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The cycle of 
death continues
By Dr James J Zogby 

One evening, almost two decades ago, I was on
CNN’s “Crossfire” sitting opposite a
Democratic Congressman (who is no longer in

office, having repeatedly disgraced himself in “sexting”
scandals). We were there to debate Israel’s botched
assassination of a Hamas leader in Gaza. They did kill
him, but in their “precision bombing” of a densely
crowded area, Israel also killed a dozen others - whose
only crime was to be both Palestinian and in the wrong
place, at the wrong time.

When asked what he thought about the Israeli
attack, the Congressman began by saying that it was
regrettable, but then added that, “sometimes we have
to do things like this”. I know it was off-topic, but I
couldn’t resist asking him what he meant by “we?” I
reminded him that he was a US Congressman, not a
spokesperson for the Israeli government. Back on top-
ic, I made two points, one related to “precision bomb-
ings” and the other to the stupidity and immorality of
the entire cycle of violence.

Because we were on stage before a live audience, I
pointed to an individual in the middle of the theater
and observed that if I targeted that person with the
kind of massive bomb Israel had used in the attack,
everyone around that person would also die. Since
Israel did this repeatedly, such acts of murder couldn’t
be dismissed as “accidental” or sloughed off as mere
“collateral damage.” When you know what will happen
and you do it anyway - it’s murder, plain and simple.

In that sense, what the Israeli air force did was no
different than what the terrorist does. Both kill inno-
cent bystanders who happen to be in the wrong place,
at the wrong time. And both use lethal force with the
mistaken belief that they’re “teaching the enemy a les-
son,” which is the classical definition of terrorism - the
use of force against innocents to create fear in order to
advance a political agenda. 

I went on to say that I wished I could have been a
fly on the wall when the Hamas leader sent his young
charges out on their deadly mission or when the Israeli
officer ordered his pilots to theirs’. Did Hamas really
believe that the suicide bomber would hasten the end
of the occupation? And did the Israeli commander
believe that the killings he was ordering would hasten
the end of the resistance to the occupation? After
decades of an insane cycle of violence, could they have
been that ignorant of reality?

I recall this debate, because two decades later, we
are witnessing the same deadly stupidity still playing
out in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Israel still appar-
ently believes that because they possess overwhelming
power, they can wield it with impunity and achieve their
desired result - to squash the resistance to their occu-
pation. Their murder of an Islamic Jihad leader, illegal by
any standard of international law, only served to bring a
hail of retaliatory rocket fire from Gaza. As could be
expected, Israel then responded with massive bombard-
ments of Gaza, killing dozens, including a Palestinian
family with a number of little children blown to bits.

If history provides any lesson, this will not be the
end of it. Islamic Jihad is, no doubt, plotting its revenge
and the cycle will continue. But, and it’s necessary to
ask, “To what end?” Revenge or anger born of desper-
ation isn’t a political strategy and it won’t end oppres-
sive Israeli rule, any more than Israel’s disproportion-
ate use of violence will force the Palestinians to acqui-
esce to their brutal policies.

What’s equally disheartening is the American and
Arab reactions to this Israeli and Palestinian “dance
until death”. In response to the tragedy that played out
this week, the US press and political leadership imme-
diately responded with familiar expressions of support
for “Israel’s right to defend itself” - ignoring the reality
that this round of violence, like so many others, began
with an Israeli assassination and ultimately involved
bombings that took the lives of Palestinian innocents.
This is not self-defense. It’s terrorism and murder.

Equally distressing were the comments from some
in the Arab media who continue to refer to Islamic
Jihad and Hamas as “the resistance”. The suicide
bombings of old weren’t resistance - they were terror-
ism and murder. Today’s rockets blindly fired across
the border also can’t be classified as resistance. The
only purposes they serve is to cause fear among civil-
ians and provide Israel with the opportunity for a
lethal response - in that sense, these rockets are also
suicidal and weapons of terror. Here I recall the lesson
taught by the late Tawfiq Zayyed, the Palestinian mayor
of Nazareth and Member of the Israeli Knesset. He was
in the midst of a US speaking tour when he was chal-
lenged by a young man in the audience who criticized
Tawfiq’s condemnation of terror tactics used by some
Palestinian groups. The man said, “You have denied our
right to armed struggle, a right recognized by the
United Nations.” 

NOTE: Dr James J Zogby is the President of the
Arab American Institute

Even before Bolivia’s Evo Morales quit the presidency
in response to weeks of violent protest over his re-
election, leftist allies were denouncing what they

called a coup. From Britain’s opposition leader Jeremy
Corbyn and US congresswoman Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez
to allies Cuba and Venezuela, the president’s weekend
departure has been characterized as an illegal power grab.
Accused of election fraud, he fled for Mexico after his res-
ignation as right wing opposition senator Jeanine Anez
prepared to declare herself acting president.

Stretching back to 1970s Chile and Argentina, Latin
America has a dark history of right-wing coups that have
left millions acutely suspicious of foreign influence and
anti-democratic domestic forces. The intervention of
armed forces chief Williams Kaliman in suggesting
Morales step down lends credence to the idea that
Bolivia’s power shift follows the pattern. 

