
By B Izzak

KUWAIT: HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah yesterday submitted his resignation to HH the
Amir two days after MPs filed no-confidence motions against two
ministers and amid alleged infighting within the Cabinet. HH the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah accepted the
resignation of the government and ordered the Cabinet to serve
as a caretaker one until a new government is formed.

The Amir will now rename the same premier or appoint a new
one to form the next Cabinet amid signs of strains in Assembly-gov-
ernment ties. Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem, who met HH
the Amir yesterday, said dissolving the National Assembly is not
seen as likely at present and accused the “government team” of not
working in tandem. MP Saleh Ashour clearly said that there are “dif-
ferences” within the Cabinet members that led to the resignation.

The outgoing Cabinet is one of the longest serving in Kuwait,

which has been witnessing political disputes between the Cabinet
and lawmakers since 2006 that repeatedly led to dissolving the
Assembly and Cabinet resignations. Former finance minister Nayef
Al-Hajraf resigned just before the start of the new Assembly term
last month and his resignation was accepted. He quit to avoid fac-
ing yet another grilling over interest rates being charged by the
pension agency from retired Kuwaitis.

MPs on Tuesday grilled Minister of Public Works Jenan
Bushehri and Interior Minister Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah
over alleged financial and administrative violations. Both grillings
ended with MPs filing no-confidence motions against the two min-
isters. Bushehri announced her resignation as soon as she finished
refuting charges against her and accused companies and contrac-
tors of using MPs to topple her. The interior minister’s request to
have his grilling debate behind closed doors was rejected and he
faced the questioning in public.

MPs blamed disputes among Cabinet ministers for the dramatic

turn of events that eventually led to the resignation of the Cabinet.
Opposition MP Abdulwahab Al-Babtain welcomed the resignation
and called for a comprehensive national reconciliation, early polls
and the appointment of a new prime minister who should pave a
new path. The lawmaker warned that the return of the same prime
minister will result a grilling.

Opposition MP Shuaib Al-Muwaizri called for not returning
Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-Saleh in the new Cab-
inet, insisting there is no use in the resignation of the government
if the new Cabinet does not change course in running the country
and in dealing with people. MP Mohammad Al-Dallal said the res-
ignation was timely and insisted that the next Cabinet must attract
people with vast experience in politics and administration. MP Ab-
dullah Al-Kandari said the new Cabinet must be capable of achiev-
ing the aspirations of Kuwaitis, tackle corruption and stay away
from infighting. This is the seventh government under Sheikh Jaber
that resigned since he was first given the job in late 2011.
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News in brief

Accounting irregularities 

KUWAIT: First Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Defense Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah has issued orders to refer “all
irregularities regarding accounts of the army
fund (budget) and relevant accounts to the public
prosecutor.” The ministry said in a statement
yesterday that the minister had taken this deci-
sion after a probe panel that had been formed
upon a decision by him “concluded that there had
been some parties involved in these offenses that
warranted referral to the public prosecutor”.
Sheikh Nasser’s decision has been taken for sake
of boosting transparency, adopting neutrality
with respect of legal proceedings and in line with
keenness on protecting public funds. — KUNA 

Nasser Al-Sayer passes away

KUWAIT: Leading Kuwaiti businessman
Nasser Mohammed Nasser Al-Sayer died at the
age of 90 yesterday. He was buried yesterday
afternoon at the Sulaibikhat cemetery. Sayer was
the founder and chairman of Al-Sayer Group of
Companies, which holds the exclusive agency for
Toyota and Lexus vehicles in Kuwait. Sayer is a
former member of parliament and served on the
boards of many major corporations in Kuwait. 

Fugitive escapes

KUWAIT: Police are looking for a Kuwaiti
prisoner who escaped while being treated at
Farwaniya Hospital, as he took advantage of
not being handcuffed and fled. Three police-
men from the general department of reform in-
stitutes and sentences implementation were
detained for negligence in attending to a pris-
oner, and are being questioned for removing
the cuffs from the fugitive. The prisoner was
sentenced to 15 years in jail. A police source
said the hospital’s surveillance cameras are
being reviewed to find out whether the fugitive
had accomplices. — Hanan Al-Saadoun 

Govt quits amid ‘infighting’ 
rumors, disputes with MPs

KUWAIT: Kuwait Diabetes Society and Novo Nordisk officials are seen during the press conference
yesterday. 

