
LA PAZ: Bolivia’s interim president Jeanine
Anez moved Wednesday to fill the power vac-
uum left by the resignation of Evo Morales, who
said he was ready to return from exile in Mexico
to “pacify” the country, as riot police clashed
with his supporters and one was killed. Anez, a
52-year-old deputy senate speaker before pro-
claiming herself acting president on Tuesday —
a move endorsed by the Constitutional Court —
named 11 cabinet ministers and appointed a new
military high command.

In a press conference at the presidential
palace, she reiterated a pledge to “hold elections
in the shortest possible time.” Anez named for-
mer diplomat Karen Longari as foreign minister,
and a right-wing senator, Arturo Murillo, as min-
ister for the interior. Her economy minister Jose
Luis Parada worked for the local government in
the wealthy eastern province of Santa Cruz, an
opposition bastion. Rejecting Morales’ claims
that her presidency amounted to a coup, she
said: “There is no coup in Bolivia. There is a con-
stitutional replacement.”

“The only coup d’Etat in this country has
been by Evo Morales,” she said, referring to a
2016 referendum that blocked the ex-president
from running for re-election, but which Morales
had overturned by the Constitutional Court. Riot
police fired tear gas during clashes with hun-
dreds of Morales’ supporters who marched to-
wards the presidential palace to protest Anez’s
appointment. A 20-year-old man was shot and
killed in a village near the eastern city of Santa

Cruz during a clash between Morales supporters
and police, a doctor said.

Pro-Morales demonstrations 
Bolivia has been in political turmoil since a

controversial October 20 election in which
Morales was awarded a fourth term as president.
Opposition figures cried foul, claiming electoral
fraud, and an audit by the Organization of Amer-
ican States (OAS) found clear evidence of vote
count manipulation. Ten people have now died
and more than 400 have been injured in the
protests, according to prosecutors. A previous
toll put the number of deaths at eight.

On Wednesday, demonstrations took place in
Morales strongholds of El Alto, around 20 kilo-
meters (nine miles) from La Paz, and El Chapare,
a coca-growing region in the center of the coun-
try. The La Paz clashes took place three blocks
from the presidential palace, where Anez was
presiding over the appointments of the new mil-
itary top brass.

Anez praised the “democratic disposition of
the Armed Forces and police” who abandoned
Morales last weekend, prompting him to resign
on Sunday after weeks of protests. Police units
in various parts of the country had rebelled on
Friday, siding with opposition supporters. On
Wednesday, troops tried to remove barricades
on the main highway linking two of the country’s
biggest cities, Santa Cruz and Cochabamba,
amid efforts to resume business as usual after
three weeks of protests and strikes brought

much of the country to a halt.
Public transport services in La Paz were re-

turning to normal on Wednesday, and bank and
businesses reopening. “We are doing everything
possible to bring everything back to normal,”
said police chief, General Yuri Calderon. He said
dozens of small police stations had been ran-
sacked and burned by pro-Morales supporters
in the wake of the ex-president’s resignation.

Morales ‘ready to return’ 
“If the people ask me, we are ready to return

to pacify” Bolivia, Morales told a news confer-
ence in Mexico City, where he arrived Tuesday
after receiving political asylum. Morales, who
became the country’s first indigenous president
in 2006 and ruled for nearly 14 years, resigned
Sunday and fled Bolivia after losing the support
of the army and police. — AFP 
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LA PAZ: A Bolivian indigenous woman is seen on the pathway from El Alto to La Paz. — AFP 

Second Ebola
vaccine 
introduced
in DR Congo
GOMA: The Democratic Republic of
Congo yesterday introduced a second
vaccine to fight a 15-month-old epidemic
of Ebola in the east of the country, Doc-
tors Without Borders (MSF) said. The
new vaccine, produced by a Belgian sub-
sidiary of Johnson & Johnson, will be ad-
ministered to about 50,000 people over
four months, the charity said.

