
KUWAIT: Kuwait continued its humanitarian efforts
throughout the week, helping desperate, needy, and help-
less people around the world through several relief, aid,
and social programs, campaigns, and activities. Kuwait’s
Rahma International Society, an affiliate of Social Reform
Society (Eslah), organized a mass wedding for Syrian
refugees in Jordan. The event was part of the Kuwaiti
charity’s projects to support the refugees’ humanitarian
conditions in the region, said Waleed Al-Swailem, head of
Rahma International’s branches in Syrian and Jordan,.
“This mass wedding is Rahma’s fourth project organized
in cooperation with Sana Al-Khair Charitable Society, a
Kuwaiti-based women voluntary team,” Swailem noted.
The number of weddings in this project has amounted to
10 for male and female youngsters, most of whom were
orphans, he added. The Kuwaiti charity was keen to offici-
ate such matrimonial ceremonies, especially for people
who live in desperate situations, to help them achieve
emotional stability and facilitate their integration into soci-
ety, affirmed Swailem. Rahma follows a particular strategy
in its charitable work, with the aid of Kuwaiti philanthro-
pists, consisting of backing relief, social, educational,
health, and humanitarian activities, in general, to achieve
better living condition for the affected and weak, he said.
In the meantime, a number of newlywed young couples
praised the Kuwaiti people’s initiative to help them get
married and support their family lives amid “harsh” and
“difficult” living conditions that most premarital refugees
face. The mass wedding was held at one of Amman’s wed-
ding halls under auspices and attendance of Kuwaiti
Ambassador to Jordan Aziz Al-Daihani, officials of
Rahma’s branch in Jordan, and Sana Al-Khair team.

‘Winter Clothing’
Meanwhile, Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS)

kicked off its annual campaign, tagged ‘Winter Clothing,’
by distributing 236 winter clothing coupons, including
blankets and heaters, to 236 needy families inside Kuwait.
The winter clothes are being handed to KRCS-registered
families in order to alleviate their suffering and help them
as well, Meriam Al-Adsani, director of local aid depart-
ment at the society, stated to reporters on the sidelines of
the distribution process. KRCS handed the vouchers for
buying winter clothes in cooperation with one of the com-
mercial markets, Adsani noted, affirming the importance of
supporting needy families in facing the burdens of life
responsibility. She affirmed KRCS’ constant keenness to
back activities and programs that contribute to serving
the society and helping needy families, adding such
humanitarian actions reinforce the principle of joint con-
structive benevolence and cooperation, and the value of
social partnership and national strategy.

KRCS takes into consideration support and aid to
needy families, Adsani noted, adding it targets them at all
occasions with various assistances, particularly during reli-
gious and national festivals, winter seasons, and the holy
month of Ramadan. She called on philanthropists to donate
to the winter clothing campaign through the various avail-
able KRCS’ donation channels, including the society’s
headquarters and website. Adsani also praised all philan-
thropists, including individuals and private sectors, for their
renewed trust in KRCS each year, adding such a campaign
has great importance and positive impact on the feeling of
needy ones, especially with advent of winter season.

Global recognition
The Secretary General of the Norwegian Red Cross

Bernt Apeland praised meanwhile KRCS’s regional and
international efforts, as well as its partnerships with
humanitarian societies and organizations. Boosting
humanitarian initiatives and enhancing development proj-
ects contributed to strengthen Kuwait’s status and hoist its
humanitarian banner high on regional and international
levels, Apeland said after meeting with KRCS’ Chairman
Dr Hilal Al-Sayer and his accompanying delegation.
Kuwait’s humanitarian benevolence has also contributed in
highlighting its presence, through His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, the Kuwaiti
government and people, at regional and international are-

nas. Apeland stressed the importance of consolidating all
efforts toward promising and unique partnership to sup-
port relief and humanitarian action, pointing out an initia-
tive to launch an e-donate platform for national societies.
The humanitarian action has become a communication
bridge among people who face painful humanitarian cir-
cumstances, he said, affirming the importance of effective
partnerships, among world national societies, in respond-
ing to the humanitarian duty.

