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KUWAIT: Health Ministry Assistant Undersecretary for
Allied Medical Services Affairs Dr Fawaz Al-Rifae said the
long-term plan the health ministry started a long time ago
to qualify Kuwaitis of both genders resulted in qualifying a
large number of doctors, whether
from Kuwait University’s medical
college or from abroad.

Rifae, who spoke to journalists
on the sidelines of the opening cer-
emony of the surgery week in
Kuwait, which included four con-
ferences, said the conferences
were highly professional with the
participation of an elite group of
specialists both from Kuwait and
abroad. He said it is very important
to concentrate on female doctors,
because they now represent a large group of graduates in
the country, adding they greatly contribute to enhancing
health services in the country. Rifae said the health min-
istry does not spare any effort in introducing the most
modern medical equipment and anything that is beneficial

for the health of citizens and expats.
Meanwhile, Head of Kuwait Association of Surgeons Dr

Salman Al-Sabah said 3,000 bariatric surgeries in govern-
ment hospitals and 2,000 in the private sector are con-
ducted annually, adding that the health ministry has com-
pleted a national register of obesity surgeries. “We are

looking forward to a national
register for accidents due to the
high rate of deaths of those
under 40 due to accidents,” he
added. He said the registers are
used to compile statistics and
compare results with those
around the world, and hoped the
national register includes the
private sector soon.

Salman said the conferences
focused on the future of surgery
and a large number of experts

contributed to them, with a concentration on female sur-
geons. He added reality shows that a large number of
Kuwait University College of Medicine graduates are
female, adding that the role of the association is to attract
them to practice as surgeons.
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Kuwait’s envoy
to Canada hands
in credentials 
WASHINGTON: Kuwaiti Ambassador to Canada Reem
Al-Khaled handed in her credentials to the Governor-
General of Canada Julie Payette, said a statement yester-
day. Ambassador Reem Al-Khaled commended the
strong relations linking Kuwait and Canada, revealing
that diplomatic relations have been going strong for
around 50 years. The Kuwaiti diplomat conveyed warm
greetings from His Highness the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to Governor-
General Payette, affirming that both leadership were
eager to bolster relations on all levels. — KUNA

Governor-General of Canada Julie Payette with the staff of Kuwait’s embassy.

Kuwait’s delegation at the NATO.
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KUWAIT: A group photo on the sidelines of the event. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

NATO, Kuwait
partnership
‘moves forward’
BRUSSELS: A high-level delegation from various min-
istries and the armed forces of the State of Kuwait visited
NATO Headquarters on November 11-14 to share views on
their partnership with NATO and discuss the way ahead
through the renewal of the NATO-Kuwait Individual
Partnership and Cooperation Program. According to a
NATO announcement titled “NATO and Kuwait move their
long-standing partnership forward,” posted on its website
Thursday evening, the Kuwait delegation was headed by
Ambassador Jassem Al-Budaiwi, Head of the Mission of the
State of Kuwait to NATO and Sheikh Fawaz Al-Sabah,

Assistant Undersecretary at the National Security Bureau
of Kuwait (NSB). NATO was represented by Giovanni
Romani, Head of the NATO Middle East and North Africa
Section of the Political Affairs and Security Policy Division
and included representatives from other divisions of
NATO’s International Staff and International Military Staff.
During the visit, the Kuwaiti delegation also discussed the
review and planning of the activities of the NATO-ICI
(Istanbul Cooperation Initiative) Regional Centre and held
talks with representatives from the other Gulf Cooperation
Council states, it said. The NATO-ICI Regional Centre is
based in Kuwait and was inaugurated in 2017. Activities at
the NATO-ICI Regional Centre are open to all member
countries of the Istanbul Cooperation Initiative, Saudi
Arabia, Oman and the Gulf Cooperation Council, it noted.
More than 900 representatives from Istanbul Cooperation
Initiative (ICI) and Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) have
been trained and participated at the Centre since its inau-
guration in 2017, it added. — KUNA


