
Sunday, November 17, 2019

8
I n t e r n a t i o n a l

Australian survives 
croc attack by 
gouging its eye
CAIRNS: An Australian wildlife ranger has recount-
ed his terrifying escape from the clutches of a “par-
ticularly cunning” crocodile, after wrestling with the
reptile and sticking a finger in its eye. Craig
Dickmann, who made a split-second decision to go
fishing last Sunday in a remote part of Northern
Australia known as “croc country” last Sunday, said
a 2.8-metre (nine-foot) crocodile came up from
behind him as he was leaving the beach.

“As I’ve turned to go, the first thing I see is its
head just come at me,” he told reporters on Friday
from his hospital bed in the town of Cairns in
Queensland state. Dickmann said the animal latched
on to his thigh. “That noise will haunt me forever I
think, the sound of the snap of its jaws,” he said.
The 54-year-old said he wrestled with the croc on
the remote beach as it tried to drag him into the
water. Dickmann stuck his thumb into its eye, say-
ing it was the only “soft spot” he found on the “bul-
let-proof” animal.

“Their eyes retract a fair way and when you go
down far enough you can feel bone so I pushed as
far as I possibly could and then it let go at that
point,” Dickmann said. After a few minutes, he said
he managed to get on top of the croc and pin its
jaws shut. “And then, I think both the croc and I had
a moment where we’re going, ‘well, what do we do
now?’” Dickmann said he then pushed the croc away
from him and it slid back into the water. —AFP

PARIS: French “yellow vest” protesters began a
series of nationwide demonstrations yesterday in a
bid to show the government they can still muster
support on the first anniversary of their movement.
Numbers attending the protests and levels of vio-
lence have sharply diminished in recent months from
the height of  the movement, which began on
November 17 last year with a giant Paris protest that
drew almost 300,000 people.

But the yellow vests want the actions on Saturday
— their traditional day for protests — and also
Sunday — the anniversary day — to show President
Emmanuel Macron they remain a force to be reck-
oned with. “We’re here even if Macron doesn’t like
it” demonstrators chanted as they arrived on the out-
skirts of Paris yesterday, with others singing “Happy
Birthday”. Paris police reported 24 arrests by 10.50
AM (0950 GMT) after incidents involving police
using teargas and demonstrators setting fires.

Several metro stations were closed in the capital
and police were deployed in numbers, especially
along the Champs-Elysees, which was again closed
off to demonstrators following the ransacking of
shops that followed a protest last March. Police were
also stationed near government ministries. Around
200 demonstrations are planned, with authorities
expecting several thousand to rally in the capital.

This estimate includes a few hundred radical pro-
testers from the ultra-left and far-right, often behind
the worst scenes of mayhem. France has a long tradi-
tion of violent protest, but the ferocity of last win-
ter’s demonstrations and allegations of police brutal-
ity shocked the country. Officials said the magnitude
of the weekend protests is far from certain but
deputy interior minister Laurent Nunez noted a
“more pronounced interest” than in previous weeks,
and police would plan their deployment accordingly.

“There will be a significant mobilization but not on

the scale we saw in December and January at a
national level,” said a French security source, asking
not to be identified by name. “We are expecting a
difficult Saturday,” said the source, noting that pro-
testers “mobilize at the last minute in a bid to take us
by surprise”.

‘Still in the street’ 
A poll by the Elabe institute published Wednesday

said 55 percent of French people support or have
sympathy for the yellow vests, although 63 percent
said they do not want the protests to begin in
earnest again. The most prominent figures in the
movement, which has explicitly shunned any formal
leadership structure, acknowledge the declining
numbers but say the authorities’ response has not
been sufficient.

“We shouldn’t still need be on the street one year
on,” said Priscillia Ludosky, an entrepreneur whose
online petition against high fuel prices helped kick
off the movement. “It’s unfortunate there has been no
political response, but also to see that we are slightly
lacking energy in terms of mobilization,” she told the
Regards news site. The yellow vests — named for the
glow-in-the-dark waistcoats all French drivers must
carry in their cars — posed the biggest challenge to
Macron since he swept to power in 2017 on the back
of promises of sweeping change. They accused
Macron of being deaf to the troubles of ordinary
French people as he embarked on a major program
aimed at modernizing the country.

‘Cry of suffering’ 
Initially taken aback by the size and intensity of

the movement, Macron offered billions of euros in
state aid and tax breaks — and scrapped a planned
fuel  tax hike — whi le embarking on a “Great
National Debate” at town halls nationwide. He has
also tried to soften his sometimes abrasive style. Just

weeks before the protests erupted, Macron told a
25-year-old man looking for a job in Paris that “if I
crossed the street I’d find you one”.