Sayer, in turn, said boosting partnership, exchanging
information, coordinating efforts, and benefiting from
humanitarian organizations’ expertise and strategies
became a main requirement, recalling the current humani-
tarian situations in Yemen, Syria, Somalia, and Sudan.
KRCS’ strategy stems from its constant urge to form part-
nerships with others in more professional and vital man-
ner, said Al-Sayer. Some of KRCS’ current partnerships
with world national societies, notably the International
Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies
(IFRC) and International Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC), reflect and bolster the concept of partnership in
several of its humanitarian projects. He also said that the
ongoing deterioration of humanitarian situations world-
wide requires collective humanitarian efforts and real
humanitarian partnerships that enhance humanitarian
action. Since its beginning and development in Kuwait, the
humanitarian action has become a main base for the coun-

try’s principles and policies through its various govern-
ment and public institutions that operate development,
humanitarian, and relief projects in various world coun-
tries, said Sayer.

Human rights
In the meantime, Chairman of Kuwait’s National Diwan

for Human Rights Ambassador Jassim Al-Mubarki under-
lined the Diwan’s role in protecting freedoms and rights of
people. The Diwan’s work is part of Kuwait’s continuous
humanitarian efforts around the world, Mubarki said on
the sidelines of his visit to Qatar. The Diwan also visits
prisons and shelters to monitor human rights and organize
seminars to promote the implementation of human rights
agreements, as well as bring awareness to society on this
matter, he noted. He also said his GCC tour aims at sharing
experience and boost cooperation in the human rights
field, affirming his country’s eagerness to implement other
Gulf States’ experience in the field. Moreover, the ambas-
sador said the Diwan consists of six committees con-
cerned with topics including human trafficking, women,
special needs people, complaints, civil and political rights
and children. 

Supporting UNRWA
Kuwait renewed its stance on continuing to support the

United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine
Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA), embodied last year
with a contribution of $50 million. This was brought up
during a speech by Kuwait at the UN General Assembly
Fourth Committee (C4), delivered by Diplomatic Attache
Ahmad Al-Duweesh. Kuwait provided UNRWA with an
additional donation of $five million during the current
year, Duweesh pointed out. He deeply appreciated all
UNRWA members for their strenuous efforts despite the
circumstances they were going through.

Duweesh commended them for harnessing all available
means to provide the necessary services to over 5.5 mil-
lion Palestinian refugees across its five fields of operation.

They believe in the solid foundations of Kuwait’s foreign
policy in supporting humanitarian issues and the pivotal
role played by UNRWA, renewing its mandate for another
three years, he said. He stressed continuing to support
UNRWA due to the positive indicators contained in the
report of UNRWA’s former Commissioner-General,
including the support by Kuwait when UNRWA faced the
most serious financial crisis in 2018 going from $446 mil-
lion to zero, and the financial discipline, which resulted in
financial savings estimated at $500 million in the past
years. The information received regarding the financial
constraints resulted in 50 students per semester and 100
daily patient visits to each doctor, making them more
determined to continue the support, he said.

Duweesh said that the support would contribute to
upgrading educational, health and relief services, along
with providing basic needs for Palestinian refugees. He
said that despite concerns over allegations made over
the past few months about suspicions against some of
the UN agency’s officials, the assurances of the
Secretary-General of the donor countries are appreciat-
ed. Duweesh wished that these suspicions would not
hinder the benefit of the Palestinian refugees from the
services provided by the UN agency.

