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Heroes’ welcome to
Kuwait shooters
By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Kuwait shooters got a heroes’
welcome after the delegation arrival
from the 14th Asian Championship that
was held in Qatar. They qualified for
the Tokyo Olympics and collected nine
medals.

Director General of Public Authority
for Sports Dr Humoud Fulaiteh Al-
Shimmari, President of Kuwait and Arab
Shooting Federations, Secretary General
of Asian Shooting Confederation Eng
Duaij Khalaf Al-Otaibi and Secretary
General of Arab and Kuwait Shooting
Federations Obaid Munahi Al-Osaimi
along with other officials were on hand
upon the arrival of shooters at Kuwait
International Airport.

Kuwait shooter Talal Al-Rasheedi
won the gold medal of the trap competi-
tion, and with it he qualified for the
Tokyo 2020 Olympics. The trap team of
Talal Al-Rasheedi, Khalid Al-Mudhaf
and Nasser Al-Miqlid also won the team
trap gold medal. Shooters Sarah Al-
Hawal and Abdelrahman Al-Faihan won
the mix trap gold medal.

Meanwhile Khalid Al-Mudhaf won
the trap’s silver while teammate Nasser
Al-Miqlid won the bronze of the same
event. The team of Abdallah Al-
Rasheedi, Mohammad Al-Daihani and
Al-Alban won the silver medal of the
team skeet event.

The team of Ahmad Al-Afasi, Jarrah
Al-Shuwaier and Saad Al-Mutairi won
the team’s double trap.

On his part shooter Saud Habeeb won
the skeet bronze medal and qualified for
the Tokyo 2020 Olympics giving Kuwait
its fourth seat.

The juniors trap team of Bader Al-
Adwani, Salah Al-Rasheedi and Yousuf
Al-Rasheedi won the bronze medal,
while the juniors bronze medal was won
by the team of Hamad Al-Ablani, Salem
Al-Rasheedi and Saud Al-Hamly.

PAS Director General Dr Humoud
Fulaiteh said the Kuwait Shooting Sport
Club, as always, makes Kuwait proud in
international arenas, and thanked chair-
man of the board, board members and
shooters who qualified for four seats in
the upcoming Olympic games, as they
promised.

He said this shows that the sport of
shooting is on the right track, and we
expect to win Olympic medals in Tokyo
in the name of Kuwait.

Dr Fulaiteh thanked KSSC for its
efforts and hoped that clubs and federa-
tions to follow example.

Chairman of the Board of KSSC Eng
Duaij Al-Otaibi said the board is happy
to qualify for the Tokyo Olympics with
four players and congratulated shooters
Abdelrahman Al-Faihan, Talal Al-Torqi,
Saud Habeeb and Mansour Al-Torqi for
their achievement, adding “we are happy
with the results of men and women in
addition to the good results the juniors
made, and described it as promising.

Eng Al-Otaibi thanked PAS and its
Director General Dr Humoud Fulaiteh
who was keen on being on hand with the
shooters.

Al-Otaibi said “on behalf of the
shooting community, we dedicate this
achievement to HH the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, HH
the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-

Hamad Al-Sabah.
Meanwhile, Secretary General of

Arab and Kuwait Shooting Federations
Obaid Munahi Al-Osaimi said that as
we receive our shooting heroes who
won nine medals and two additional
qualifications to Tokyo Olympics, we
find, with great regret, people who
conspire against Kuwait shooting sport
in order to fai l  the successes and

achievements. He said details of those
conspiracies were sent in writing to the
board of directors of Public Authority
for Sports. He said that “we at the
Kuwait Shooting Federation have confi-
dence in the PAS board of directors to
foil the conspiracies.

He said we keep our full rights to take
the necessary measures to maintain
achievements of Kuwait shooting.

Samarin wins 
Russian figure 
skating Grand Prix
MOSCOW: Russian Alexander Samarin
led a clean sweep of the podium for the
home nation at the figure skating Grand
Prix event in Moscow on Saturday, as
Olympic silver medallist Shoma Uno
could only finish fourth.

