
Chinese tourists say 

‘I do’ to Serbia

Friday, November 15, 2019L i f e s t y l e  |  Fe a t u r e

Friday24

Chinese tourists wear traditional dresses as they take part in a Serbian wedding show for tourists in an ethno village Gostoljublje, near
central Serbian town of Kosjeric, 80 km south of capital Belgrade. — AFP  photos

A“bride” in a pretty white dress and trainers runs
through a field, her long white veil fluttering be-
hind and her “groom” in hot pursuit.   It’s not a

scene from the Hollywood hit “Runaway Bride” but a tra-
ditional Serbian wedding ceremony-only with most of
the roles played by Chinese tourists. Enticed by visa-
free travel and low costs compared to Western Europe,
the Chinese have been coming to Serbia in their droves. 

The landlocked Balkan state is now one of the fastest-
growing destinations in Europe for Chinese travelers,
topping the charts last year, and has been rolling out the
red carpet. From Chinese restaurants, to street signs in
Mandarin, infrastructure has quickly sprung up. Chinese
police were even dispatched to the streets of Belgrade
in the summer to help communicate with their compa-
triots, a program also piloted in other European cities. 

And in rural western Serbia, locals in the small, pic-
turesque holiday village of Gostoljublje have also found
a way to claim a slice of the pie. Zeljko Sredic, who owns
the resort of wooden holiday homes, lays on a full Ser-
bian wedding experience, without actually getting
hitched. “We chose to do weddings because they include
all the customs: the culture of cuisine, song, dance, cos-
tumes and so on,” he told AFP. Against rolling hills and
farmland, the wedding extravaganza has been wooing
the Chinese in particular since it began two years ago.

Costumes and dancing    
On a recent Saturday, two busloads of tourists mostly

from Shanghai were welcomed with folk music and
drawn into a traditional circular “kolo” dance by their
Serbian hosts. “They always want something unusual,
something different and this is definitely something you
cannot find in agencies that have typical tours to offer,”
Katarina Jovancic, the group’s Serbian guide, said on the
sidelines of the dancing. Next, the women were given
traditional white aprons, while men donned boat-shaped
peasant caps and were cast in their “wedding” roles.

Peals of laughter erupted as they were led through a
series of rural traditions, including shooting an apple,
riding up a hillside in a horse-drawn carriage and “bar-
gaining” a price for the bride. To everyone’s surprise, the
Chinese bride put her own stamp on the ceremony by
heading for the hills before she was “caught” by the
groom, played by a local Serb.   The celebration wrapped
up with food and drink, though some of Serbia’s dairy-
heavy dishes, such as the creamy cheese known as kaj-
mak, were dropped to accommodate Chinese tastes.
“We wanted to offer authentic Serbian cuisine, but it
turned out that it was not realistic,” Sredic said.

China’s best friend
Of the 1.2 million people who visited Serbia in the first