More than a quarter of a million peo-
ple, many of them frontline health work-
ers, have been immunized with another
anti-Ebola vaccine in a program begun
last year. The epidemic began in August
2018 in the province of North Kivu be-
fore spreading to neighboring Ituri and
South Kivu — a remote and largely law-
less region bordering Uganda, Rwanda
and Burundi. The notorious hemorrhagic
virus has so far killed 2,193 people, ac-
cording to the latest official figures. It is
the DRC’s 10th Ebola epidemic and the
second deadliest on record after an out-

break that struck West Africa in 2014-16,
claiming more than 11,300 lives.

Two-dose vaccine 
Fifteen people received an injection of

the new vaccine in MSF facilities in the
North Kivu capital of Goma early yester-
day, a spokeswoman for the charity said.
The formula is administered in two doses
at 56-day intervals, and those who have
received the vaccine have been reminded
to return for the second shot, she said. 

The disease’s epicenter is about 350
kilometers north of Goma, a sprawling
urban hub of between one and two mil-
lion people on the border with Rwanda.
Four Ebola cases were recorded in the
city in July and August, sparking fears
the virus could spin out of control in a
chaotic, mobile environment. Efforts to
combat Ebola in eastern DR Congo have
been hampered by militia violence and
local resistance to preventative meas-
ures, care facilities and safe burials. 

Health workers have been attacked
300 times, leaving six people dead and
70 wounded since the start of the year.
Despite these problems, statistics point
to a downward trend. The health ministry
late Wednesday said it had recorded four
new cases of Ebola but no deaths, while
508 suspected cases were being moni-
tored. “In its current phase, the epidemic
is not urban but has become rural,” Pro-
fessor Jean-Jacques Muyemebe, in

charge of coordinating the anti-Ebola
fight, said last month. “We have to track
it down, force it into a corner and elimi-
nate it,” he said.

Novel vaccines 
The new J&J vaccine was initially re-

jected by DRC’s former health minister
Oly Ilunga, who cited the risks of intro-
ducing a new product in communities
where mistrust of Ebola responders is
already high. But Ilunga’s resignation in
July appears to have paved the way for
approval of the second vaccine. He cur-
rently faces charges that he embezzled
Ebola funds. Both vaccines are novel
formulas that, when they were intro-
duced, had been tested for safety but
were unlicensed, meaning that they had
yet to achieve formal approval from drug
authorities.

The first vaccine, rVSV-ZEBOV, has
been given to 251,079 people, according
to figures released late Wednesday.
Manufactured by the US laboratory
Merck Sharpe and Dohme (MSD), the
vaccine was licensed by the European
Commission last week. It is being mar-
keted under the brand name of Ervebo.
On Tuesday, the World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) announced it had “prequal-
ified” Ervebo — an important
regulatory procedure that will allow the
drug to be quickly deployed in future
Ebola outbreaks. —AFP 

Foreign forces 
in Sahel struggle 
with public support
BAMAKO: If military operations depend on winning hearts and
minds, the thousands of foreign troops deployed to the Sahel to
combat jihadism seem to be on losing ground. At first welcomed,
these troops find themselves today in the crosshairs as a growing
number of locals in this fragile region accuse them of failure or
covert exploitation.

“We don’t see the justification for these bases, we don’t see
the results on the ground,” said Maikoul Zodi, a prominent figure
in Niger civil society. “How can 20,000 foreign soldiers be unable
to defeat 3,000 terrorists?” asked Ibrahima Kebe, host of a
weekly show broadcast by a small Malian anti-establishment sta-
tion, Patriot Radio. France has some 4,500 soldiers in the Sahel,
the UN has 13,000 peacekeepers in Mali, and the G5 Sahel al-
liance — Burkina Faso, Chad, Mali, Mauritania and Niger — is
mustering a joint deployment of 5,000 troops.

“The French people must understand that their leaders’ poli-
cies are sowing misery in our countries and prompting our people
to emigrate there,” Kebe said in a broadcast in mid-October. He
branded the region’s leaders as “national lackeys under the orders
of Paris,” and charged: “In the name of the French people, the
multinationals are pillaging our resources.” Gabin Korbeogo from
the Organization of Democratic Youth of Burkina Faso (ODJ) al-
leged “the only goal (of the French forces) is to protect their
strategic interests and consolidate their dominant position in the
Sahel region. —AFP 