But Maria Teresa Zegada, a political scientist at San
Simon University in the central Bolivian city of
Cochabamba, says the events lack several elements that
are typical of coups. “It implies the substitution of one
group in government for another,” Zegada, who specializes
in social movements, told AFP by telephone. “In Bolivia’s
case, this hasn’t happened.”

While Anez has assumed the role of interim president,
she has repeatedly stressed that she aims to hold new
elections in short order. The 52-year-old didn’t stand in the

Oct 20 general election and has given no indication she
intends to put herself forward in any future poll.

Restoring constitutionality 
Another feature of coups is that they “have to break the

constitutional order,” said Zegada. “In this case it’s the
opposite... this interim government is trying to restore
constitutionality.” Morales’s standing in the election was
itself a controversial issue as Bolivia’s constitution limits
presidents to two consecutive terms, while Morales was
seeking a fourth. He had lost a 2016 referendum in which
he tried to remove term limits but a year later Bolivia’s
highest legal authority - the constitutional court - ruled
against the constitution.

A coup also involves a power grab, usually by the mili-
tary or an individual backed by the armed forces. “What’s
the objective of this (interim) government? It’s mission is
basically to bring back peace to Bolivia and call elections
as soon as possible,” said Zegada. Even the military itself is
not acting as if it is involved in a coup, she added. “The
police and armed forces are there to bring peace to the
streets,” Zegada said.

Another controversy centers around the legitimacy of
Anez’s constitutional court-backed claim to be interim
president. She found herself next in line after the resigna-
tions of the only government figures more senior than her
- Morales, the vice-president, the Senate president and

the lower house speaker. Former Senate president and
Morales loyalist Adriana Salvatierra has claimed she
should take charge since she says her resignation was nev-
er formally accepted by the Senate. “Salvatierra’s reaction
is a bit too late because she had already resigned verbally
and sought refuge in an embassy,” said Zegada.

‘There was a coup’ 
Movement for Socialism, the populist, indigenist party led

by Morales, is attempting to wrest back control after a raft of
politicians and governors followed Morales out the door -
many seeking refuge in foreign embassies from angry mobs.
Zegada, though, says it may be too little too late to claw back
power. “It’s going to be difficult for the Movement for
Socialism to change this situation,” she said. As for the accu-
sations of a coup, for Zegada, that’s nothing more than hot
air. “It’s a diversionary tactic that the Movement for
Socialism is using to gain media attention,” she said.

According to one of Morales’s main regional detractors,
it’s something that has been seen before. “The word ‘coup’
is used a lot when the left loses,” said Brazil’s far-right
President Jair Bolsonaro. For Luis Almagro, secretary gen-
eral of the Organization of American States that audited
the October 20 election, there was a coup - just not the
one Morales backers are claiming. “Yes, there was a coup
d’etat in Bolivia,” he said. “It happened on October 20
when there was electoral fraud.” — AFP

Bolivia crisis: Coup or return to rule of law? 

Washington Watch 

Delhi suffocates 
as millions go 
without masks 

Athick grey smog choked New Delhi for the fifth
day Saturday, adding to a mounting pollution
health crisis, but retired naval commander Anil

Charan is one of the vast majority of the city’s 20 million
inhabitants who do not wear a mask. Indian media is
packed with warnings about the risk of premature death,
lung cancer and particular danger to children from
PM2.5 - tiny particles that get into the bloodstream and
vital organs - carried in the smog.

But the smartly-dressed Charan was among shop-
pers in Delhi’s upmarket Khan Market district browsing
the luxury clothes and jewellery stores without a mask,
seemingly oblivious to the risk. Many are too poor to
afford protection but others simply do not like the way
a pollution mask looks. Charan, wearing aviator sun-
glasses, said it did not fit his “rough and tough” image.
“I have been brought up in this kind of atmosphere, the

smog and all, so I am kind of used to it. And being a
naval officer I think if I wear a mask I will think I am a
sissy,” he said.

Doctors say face masks must be worn and air puri-
fiers used at home and in offices. There are a variety of
masks to choose from. A basic cloth version can cost as
little as 50 rupees (70 US cents) but the protection they
offer is debatable. More reputable types start from
2,500 rupees ($34) while some Khan Market stores
charge more than 5,500 rupees ($75) for top of the
range imported models. 

Bare-faced bravado 
The mask-look worried a lot of the Khan Market

shoppers and diners however. Some said the danger had
been overblown. “I know I am risking my health but I
am not very comfortable wearing them (masks),” said
Ritancia Cardoz, who works for a private company. “I
don’t find it appealing,” she told AFP. Lopa Diwan, on a
visit to the capital from the provinces, said the Delhi air
was “not as bad as it is being made out to be”. “So many
people advised me not to go to Delhi because of the
pollution but I don’t think it’s that bad. I don’t see peo-
ple dying,” she said. 