Amir accepts resignation • Assembly dissolution unlikely 

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Endocrinologist and diabetician at
Mubarak Hospital and Chairman of the Kuwait Di-
abetes Society Dr Waleed Al-Dhahi said Kuwait is
among the countries with a high percentage of di-
abetics. He added the percentage of cases is up to
15 percent of the population or 425,000 diabetics,
with around 200,000 more who haven’t been di-
agnosed yet.

Dhahi was speaking during a press conference
as Kuwait Diabetes Society marked World Dia-
betes Day in cooperation with Novo Nordisk.
Dhahi said many look at diabetes as a “friend”, but
this is a false idea because diabetes is an aggressive
enemy that must be fought. He said the state must
fight it before individuals do so. It must have a
major role in confronting it and should have general
programs to support diabetics during various
stages of the disease. This should be through
spending on major awareness campaigns to edu-
cate and warn people about the disease.

Dhahi said the Arab world has 39 million dia-
betics, and this number will double within 15 to 20
years. He advised those who want to prevent dia-
betes to carry out periodical examinations, espe-
cially as those who have the risk of getting diabetes
are physically inactive and suffer from blood pres-
sure. Endocrinologist and KDS Secretary Dr

Khalid Al-Jinae said heredity plays a major role in
contracting diabetes, as well as obesity, which has
high rates in the country. He said prevention in-
cludes maintaining a healthy weight, physical ac-
tivity and early discovery.

Meanwhile, Novo Nordisk General Manager Dr
Akin Aksekili said the company has changed the
lives of diabetics since its establishment 95 years
ago and now supplies half of the insulin needs of
the world. “We are a company that touches peo-
ple’s lives, and this is why we are partnering with
KDS to help people and support KDS efforts. We
are also screening people, like at The Avenues,
where we screened 1,350 people for diabetes, and
will continue to do this,” he told Kuwait Times. He
added a walkathon will also be held.

Responding to a question on how to help peo-
ple who cannot afford treatment, he said Novo
Nordisk is in contact with the Kuwaiti government
on discounts for medicine given to the government
to reflect positively on patients, “because we can-
not go directly to the patients”. “We would also like
to train diabetics through KDS,” he added.

“We are taking a different approach with oral
insulin. It is a pill that the patient ingests, which will
release insulin through the stomach instead of using
needles,” said Aksekili. He said research is still
going on with stem cells, promising “good news”
on the company’s 100th anniversary in 2023.   

15% of Kuwait’s population
suffers from diabetesCourt commutes 

death sentence 
By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: The court of cassation yes-
terday sentenced a bedoon, who had
been earlier sentenced to death for stab-
bing his father to death in Rehab, to life
imprisonment. The court argued that the
murder was not premeditated as the sus-
pect was only trying to stop his father
from harshly beating his sister and
mother. His father then stabbed his son,
which made him snatch the knife and stab
him in the neck. The court added that the
suspect, his sister and mother had in-
juries resulting from the father’s assault.

Co-op pharmacies get reprieve
Presided by Ministry of Commerce

and Industry Undersecretary Mustafa
Redha, the license violations committee
met yesterday to study the issue of clos-
ing pharmacies in various co-ops. The
committee recommended that all phar-
macies will continue operating with tem-
porary six-month licenses until a final
sentence is passed in a case filed to con-
test and repeal law number 28/1996. The
recommendations were endorsed by
Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel Al-
Sabah, who stressed the need to respect
laws and enforce them. 

CMA fines company
The Capital Market Authority’s disci-

plinary council met yesterday and de-
cided to fine a real estate company KD
10,000 for violating disclosure and trans-
parency regulations stipulated in law
number 7/2010 and its amendments. No-
tably, the company had failed to disclose
its financial data within the legal grace pe-
riod ending on June 30, 2019 and only did
so on Aug 8, 2019. 