On Wednesday, Kuwait announced voluntary contribu-
tions to a number of UN agencies, programs and funds
worth $6.4 million, reiterating continuing support for UN
humanitarian and development activities. This was
brought up during Kuwait’s speech delivered by
Diplomatic Attache Dhari Al-Faris at the UN Pledging
Conference for Development Activities. This will con-
tribute to creating the appropriate development ground
for developing countries in the implementation of the 2019
UN High-level Political Forum on Sustainable
Development (HLPF), showing determination in strength-
ening international cooperation to achieve sustainable
development in all ways by 2030, he mentioned.

Faris pointed out that Kuwait’s keenness to support
developing countries is in accordance with their needs,
cooperating with all development partners and strength-
ening international efforts to address existing and emerg-
ing development challenges. Since 2008, Kuwait has
channeled 10 percent of its total aid to the affected coun-
tries through UN agencies and organizations, and has
allocated $15 billion for 2015-2030 to finance develop-
ment projects in developing countries through Kuwait
Fund for Arab Economic Development (KFAED).

Donations included UN Relief and Works Agency for
Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA), the UN
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and the UN
Emergency Response Fund, he said. The contribution
includes the UN Development Program (UNDP) of
$570,000, in addition to $500,000 each to the Global
Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria and the
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
(OHCHR). He announced a voluntary grant of $500,000
to the Development Fund for the revitalized Resident
Coordinator system to ensure a successful transition.
Kuwait’s voluntary contribution to UNDP will be
deducted and divided for the years 2020-2021 and will
be allocated to the activities of the Resident

Coordinator in Kuwait, added Faris.

Syrian crisis
On Thursday, the CEO of the Al-Sham Humanitarian

Foundation Mohannad Othman praised the assistance
from humanitarian aid organizations in Kuwait for the
Syrian refugees and displaced people inside his country.
“As an organization we receive assistance from Kuwait aid
agencies to implement humanitarian aid projects inside
Syria as well as inside Turkey for the refugees. We work
through humanitarian aid agencies in Kuwait,” Othman
said on the sidelines of a major humanitarian aid exhibition
in Brussels. “Kuwait has been very supportive of providing
funds to this Syrian humanitarian crisis,” he said, noting
that Kuwait has hosted three international donor confer-
ences on Syria.”Kuwait has always been one of the coun-
tries and donor that provided support and assistance to
humanitarian organizations and agencies in Syria,” he said.

On Friday, a fourth humanitarian relief plane landed at
Khartoum Airport via Kuwait airlift, carrying nearly 10
tons of baby milk and medical aid to those affected by
heavy rain and torrents that recently wreaked havoc
across the country. The plane has been ordered under
directives of the Humanitarian Leader His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, to help
the Sudanese people face the burden caused by floods
and torrents disaster, Charge d’affaires of Kuwaiti
Embassy in Khartoum Abdulkareem Al-Mejaym said. The
plane is loaded with seven tons of medicines and other
medical supplies, in addition to three tons of baby milk
donated by Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS),
Mejaym added, affirming the Kuwait airlift will remain
active until the crisis ends in all around Sudan. Head of the
support committee at the Sovereignty Council of Sudan
Brigadier Musa Omar expressed his gratitude and appre-
ciation of the Kuwaiti leadership, government, and people
for their supportive stand by his country through gener-
ous and continued support. Three humanitarian relief
planes have previously landed in Sudan via the Kuwait air-
lift, carrying nearly 110 tons of Kuwaiti aid, Omar noted,
adding KRCS has donated $527,000 as a financial sup-
port to provide sheltering needs and health supplies for
those affected by the torrents and floods.