Samarin produced a spectacular free
skate to win with a total of 264.45
points, having also posted the highest
score in Friday’s short programme. The
21-year-old, who took the European
championships silver medal in Minsk
earlier this year, saw off compatriot
Dmitri Aliev by 4.57 points.

Aliev’s strong free skate to Simon and
Garfunkel’s “The Sound of Silence”
earned 169.24 points, enough to secure
second place ahead of Makar Ignatov.
Japanese star Uno’s difficult season con-
tinued as he ended 12.21 points behind
Samarin overall.

The 21-year-old, who took 2018
Olympic silver behind Yuzuru Hanyu, was
looking to bounce back after falling sever-
al times and posting his lowest-ever finish
of eighth in Grenoble earlier this month.

But he could only muster 164.95
points on Saturday and failed to climb
onto the podium after his disappointing
short programme. Later, two-time world
champion Evgenia Medvedeva will look
to hold off rising star Alexandra Trusova
in the women’s event after taking a 2.72-
point lead over her fellow Russian on
Friday. —AFP

Jones admits error 
but wants to turn 
England into rugby 
‘powerhouse’
LONDON: England coach Eddie Jones wants his
team to become the “powerhouse of world rugby”
but has admitted he made a mistake in his selec-
tion for the World Cup final. The 59-year-old
Australian, who has committed to seeing out his
contract which runs until 2021, is not renowned for
owning up to errors.

But he says part of the blame for the 32-12
defeat by South Africa in the final lay with his
decision to start with George Ford and Mako
Vunipola ahead of Henry Slade and Joe Marler. “I
had been right against Australia and New Zealand
but, as it turned out, in the biggest game of our
four-year cycle, I got it badly wrong,” writes
Jones in his soon-to-be-published autobiography
‘My Life and Rugby’ which is being serialised in
The Times.

“Hindsight is a wonderful teacher.” Jones has
turned England’s fortunes round after taking over
following their humiliating pool-stage exit in the
2015 World Cup. A crushing victory over two-
time defending champions New Zealand in the
semi-finals last month has given Jones plenty of
enthusiasm to continue, but he has stopped short
of committing to taking the team to the 2023
World Cup.

“I am definitely staying as England’s coach for
another two years,” says Jones. “My contract runs
until 2021. I’m excited by what our young team
can achieve. “The potential is massive. Not only
are they great rugby players but they are better
people with outstanding character.

“I believe I can keep making a difference with
them over the next two years. We want to become
the powerhouse of world rugby. “After that? We’ll
see. It’s too early to know and, right now, I am
happy to just hit the pause button.”

Jones, who says the win over the All Blacks is
one of four matches in his long career that stand
out for him, including Japan’s epic victory over the
Springboks in the 2015 World Cup, accepts his
days as a national coach are drawing in.

“I know the clock is ticking on my time at the
top of international coaching,” he said. “But I feel
privileged to coach England and, for however long
that lasts, I will give my best effort every day.

“We’ve taken a side that couldn’t get out of the
group stage in a home World Cup to being the
second-best team in the world. “There was one
team ahead of us, and 18 behind us.” In spite of
England’s failure in the final, Jones — who con-
cedes the Springboks were “outstanding” —
remains fiercely proud of what they achieved.

“In the final minutes my mind starts to wander,”
he writes. “My first thoughts are for the players.
They will be distraught. “They have been brilliant,
coming together as a powerful, united England team
which has done everything asked of it and more.”

Jones believes the squad have given the coun-
try a welcome distraction from the divisions creat-
ed over Brexit. “They have played with flair and
tenacity and, during a difficult and uncertain time
at home, they have given people something to
smile about,” he says.