“The yellow vests opened our eyes to the reality
for millions of people,” Economy Minister Bruno Le
Maire said on Friday, adding that the government
wanted to respond to this “cry of suffering”. Apart

from Paris, rallies are expected in cities including
Bordeaux, Lille and Toulouse, which have often
attracted thousands of people. The next major street
challenge to Macron, however, may not come from
the weekend’s protests but a strike called by unions
on December 5 to rally against his planned pension
reforms. —AFP

‘We’re here even if Macron doesn’t like it’

France’s yellow vests seek show 
of strength for first anniversary

PARIS: In this file photo taken on March 16, 2019 AFP photographer Zakaria Abdelkafi (C), injured during
clashes between riot police forces and Yellow Vest protesters, receives medical assistance on the
Champs-Elysees in Paris, on the 18th consecutive Saturday of demonstrations called by the ‘Yellow Vest’
(gilets jaunes) movement. —AFP

North Korea
slams Biden
SEOUL: North Korea launched a vis-
ceral diatribe against US Democratic
presidential candidate Joe Biden, call-
ing the former vice-president a “rabid
dog” — while also borrowing the ter-
minology of Donald Trump. Pyongyang
is renowned for its vitriol, but the ver-
bal deluge was unusually ferocious
even by its own standards.

Biden “had the temerity to dare
slander the dignity of the supreme
leadership of the DPRK”, the North’s
official KCNA news agency said late
Thursday, referring to the country by
its official name. “Rabid dogs like Biden
can hurt lots of people if  they are
al lowed to run about,” i t  went on.
“They must be beaten to death with a
stick. “Doing so will be beneficial for
the US also,” it added.

It was not immediately clear what
had provoked Pyongyang’s ire, but
Biden’s campaign on Friday seemed to
relish the attack. “It seems that murder-
ous dictator Kim Jong Un doesn’t like
me,” Biden said in a statement. “Add
him to the list of autocrats who don’t
want me to be president — right next
to Vladimir Putin. I wear their insults as
a badge of honor.”

Trump said that “he and Kim ‘fell in
love’ — well, there will be no love let-

ters in a Biden Administration”, the for-
mer vice president said. Biden, who
vowed not to “embrace dictators”, said
that Trump is “emboldening” the North
Korean leader. Kim “would love to see
Trump re-elected, as would the rest of
America’s adversaries. That’s just one
more reason it’s so important we beat
him next November”, Biden said.

Kim a ‘tyrant’ 
The Biden campaign earlier released

an ad condemning Trump’s foreign poli-
cy, saying that “dictators and tyrants
are praised, our allies pushed aside”.
The voiceover says the word “tyrants”
at the exact moment a picture appears
of Trump and Kim shaking hands at
their Singapore summit last year. KCNA
appeared to cite one of Trump’s favored
insults for the candidate — “Sleepy
Joe” — when it said Americans called
him “Biden not awakened from a sleep”.

Biden had shown “a sign of the final
stage of dementia”, KCNA added. “It
seems time has come for him to depart
his life.” KCNA misspelled the candi-
date’s name as “Baiden” throughout,
seemingly reflecting the spelling used
in the Korean alphabet. It is not the
first time the North has condemned
Biden. In May it called him an “imbe-
cile” and a “fool of low IQ” days after
he called Kim a “dictator” and “tyrant.” 

The North Korean rhetoric under-
scores its “impatience” with any criti-
cism of Kim, said Cheong Seong-
Chang, a senior researcher at the pri-

vate Sejong Institute. “Pyongyang has
always loathed hearing its leadership
labeled as tyrant or dictator by the
outside world,” he said. The invective
against Biden was “pretty high on the
scale”, North Korean propaganda spe-
cial ist  Mason Richey of Hankuk
University of Foreign Studies told AFP,
highlighting the multiple repetitions of
the “beating the dog” trope.

Trump himself has also been the
target of Pyongyang’s anger at times.
In 2017 the two leaders traded per-
sonal insults and threats of war before

the diplomatic rapprochement that has
seen them meet three times and Trump
repeatedly proclaim their personal
friendship, although nuclear negotia-
tions remain deadlocked. As tensions
mounted, Kim called Trump a “mental-
ly deranged US dotard” whom he
would “tame with fire”, while KCNA
also branded him a “rabid dog”.
KCNA used the same Korean word
previously translated as “dotard” in its
article Thursday, although the epithet
did not appear in the official English
version. —AFP

FRANKLIN: Democratic presidential hopeful former US Vice President Joe Biden
speaks with supporters after a town hall at the Proulx Community Center. —AFP

Trump issues 
pardons in US 
war crimes cases
WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump on Friday
pardoned a former soldier convicted of murder and a
Green Beret charged with killing a suspected Taliban
bomb-maker, defying warnings that the move would be an
abuse of the powers afforded him under the US
Constitution.