Also on Friday, Kuwait’s International Islamic Charity
Organization (IICO) delivered more than 62 tons of food
to Syrian refugees at two refugees’ camps in the city of
Duhok of Iraqi Kurdistan. The delivery process, began last
week as part of ‘Kuwait by your side’ campaign, was con-
ducted under the supervision of the Kuwaiti Consulate-
General in Irbil, distributing 2,068 food parcels to families
at Giwelan and Aaqra camps, said Ismail Abdulaziz, mem-
ber of the administrative commission at Barzani Charity
Foundation (BCF). The two camps house Syrian refugees
who have been residing the Kurdistan region for years, in
addition to new refugees who fled the recent violence in
northeastern Syria, said Abdulaziz. He reiterated his thanks
to Kuwait and its humanitarian institutions for providing all
sorts of aid to the refugees and internally displaces per-
sons in the Kurdistan region and Iraq in general, noting the
Kuwaiti food parcels are of quality-standard and filled
with the best quality food. — KUNA
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AMMAN: A group photo taken during a Kuwaiti-funded mass wedding organized for Syrian refugees in
Jordan. —KUNA

Winter clothing coupons distributed to 236 needy families inside Kuwait 

Refugees’ mass wedding highlights
Kuwait’s week of humanitarian action 

KFH program
to qualify tech,
digital banking
leaders 
KUWAIT: Kuwait Finance House (KFH)
has launched a training program to qualify
and train future leaders in the field of tech-
nology, digital banking, products and
technical developments in Fintech. This
program is in line with KFH’s future orien-
tations, reflects its interests and many suc-
cesses in this respect and serves its plans
and strategies to promote digitization in all
its activities. The trainees were selected
from among the most distinguished

Kuwaitis and the first graduates who have
Technology degree.

With the participation of 11 outstanding
young Kuwaitis, the program is the first of
its kind in the banking sector in the GCC
and the Middle East. It is also part of the
‘Forsa’ project, which includes more than
30 training programs and workshops on
the use of information technology in the
banking sector and its latest develop-
ments, including artificial intelligence,
blockchain, cybersecurity, banking robot-
ics and others. The two-year program also
includes field visits to the world’s Tech
giants, such as Google, Amazon and
Oracle in the Silicon Valley, US, as well as
10-day visits to laboratories of the largest
American universities in digital transfor-
mation studies such as Berkeley University
in California.

The program includes field training in
KFH’s departments and subsidiaries, such
as the award winning bank, KFH-Turkey

which has gone a long way in developing
many tech innovations, products and serv-
ices. The trainees will also visit global
companies such as Microsoft, Facebook,
Tesla, Apple and other world renowned
leading brands in the field of technology
and electronic services.

Group Chief Human Resources officer
at KFH, Frederick Carstens, said that KFH
is keen to train and develop its employees,
especially the young Kuwaiti talents
through such a program which is designed
to suit the digital transformation phase
that KFH is going through. He explained
that the strategic objective of such KFH
training programs is to raise the employ-
ees` level of performance to keep up with
international standards and provide them
with the expertise, skills and knowledge
regarding the advanced banking system,
adding that these programs enrich the
experience of the employee, and raise the
leadership spirit of the young Kuwaiti.

KUWAIT: To reiterate the importance of
early diabetic detection, Al-Ahli Bank of
Kuwait (ABK) recently hosted sessions  for
staff at its headquarters in Kuwait. Through a
series of engaging events and activities ABK
encouraged dialogue in support of World
Diabetes Day. Dalal Al-Nukhailan from Dalal
Impact Nutrition Consultation Services, a
home-grown pioneering organization, dis-
cussed the importance of nutrition and fitness
as part of preventing diabetes. The employees
participated in informative and interactive
sessions that aimed not only to increase
awareness of the dangers of diabetes, but

encourage healthy habits to help combat the
disease. 

Through a series of interactive games, com-
petitive activities and rewards, employees
enjoyed a fun and educational day. To ensure
continuation, staff were presented with special
discounts for diabetes testing at  Dalal Impact
Company and Royale Hayat Hospital. Employee
health is a key focus for ABK, who firmly believe
that a healthy and happy workforce brings suc-
cess within  an organization. By spearheading
initiatives to support employee wellbeing ABK
is investing in their most valuable asset, their
employees. 

ABK raises early diabetes
detection awareness


