-goal games this season. Defenseman Jack Johnson
scored in the third period for Pittsburgh, which has
trailed by at least two goals in five straight games. The
Penguins lost their first game since announcing Sidney
Crosby would be out at least six weeks with a core
muscle injury.

BLUE JACKETS 3, BLUES 2
Zach Werenski scored an overtime power-play goal

to lead Columbus past visiting St. Louis. The Blue
Jackets, who also got goals from Vladislav Gavrikov
and Pierre-Luc Dubois, won for just the second time in
nine games (2-5-2). Joonas Korpisalo made 25 saves for
the victory. The Blues, who got goals from Mackenzie

MacEachern and Brayden Schenn, extended their
points streak to nine games (7-0-2). They have lost just
three times in regulation during the first 20 games of
the season.

SENATORS 2, FLYERS 1
Tyler Ennis and Filip Chlapik scored second-period

goals to lift host Ottawa past Philadelphia. Goaltender
Anders Nilsson made 26 saves, and the Senators won
for the second straight game and the fourth time in five
contests. Tyler Pitlick scored the lone goal for the
Flyers, who had their seven-game points streak
snapped (5-0-2). It was their first regulation loss since
an Oct. 29 setback at Pittsburgh. —Reuters

WASHINGTON:  Phillip Danault #24 of the Montreal Canadiens skates past Chandler Stephenson #18 of the
Washington Capitals during the third period at Capital One Arena in Washington, DC. —AFP

Chinese football at 
crossroads again after
Lippi abruptly quits
SHANGHAI: China are searching for a third coach this year
after the football association accepted Marcello Lippi’s resig-
nation following the damaging loss to Syria in World Cup
qualifying. A clearly infuriated Lippi, the 71-year-old Italian
World Cup winner, made a brief but angry appearance in
front of the media after the 2-1 defeat on Thursday in Dubai.

“My pay is very high and I take all the blame. I am quitting
as China coach,” Xinhua news agency quoted him as saying.
“We could beat weaker opponents like Maldives and Guam,
but when we encountered stronger teams like the Philippines
and Syria, we could not play our own football.”

Lippi then abruptly left the press conference, walking out
before translators had even finished interpreting what he was
saying. His second spell as China coach lasted only six
matches. Hours later, the Chinese Football Association (CFA)
said in a statement that it accepted Lippi’s resignation. “We
are really sorry that the unsatisfactory results disappoint all
Chinese fans,” the CFA said.

“The CFA will seriously reflect, rebuild the team, and try
our best in the following World Cup qualifiers.” Syria’s victo-
ry left them comfortably atop Group A in qualifying for the
Qatar 2022 World Cup.

China are five points behind in second, only above the
Philippines on goal difference, putting their World Cup hopes
in peril. It has been a turbulent year for Chinese football and
Lippi’s resignation is another dent to the government’s hopes

of making the country a superpower in the sport.
The former Juventus and Italy boss, who was broadly

popular in China, reportedly earned 180 million yuan ($25
million) per year, making him one of the best-paid coaches in
the world.

He first quit the post in January after taking China to the
Asian Cup quarter-finals, where they lost 3-0 to Iran, and his
compatriot Fabio Cannavaro took over. But Cannavaro lasted
only two matches — both 1-0 defeats — before saying that
balancing the job with managing Chinese Super League side
Guangzhou Evergrande was too much. That saw Lippi return
in May with the aim of taking China to the World Cup.

China languish 69th in the FIFA world rankings and have
reached the World Cup only once, in 2002, when they left
without a point or scoring a goal. Lippi, who began his first
spell as China coach in October 2016, was accused earlier
this month by local media of delivering “a slap in the face” to
Chinese football, amid grumblings that he was not doing
enough to justify his hefty salary.

It came after the CFA announced that former Everton
midfielder Li Tie would temporarily take charge of the
national side at the East Asian championships next month in
South Korea, with Lippi opting to remain home in Italy.

The 42-year-old Li, who is coach of CSL side Wuhan Zall,
will now be in pole position to succeed Lippi. China have
begun naturalising foreign players, such as the Brazilian for-
ward Elkeson, but their squad remains limited.

That lack of quality was the “core” problem, said Xinhua
in a commentary, refusing to blame Lippi, who lifted the 2006
World Cup with Cannavaro as his skipper.

