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INDORE: Mohammed Shami led an inspired
pace attack to give India the opening day hon-
ours after they bundled out Bangladesh for 150
in the first Test yesterday. Shami claimed three
wickets, while fellow quicks Ishant Sharma and
Umesh Yadav took two apiece to pack off the
tourists early in the final session in Indore.

India were 86 for one at stumps after Rohit
Sharma was caught behind off paceman Abu
Jayed for six. Mayank Agarwal, on 37, and
Cheteshwar Pujara, on 43, put on an unbeaten
72-run stand to see off the day’s play. Agarwal
survived a reprieve on 32 when Imrul Kayes
dropped an easy chance at slip off Abu. Pujara
looked solid in his 61-ball stay so far as he hit
seven boundaries.

But it was the Indian bowlers who stood out
after Bangladesh skipper Mominul Haque
elected to bat on a green wicket at the start of
the two-match series. Yadav, Sharma and Shami
took wickets in the morning session before
Mushfiqur, who top-scored with 43, and Haque
put on 68 for the fourth wicket.

Spinner Ravichandran Ashwin broke the
stand after getting Mominul bowled for 37. It
was his 250th wicket in home Tests, and he
added to the tally by then bowling Mahmudullah
for 10. Shami ended Mushfiqur’s resistence and
struck on successive deliveries to stop the
Bangladesh tail from wagging.

Shami bowled Mushfiqur and then trapped
new man Mehidy Hasan lbw, prompting the um-
pires to break for tea. Taijul Islam then played
out Shami’s hat-trick ball after the break, but
was later run out for one. Yadav cleaned up Eba-
dat Hossain to wrap up the innings in 58.3 overs.

At the start, Bangladesh endured three maid-
ens before getting their first run through Imrul,
but he managed just five more before becoming
the first wicket. Sharma struck in the next over

to send Shadman Islam back to the pavilion, also
for six. Batting remained tough for Mominul and
Mohammed Mithun, who was trapped lbw for 13
by Shami finding swing and seam movement. It
could have been worse for Bangladesh had India
not been sloppy in the field.

Rahane, who spilled three chances at first
slip, dropped Mominul when he had made only
three, and Mushfiqur survived when put down

by skipper Virat Kohli at third slip.
Bangladesh, who lost the preceding Twenty20
series 2-1, had a troubled build-up when star
player and captain Shakib Al Hasan was
banned for two years, with one year sus-
pended, for failing to report approaches by
bookmakers. The series is Bangladesh’s first in
the new world Test championship currently led
by India. — AFP

Shami-led pace pack puts India 
on top in Bangladesh Test

Bangladesh 1st innings
Shadman Islam c Saha b Sharma 6
Imrul Kayes c Rahane b Yadav 6
Mominul Haque b Ashwin 37
Mohammed Mithun lbw b Shami 13
Mushfiqur Rahim b Shami 43
Mahmudullah b Ashwin 10        
Liton Das c Kohli b Sharma 21
Mehidy Hasan lbw b Shami 0
Taijul Islam run out (Jadeja/Saha) 1
Abu Jayed not out 7
Ebadat Hossain b Yadav 2
Extras (lb3, w1) 4
Total (all out, 58.3 overs) 150
Fall of wickets: 1-12 (Imrul), 2-12 (Shadman),
3-31 (Mithun), 4-99 (Mominul), 5-115 (Mah-
mudullah), 6-140 (Mushfiqur), 7-140
(Mehidy), 8-140 (Liton), 9-148 (Taijul), 10-
150 (Ebadat)
Bowling: Ishant 12-6-20-2, Yadav 14.3-3-47-
2, Shami 13-5-27-3 (w1), Ashwin 16-1-43-2,
Jadeja 3-0-10-0.

