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Defense, interior ministers in 
public row over alleged graft

Sheikh Khaled outraged after Sheikh Nasser refers him to prosecution
By B Izzak

KUWAIT: In a rare event,
the defense and interior
ministers clashed in public
yesterday by issuing state-
ments attacking each other.
The clash came just two
days after the government
resigned over al leged
infighting among its mem-
bers and after lawmakers
filed no-confidence motions
against two ministers follow-
ing grillings, one of them
against the interior minister.

Interior Minister Sheikh
Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah
was the defense minister
between 2013 and 2016 and
became interior minister after
the appointment of Sheikh
Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah in late 2017 as defense
minister. In his statement posted on the
army’s Twitter account, Sheikh Nasser said
he referred discovered embezzlements of
KD 240 million from the Kuwaiti army
fund when Sheikh Khaled was the minister.

Sheikh Nasser also said he has referred
to the public prosecution Sheikh Khaled

himself and five top defense min-
istry officials over the alleged
embezzlements. He said he had
asked the prime minister to take
action against the embezzlements
and that he stopped attending
meetings of the Cabinet until the
action was taken.

He said Prime Minister Sheikh
Jaber Al-Muabrak Al-Sabah
eventually responded by setting
an investigation committee to
probe the allegations. Sheikh
Nasser however said this was not
satisfactory to him and accord-
ingly sent the issue to the public
prosecution. The defense minister
also said the resignation of the
Cabinet was not to give time to
allow reshuffling the Cabinet but
to avoid answering questions
over the graft in the army fund.

The interior minister lashed
back by saying that he had felt

great pain over the leaks on social media
that contained unfounded and unsubstan-
tiated accusations that undermined his
reputation and the image of his family,
adding “loyal Kuwaitis” do not do so. The
minister insisted that he did not change

Continued on Page 24

By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: A new world record for the
world’s ‘largest gardening lesson’ was set at
Shaheed Park yesterday during an event host-
ed by HGTV and beIN. The event showed the
great interest of the local community in gar-
dening and planting. Despite long queues,

participants waited patiently for over an hour
to get to the area prepared for them to attend
the gardening lesson. All participants had reg-
istered in advance, which was open to people
of all nationalities and ages.   

Led by influential gardening expert
Alzainah Al-Babtain, 286 participants were
taught the essentials on growing their own

organic produce for a healthier home and diet
and debunked myths surrounding gardening
in Kuwait, helping to inspire residents to get
their hands dirty all year round.

Ahmed Gamal Gabr, official adjudicator
from Guinness World Records, the global
authority on record-breaking 
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Green thumbs set record for ‘largest gardening lesson’

KUWAIT: Participants set a new world record for the world’s ‘largest gardening lesson’ at Shaheed Park yesterday. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Sheikh Nasser

Sheikh Khaled

KUWAIT: Officials from the health ministry and Johnson & Johnson sign an
agreement during the surgical week organized by the Kuwait Association of
Surgeons. (See Page 3)

TEHRAN: One person was killed and others
injured in protests that spread yesterday
across Iran after a surprise decision to impose
petrol price hikes and rationing in the sanc-
tions-hit country. The death Friday occurred
in the central city of Sirjan, where protesters
tried to set a fuel depot ablaze but were
thwarted by security forces, the semi-official
ISNA news agency reported. Demonstrations
broke out hours after it was announced the
price of petrol would be increased by 50 per-
cent for the first 60 litres and 300 percent for
anything above that each month.

“Unfortunately someone was killed,”
Sirjan’s acting governor Mohammad
Mahmoudabadi said, adding it was stil l
unclear if the civilian had been “shot or not”.
“Security forces did not have permission to
shoot and were only allowed to fire warning
shots... which they did,” ISNA quoted him as

saying. It was a “calm gathering” exploited by
some who “destroyed public property, dam-
aged fuel stations and also wanted to access
the oil company’s main fuel depots and set
fire to them”, he added.

Besides Sirjan, “scattered” protests were
also held Friday in other cities including
Abadan, Ahvaz, Bandar Abbas, Birjand,
Gachsaran, Khoramshahr, Mahshahr,
Mashhad and Shiraz, state news agency
IRNA said. Some “rioters” in Ahvaz torched a
bank and in Khoramshahr “suspicious and
unknown armed individuals” opened fire and
injured a number of people, state television’s
website said. In other cities, protests were
mostly limited to blocking traffic and were
over by midnight, it added.

Police fired tear gas at protesters in some
cities, state television said, without specifying
when. It accused “hostile media” of trying to
use fake news and videos on social media to
exaggerate protests as “large and extensive”.
Prosecutor general Mohammad Jafar
Montazeri laid the blame for incidents on a
“few disruptors” whose actions showed they
opposed the system.

But fresh demonstrations were held yester-
day in the cities of Doroud, Garmsar, Gorgan,

Ilam, Karaj, Khoramabad, Mehdishahr,
Qazvin, Qom, Sanandaj, Shahroud and Shiraz,
IRNA said. “Some drivers have protested the
new petrol price by turning off their cars and
creating traffic jams,” it added. Iran imposed
petrol rationing and raised pump prices by at
least 50 percent from Friday, saying the move
was aimed at helping needy citizens.