“How many times have we blamed the loss on the head
coach, the national team management etc,” said Xinhua. “But
when we invited a World Cup winner... the result was still dis-
appointing.”  —AFP

SCOREBOARD

Bangladesh 1st innings 150 (Mushfiqur Rahim 43; M.
Shami 3-27)
India 1st innings (overnight 493-6 dec, M. Agarwal 243,
A. Rahane 86, A. Jayed 4-108)
Bangladesh 2nd innings
Shadman Islam b I. Sharma 6
Imrul Kayes b Yadav 6
Mominul Hauqe lbw Shami 7
Mohammad Mithun c Agarwal b Shami 18
Mushfiqur Rahim c Pujara b Ashwin 64
Mahmudullah c R. Sharma b Shami 15
Liton Das c & b Ashwin 35
Mehidy Hasan b Yadav 38
Taijul Islam c Saha b Shami 6
Abu Jayed not out 4
Ebadat Hossain c Yadav b Ashwin 1
Extras (b2, lb9, nb1, w1) 13
Total (all out, 69.2 overs) 213
Fall of wickets: 1-10 (Imrul), 2-16 (Shadman), 3-37
(Mominul), 4-44 (Mithun), 5-72 (Mahmudullah), 6-135
(Liton), 7-194 (Mehidy), 8-208 (Taijul), 9-208
(Mushfiqur), 10-213 (Ebadat)
Bowling: I. Sharma 11-3-31-1, Yadav 14-1-51-2 (w1),
Shami 16-7-31-4 (nb1), Jadeja 14-2-47-0, Ashwin 14.2-
6-42-3
Result: India won by an innings and 130 runs
Series: India lead the two-match series 1-0

INDORE: Final scoreboard on day three of the opening
Test between India and Bangladesh in Indore yesterday:

Liverpool Gomez’s
difficult week 
ends on low note
LONDON: Liverpool full-back Joe Gomez’s roller-
coaster week, from the high of beating Manchester City
last Sunday to being booed at Wembley, ended with
him missing England’s final Euro 2020 qualifier in
Kosovo due to a sore knee.

The 22-year-old — whose Liverpool team-mate
Jordan Henderson also misses the trip to Kosovo with a
viral infection — featured in the headlines earlier in the
week after City striker Raheem Sterling confronted him
at England’s training centre on Monday, the day after
Liverpool’s 3-1 victory over City.

Gomez was booed when he came on as a substitute
in the 7-0 mauling of Montenegro, while Henderson
missed it due to a one-match ban. Victory assured
England of a place at the finals.

“Jordan Henderson and Joe Gomez will miss
England’s final UEFA EURO 2020 qualifier in Kosovo
on Sunday,” read a statement from the Football
Association (FA). “Henderson arrived in camp with a
viral infection that has not fully cleared.

“Meanwhile, his Liverpool team-mate Gomez sus-
tained a knock to the knee in training on Friday and
has not recovered sufficiently enough to travel. “The
pair have returned to their club meaning the Three
Lions will head to Pristina on Saturday with a 23-man
squad.” —AFP

Kiwi Lee fires sizzling 
62 to seize one-stroke 
PGA Mexico lead
MEXICO CITY: New Zealand’s Danny Lee, seeking his
first US PGA Tour title in more than four years, fired a
nine-under-par 62 Friday to grab the first-round lead at
the Mayakoba Classic. The 29-year-old South Korean-
born player made eight birdies and an eagle against a
lone bogey in jumping to the top of the leaderboard at
Playa del Carmen, Mexico, after play was entirely
rained out on Thursday.

Americans Brendon Todd and Adam Long shared
second on 63 with a US pack of Vaughn Taylor, Mark
Hubbard, Zach Johnson and Chris Baker on 64 and
Americans Billy Horschel and Harris English on 65.

Lee opened with a birdie, made another at the par-3
fourth and then eagled the par-5 fifth hole before run-
ning off a streak of three birdies in a row from the sixth
through eighth holes. Lee ran off another three in a row
from the 11th to par-5 13th holes before a three-putt
bogey at 14 and four closing pars.

“For some reason, starting from three, my game felt
really really good,” Lee said, noting how he has
changed his swing to add driving distance. “The new
swing is working into my body now. I’m feeling better
with all my clubs and wedges. It has been showing me a
lot of good results.” —AFP