Trump dismissed a second degree murder conviction
against Army First Lieutenant Clint Lorance, who is six
years into a 19-year term for ordering soldiers in 2012 to
fire on three unarmed Afghan men on a motorcycle, two of
whom died. “Many Americans have sought executive
clemency for Lorance, including 124,000 people who have
signed a petition to the White House, as well as several
members of Congress,” said a White House statement
released Friday.

He also granted clemency to West Point graduate Matt
Golsteyn, an ex-member of the elite US Army Green

Berets, charged with premeditated murder in the shooting
death of an alleged Taliban bomb-maker in 2010. The
case prompted Trump to tweet that Golsteyn was a “US
military hero” who could face the death penalty “from our
own government.” The president also reversed the demo-
tion of Edward Gallagher, a 15-year Navy Seal accused of
stabbing to death a wounded teenage Islamic State pris-
oner in Iraq, and of other killings of civilians. Gallagher
was cleared of the most serious charges in July but was
convicted of posing with the slain fighter’s body in a
group picture with other SEALs. “Congratulations to
Navy Seal Eddie Gallagher, his wonderful wife Andrea,
and his entire family. You have been through much
together. Glad I could help!” Trump tweeted at the time.
“There are no words to adequately express how grateful
my family and I are to our president, Donald J. Trump, for
his intervention and decision,” Gallagher said in a state-
ment posted on Instagram. 

Retired Navy admiral James Stavridis was among
those who came out strongly against Trump’s reported
plans when he first revealed he was thinking of the par-
dons in May. “I commanded several of the servicemen
Trump may pardon,” the former NATO Supreme Allied
Commander wrote in Time magazine. “Letting them off
will undermine the military.” Such pardons would be “an

affront to the idea of good order and discipline and to the
idea of the rule of law” warned Democratic presidential
hopeful and Navy veteran Pete Buttigieg. Trump has
granted controversial pardons to a number of allies
including conservative commentator Dinesh D’Souza and
former Arizona sheriff Joe Arpaio. —ÅFP

Lithuania, Norway 
swap spies with 
Russia at border 
VILNIUS:  Russia  on Fr iday returned two
Lithuanians and a Norwegian convicted of espi-
onage to Vilnius whi le NATO and EU member
Lithuania freed two Russians jailed for spying in an
exchange reminiscent of the Cold War. Tensions
between Lithuania and Soviet-era master Russia
grew after the outbreak of the Ukraine crisis in
2014, triggering a string of espionage allegations on
both sides. 

Lithuanian President Gitanas Nauseda first par-
doned the two Russians jailed by Vilnius for spying,
prompting Moscow to announce it would respond
in kind. “Today, at midday, the exchange operation
was completed successfully,” Lithuanian intelli-
gence chief Darius Jauniskis told reporters in
Vilnius on Friday. “Lithuanian citizens Yevgeny
Mataitis and Arstidas Tamosaitis and Norwegian
c i t i zen  Frode Berg successfu l ly  returned to
Lithuania,” he said, adding that Berg was then
transferred to the Norwegian embassy in  the
Lithuanian capital. 

Jauniskis said Lithuania handed over the two par-
doned Russians, Nikolai Filipchenko and Sergei
Moisejenko, in the exchange at a Lithuanian border
crossing with the Russian exclave of Kaliningrad.
Russia’s SVR foreign intelligence agency director
Sergei Naryshkin had told news agencies that
Moscow would take “reciprocal measures” following
Lithuania’s pardon.—AFP

WASHINGTON DC: US President Donald Trump delivers
remarks in the Roosevelt Room at the White House. —AFP

Rebels in DR Congo
kill 14 civilians 
in revenge 
GOMA: Assailants in DR Congo have killed 14 civilians
in revenge for army offensives against Ugandan rebel
strongholds in the east of the country, a local official
said yesterday. The latest killings, which occurred in the
night from Friday to Saturday, take the total number of

those killed in revenge attacks in the past two weeks to
more than 30.

The attacks took place in two locations in the Beni
region of  the North Kivu province where the
Congolese army last month announced an offensive
to root out insurgents belonging to the Islamist-
inspired rebel group the Allied Democratic Forces
(ADF) — a militia of Ugandan origin that has long
operated in the border region. Beni administrator
Donat Kibwana said the attackers used machetes and
knives, and were believed to have gone on to loot
shops and homes.

The army said on October 30 it had launched “large-
scale operations”, including shelling and troop deploy-

ments, aimed at ridding the area of armed groups. But
the civilian death toll in ADF attacks has been rising,
and residents have accused the army of focusing their
efforts on the wrong areas. “It’s a complicated situation
because the population is the target of ADF revenge
attacks against army operations,” said Teddy Kataliko,
president of the Beni Civil Society.

The ADF, which has been present in Democratic
Republic of Congo since 1995, is accused of having
killed hundreds or even thousands of civilians in the
Beni region in the past five years. The Islamic State
jihadist group has claimed some of the ADF’s recent
attacks but there is no clear evidence of any affiliation
between them. —AFP