“The subsequent news that the final was
watched by the biggest television audience in the
UK this year (over 12.5 million), and that supplies
of replica jerseys had sold out, proved the boys
had made a lasting impact.” —AFP

SAO PAULO: Sebastian Vettel topped the times
despite a “scruffy” lap on Friday as Ferrari delivered a
resounding one-two to prove they are back on form
in second free practice for this weekend’s Brazilian
Grand Prix. The four-time champion clocked a best
lap in one minute and 9.217 seconds to outpace
Charles Leclerc by 0.021 seconds in a close finish to
a session that, like the first, ended with a red flag and
two cars off the track.

Red Bull’s Max Verstappen was third ahead of
Valtteri Bottas in the leading Mercedes, six-time
champion Lewis Hamilton in the second Mercedes and
Kevin Magnussen for Haas. “It was not a very tidy
lap,” said Vettel, who felt satisfied at his efforts, before
turning his attention to the way in which Ferrari had
been linked to unconfirmed allegations of “cheating”
in the aftermath of the United States Grand Prix.

“I just said earlier that opinions swing so quickly
nowadays,” he explained. “In one race, in one and a
half hours, it can be so different - and in one race can
change again. I just think we can provide all our
answers on the track.” Verstappen said he also felt he
had a “bit of a messy day because of the changing
weather”.

He added: “I think the lap times are not really rep-
resentative as the track and ambient temperatures are
pretty different to what it looks like for today. “It’s
positive that the car was straight away working well,
there are of course always things you can improve,
but it was a good start and we have a good basis for
tomorrow.”

His Red Bull team-mate Alex Albon, who was re-
signed by the team for 2020 this week, was fastest
and then crashed in the rain in the opening session,
before winding up ninth behind Renault’s Daniel

Ricciardo and Kimi Raikkonen of Alfa Romeo. Both
Mercedes men were satisfied with their limited run-
ning in the conditions. 

“I am feeling cool about it,” said Hamilton. “We did
a lot of work and it was all nice and smooth. We have
some more to do and we have to compact it, but I am
not sure we can find three-tenths to catch Ferrari.
They are just quicker on the straights.”

After overnight rainstorms and a wet morning, the
second session began in dry conditions with the
teams keen to gain some track action as soon as the
lights went green. Bottas was soon fastest in 1:10.812,
a full six seconds quicker than Albon’s best lap in the
morning.

After six minutes, the session was red-flagged
when Robert Kubica, in his penultimate race weekend
for Williams, went off at Turn Three, smashing the
front and left rear of his car in the barriers. The action
was halted for six minutes and re-started.

Verstappen went top after 15 minutes before
Hamilton took over followed by Leclerc and then
Vettel, the Ferrari men making the most of his power
on the straights a the Italian team responded to their
disappointing weekend in Texas two weeks earlier.

After 45 minutes, a flowing and fast lap from
Hamilton was upset when he came upon his team-
mate Bottas idling on the racing line. “Valtteri was
just sitting there,” said Hamilton on team radio, as the
Finn did much the same to Vettel seconds later.

As the temperature threatened to fal l  at the
Autodromo Jose Carlos Pace, there were more quick
times as Ferrari and Mercedes set the pace, pursued
closely by Verstappen’s Red Bull in the top five.

With 20 minutes remaining, Pierre Gasly pulled up
when his Toro Rosso’s Honda engine failed and a brief

Virtual Safety Car period was deployed.
That stoppage completed, there were only five

minutes remaining when the session ended, like the
early opening period, with another red flag when
Gasly’s team-mate Daniil Kvyat smacked the barriers

at Turn 12, the rear of his Honda-powered car burst-
ing into flames.

This brought the session to an end with no further
action on track as rescue vehicles cleared away the
two Toro Rosso machines. —AFP

Verstappen third ahead of Valtteri Bottas

Vettel tops times as Ferrari 
bounce back with one-two

SAO PAULO: Ferrari’s German driver, Sebastian Vettel at the Interlagos racetrack in Sao Paulo, Brazil,
ahead of the upcoming Formula One Brazilian Grand Prix today. —AFP

KUWAIT: Group photo of shooters and officials.