Pollution - blamed on industrial and car emissions
mixed with stubble fires on thousands of farms sur-

rounding the city - has been building up each winter for
the past decade. The past five years have been particu-
larly bad. The toxic air cuts short the lives of one million
people in India every year, according to government
research published earlier this year. Concentrations of
the most harmful airborne pollutants in Delhi are regu-
larly about 20 times the World Health Organization safe
limit. That rams home the city’s reputation as the world’s
most polluted capital.

Some foreign companies and embassies now do not
let families move to Delhi, or at least give strong warn-
ings about the pollution. The Delhi government has giv-
en out hundreds of thousands of masks to children and
closed schools for four of the past f ive days.
Construction is banned and cars can only go on the
roads on alternate days. But still only a tiny number of
inhabitants fol low medical advice when outside.
Rickshaw drivers who earn about $7 a day on an aver-
age say they cannot afford masks.

Chand Babu, a car park attendant at Khan Market,
said he could buy one of the cheaper masks but it was
too much of a hassle to wear. “I have to blow the whistle
all the time so it’s inconvenient.” Babu does worry, how-
ever, about his three children who also do not have
masks. “They go outside to play. The problem is real,
but what do we do, tell me?” — AFP 

Two years after 
coup, Zimbabweans 
more despondent 

Two years ago, Linos Mutepera was among hundreds
of thousands of Zimbabweans who celebrated the
toppling of long-time ruler Robert Mugabe with

tears of joy. Today, he looks back at that time with bitter-
ness, his hope of a better life dashed on the rocks of
poverty and joblessness. “We were all there -the young,
the old, the rich, the poor, blacks, whites and mixed race -
waving the Zimbabwean flag, holding banners, hoisting
placards, singing, dancing, praying together, holding each
other’s arms and hugging,” he reminisced.

“We thought it was an end at last of an era that had
been marked by poverty, joblessness, shortages, army and
police brutality,” the 33-year-old unemployed engineering
graduate told AFP. “How wrong we were.” Mutepera, sit-
ting beside a friend hawking clothes at a Harare flea mar-
ket, pointed bleakly to the promises made by Mugabe’s
successor, Emmerson Mnangagwa, to rebuild Zimbabwe’s
shattered economy. “We were used,” he said. “I feel so let
down, so betrayed. But at least I am wiser.”

Mugabe came to power in 1980, surfing on his reputa-
tion as the guerrilla leader who had steered colonial-era

Rhodesia to independence, ending white-minority rule. By
Nov 2018, the smell of corruption and cronyism that
infected his regime prompted the military to take over - a
coup code-named Operation Restore Legacy.

‘Square One’ 
He was replaced as president by Mnangagwa, his for-

mer deputy, whom he had fired weeks earlier. The mili-
tary supremo and face of the coup, General Constantino
Chiwenga, became one of his deputies. The following
July, Mnangagwa won disputed elections on pledges to
lure foreign investment, create jobs and turn the country
into a middle-income economy by 2030. But Zimbabwe’s
nightmares returned within months, as shoppers battled
daily shortages of basics such as fuel, cooking oil, sugar
and bread.

Unemployment today is over 90 percent while the
size of the economy has more than halved since 2000,
when Mugabe’s seizure of white-owned farms crippled
Zimbabwean agriculture. Inflation runs into triple digits,
electricity is available for just six hours a day and in
many urban areas, the taps are dry. “Things have basi-
cal ly got worse,” Professor Tony Hawkins of  the
University of Zimbabwe’s School of Economics told AFP.
“People are getting poorer and thousands are losing
jobs,” he said. “The economy has got worse and politi-
cally, nothing has changed except that the military are
much more visible and much more powerful. Basically,
it’s back to square one, with a change of driver but the
same bus or taxi.”

‘Mirage’ 
Alex Magaisa, a lecturer at the University of Kent in

England, said Mnangagwa’s promise of a new dawn had
become “nothing more than a mirage”. A spokesman for
the opposition Movement for Democratic Change (MDC),
Daniel Molokele, said Zimbabweans had mistakenly
believed Mugabe’s removal would end the country’s woes.
“The euphoria that we saw in 2017 was not for the ascen-
dancy of Mnangagwa but for the fall of Mugabe - and
people also thought it meant the fall of the entire system
created by Mugabe,” he said.

“Two years later there is hopelessness, there is despon-
dency, there is disappointment. People would rather go
back to 2017 not because Mugabe was better but because
people are much more poorer. There is more corruption
with cartels running sections of the economy. It’s a classic
case of jumping from the frying pan into a fire.” Molokele
suggested a dialogue involving Zimbabweans “from all
walks of life... so that the people can determine the
Zimbabwe they want”. Public fury at the state of the econ-
omy was an important factor in Mugabe’s downfall. That
anger flared anew in January, when Mnangagwa more than
doubled fuel prices, sparking protests that left at least 17
people dead and scores of injured. Harare-based political
analyst Alexander Rusero told AFP the November 2018
takeover had “never been for the good of the people. “It’s
all about the political elite in (the ruling) ZANU-PF (party)
and the preservation of their wealth,” he said. “The
moment you have soldiers closing the barracks and joining
politics, nothing good comes out of it.” — AFP 

Bolivian indigenous women protect themselves from tear gas during a protest against the interim government in La Paz on Nov 15, 2019. — AFP 