The measure was expected to generate
300 trillion rials ($2.55 billion) per annum, the
authorities said. About 60 million Iranians
would receive payments ranging from
550,000 rials ($4.68) for couples to slightly
more than two million rials ($17.46) for fami-
lies of five or more. Under the scheme, drivers
with fuel cards would pay 15,000 rials (13 US
cents) a litre for the first 60 litres of petrol
bought each month, with each additional litre
costing 30,000 rials.

Fuel cards were first introduced in 2007
with a view to reforming the subsidies sys-
tem and curbing large-scale smuggling.
Iran’s economy has been battered since
May last  year when President Donald
Trump unilaterally withdrew the US from a
2015 nuclear agreement and reimposed
crippling sanctions.
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One dead as 
petrol protests 
spread in Iran 

Mild quake jolts Kuwait

KUWAIT: A 3.4-
magnitude quake
jolted the northern
Rawdatain area at
9:19 pm on Friday,
the national seismo-
logical network, an
affiliate of Kuwait
Institute for Scientific
Research (KISR),
reported. The epi-
center of the quake was three kilometers underground, the
network’s supervisor Abdullah Al-Enzi said. “Some residents
felt the quake in Abdaly; it was followed by aftershocks
ranging in magnitude between 1.2 and 2.2 degrees,” he
added.  — KUNA

Heavy snow hits Tehran 

TEHRAN: Heavy snowfall blanketed the streets of
north Tehran yesterday, causing traffic chaos and
forcing the closure of schools, authorities in the
Iranian capital said. Crews of municipal workers
were battling to clear roads and pavements in parts
of the capital, where snow began falling at the start
of the morning rush hour and continued through
the day. — AFP

WASHINGTON: A US ambassador ousted by Donald
Trump told a riveting impeachment hearing Friday she
felt intimidated by the president, after he launched an
extraordinary real-time attack midway through her tes-
timony to Congress. Testifying under oath before a
national television audience, Marie Yovanovitch cut a
resolute figure as she was grilled for five hours on her
fraught dealings with Trump allies she accuses of
undermining US foreign policy in Ukraine.

The 33-year diplomatic veteran earned a standing
ovation from the public at the conclusion of her
marathon testimony, during which spoke in personal
terms about how she was subjected to a “painful”
smear campaign before being abruptly pulled from
Kiev. Setting the scene less than an hour into the hear-
ing, the president erupted spectacularly on Twitter with
an attack on the highly-regarded former envoy.

“Everywhere Marie Yovanovitch went turned bad,”
he wrote. Asked what effect Trump’s tweet might have
on her and other witnesses, Yovanovitch appeared
unnerved. “It’s very intimidating,” she told the panel. “I
can’t speak to what the president is trying to do but I
think the effect is to be intimidating.” On a momentous
day on Capitol Hill, another official provided damning
closed-door testimony to impeachment
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Trump ‘intimidating’ 
to ex-envoy as new 
call details revealed 

VENICE: Venice was on alert for more floods and
fierce winds yesterday after an exceptionally high tide
swamped the city of canals, where authorities have
declared a state of emergency. Mayor Luigi Brugnaro
ordered the iconic St Mark’s Square closed on Friday
as the latest sea surge struck with strong storms and
winds battering the region.

The square was open again yesterday, but the city
forecast a high water of 160 cm for today, lower than
Tuesday’s high of 187 cm but still dangerous. Civil pro-
tection authorities downgraded a weather “red alert”
for the Venice region to orange, with yesterday’s mid-
day high forecast to be a manageable 105 cm.

Churches, shops and homes in the city, a UNESCO
World Heritage site, have been inundated by unusually
intense “acqua alta”, or high water, which on Tuesday
hit its highest level in half a century. “We’ve destroyed
Venice, we’re talking about one billion (euros) in dam-
age,” Brugnaro said.

The Italian football team travelled to Venice yester-
day to show solidarity with the stricken city. “On behalf
of the whole team, we stand close to the city of Venice,”
said Italy goalkeeper Gianluigi Donnarumma. The
Italian football federation delegation visited several
businesses damaged by the flooding, and chatted with
Venetians, volunteers and police. “Venice will overcome

Venice braced 
for more floods, 
strong winds 

VENICE: People walk in a street with clothes hanging on
top in this flood-hit city yesterday. — AFP 

this too. Like an athlete who suffers a serious injury and
then gets up again,” said delegation chief and former
Azzurri international Gianluca Vialli.

The crisis has prompted the government to release
€20 million ($22 million) in funds to tackle the devasta-
tion. Surveying the damage, Culture Minister Dario
Franceschini warned the task of repairing the city
would be huge. More than 50 churches had suffered
damage, he said.

Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte declared a state of
emergency for the city on Thursday. Residents whose
houses have been hit are eligible for up to €5,000 in
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