India 1st innings
M. Agarwal not out 37
R. Sharma c Liton b Abu 6
C. Pujara not out 43
Total (1 wicket, 26 overs) 86
To bat: V. Kohli, A. Rahane, R. Ashwin, R.
Jadeja, W. Saha, U. Yadav, I. Sharma, M. Shami
Fall of wicket: 1-14 (Rohit)
Bowling: Ebadat 11-2-32-0, Abu 8-0-21-1,
Taijul 7-0-33-0.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard at stumps on the opening day of
the first Test between India and angladesh in
Indore yesterday:
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INDORE: India’s cricketer Mohammed Shami celebrates with captain Virat Kohli after the dis-
missal of Bangladesh’s Mushfiqur Rahim during the first day of the first Test cricket match be-
tween India and Bangladesh at the Holkar Cricket Stadium in Indore yesterday. — AFP

Pucovski out of Test
contention with
mental health issues
SYDNEY: Young batting prodigy Will Pucovski
pulled out of contention for a place in Australia’s
Test team to play Pakistan yesterday as he con-
tinues to battle mental health issues. The 21-
year-old informed management of his decision
during Australia A’s three-day clash against Pak-
istan in Perth, which ended in a draw Wednesday
and was seen as a “bat-off” with at least two Test
spots up for grabs. Pucovski scored five in his
only knock.

“We applaud Will for having the courage to dis-
cuss his situation with team management in Perth,”
said Cricket Australia’s head of national teams Ben
Oliver. “Will’s decision not to nominate for Test se-
lection was the right one in the circumstances and
one that everyone in the Australian cricket family
supports.”

The first Test starts next week in Brisbane, with

Australia’s squad due to be announced later yester-
day. Pucovski’s decision comes just days after mid-
dle-order batsman Nic Maddinson withdrew from
the Australia A match for similar reasons.

That move came after short-format specialist
Glenn Maxwell opted to take a “short” break from
cricket to deal with similar challenges. Pucovski, who
announced himself with a superb 243 for Victoria
against Western Australia last season, has a history
of mental health battles.

Following that double century, he took a long
break and later told reporters: “It was one of
those things where what it looked like from the
outside wasn’t quite matching up with what it was
on the inside.”

“I was more confused than at any other time in my
life,” he added. He seemed to recover and was para-
chuted into the Australia squad in January for two
home Tests against Sri Lanka, but did not play and
was released during the second Test as he continued
to struggle with his mental health.

“Cricket Australia has committed to being open
about the challenges faced in managing mental
health,” Alex Kountouris, Cricket Australia’s sports
science and sports medicine manager, said yesterday.
“We are putting player wellbeing first and support-
ing them unconditionally.” — AFP

Oosthuizen leads 
at ‘Africa’s Major’
SUN CITY:  Home favourite Louis Oosthuizen produced a stunning birdie
blitz to card a faultless nine-under-par 63 for a three-shot lead after the
first round of the European Tour’s Nedbank Golf Challenge yesterday.

Former Open champion Oosthuizen, seeking his maiden title in the
tournament regarded as ‘Africa’s Major’, turned in 32 and roared on with
four birdies in his first five holes on the back nine as he burst clear of the
field in search of a 10th European Tour win.

His round was made more remarkable by the fact that he missed
Wednesday’s Pro-Am tournament with kidney stones and was still unsure
whether he would compete after waking up yesterday morning.

The South African leads at the Gary Player Country Club by three
shots from Belgian Thomas Detry, who overcame a bogey six on the
second hole to card seven birdies in a round of 66. Italian Guido
Migliozzi set the early pace with six birdies on his front nine to turn in
30, but found it tough heading back to the clubhouse with bogies on
the par-three 12th, and par-four 15th and 17th. He finished the first
round in third following a 67.

Defending champion Lee Westwood is a further shot back after a
bogey-free 68, the same score as veteran South African Ernie Els, who
also carded four birdies. The Nedbank Golf Challenge is the penultimate
tournament in the 2019 Race to Dubai, whose leader, Austrian Bernd
Wiesberger, carded an opening round 71 for tied 25th. — Reuters


