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Lakers slip past Phoenix Suns 
Young’s 42 points carry Hawks past Nuggets

PHOENIX: Dwight Howard #39 of the Los Angeles Lakers slam dunks the ball over Frank Kaminsky #8 of the Phoenix Suns during the first half of the NBA game at Talking Stick Resort Arena in Phoenix, Arizona. — AFP

PHOENIX: Kyle Kuzma had 23 points off the bench and hit
a pair of key 3-pointers down the stretch, and the Los
Angeles Lakers pulled away from the host Phoenix Suns
for a 123-115 victory on Tuesday. Anthony Davis had 24
points and 12 rebounds for Los Angeles, and LeBron James
added 19 points and 11 assists. James made a 3-pointer and
Kuzma sank two treys in a row in a 90-second stretch as
the Lakers closed on a 12-2 run to win for the eighth time
in nine games. The Suns, who have lost two of three, did
not have a field goal in the final 3:28. Lakers guard Rajon
Rondo had five points and seven assists in 14 minutes in his
return after missing the first nine games of the season due
to a right calf strain. For Phoenix, Ricky Rubio and 21
points and 10 assists, Devin Booker 21 points and Aron
Baynes 20 points.

76ERS 98, CAVALIERS 97
Joel Embiid had 27 points and 16 rebounds for his fifth

double-double of the season to lead host Philadelphia.
Embiid’s dunk with 13.2 seconds left turned out to be the
winning basket in a game that Cleveland led by five with
five minutes left. The late hoop, following an empty pos-
session from each team, put Philadelphia up by one. On
Cleveland’s final possession, Kevin Love missed a 3-point
attempt. The ball bounced around with players diving all
over the floor for the rebound, and the clock eventually ran
out. Love and Jordan Clarkson each scored 20 points for
the Cavaliers.

PACERS 111, THUNDER 85
T.J. Warren scored 23 points and Indiana used a domi-

nant third quarter to cruise a victory over Oklahoma City
in Indianapolis, the Pacers’ seventh win in eight games.
Malcolm Brogdon added 20 points and former Thunder

forward Domantas Sabonis notched his fifth straight dou-
ble-double with 18 points and 16 rebounds for the Pacers,
who outscored Oklahoma City 34-20 in the third quarter.
Danilo Gallinari scored 14 points and Shai Gilgeous-
Alexander added 11 for Oklahoma City, which shot 1-for-
18 from 3-point range over the first three quarters. The
Thunder finished 6 of 25 from beyond the arc en route to
losing their second straight and dropping three of their last
four games.

HEAT 117, PISTONS 108
Jimmy Butler had a season-high 13 assists to go with 20

points as short-handed Miami defeated road-weary
Detroit. Heat center Bam Adebayo also had a double-dou-
ble — 18 points and a season-high 14 rebounds. Heat
guard Kendrick Nunn also played well with 20 points as
Miami used a 17-0 second-quarter run to improve to 4-0
at home this season. Detroit, 1-5 on the road, was led by
Luke Kennard, who had a game-high 22 points, all in the
second half. He missed all seven of his first-half shots and
shot 8-of-11 after the break.

BULLS 120, KNICKS 102
Rookie Coby White set a Chicago franchise record with

seven 3-pointers in a quarter, and the Bulls pulled away for
the win over visiting New York. White made his first six 3-
pointers during a 22-0 run by the Bulls in the fourth quar-
ter. He made history in front of his college coach, North
Carolina’s Roy Williams, who visited Chicago to see his
former point guard in action. A sellout crowd gave White a
standing ovation as he left with 1:31 to play. He finished
with 27 points and made 7 of 11 attempts from beyond the
arc. Zach LaVine added 25 points for Chicago. Marcus
Morris paced New York with 22 points and nine rebounds.

JAZZ 119, NETS 114
Rudy Gobert converted the tiebreaking dunk with 55.6

seconds remaining as Utah overcame a 15-point deficit
and pulled out a victory over Brooklyn to improve to 6-0
in Salt Lake City. Donovan Mitchell led all scorers with 30
points, and Gobert contributed 18 points and 15 rebounds
for the Jazz. Utah guard Mike Conley also had 18 points.
Kyrie Irving led the Nets with 27 points but shot 10 of 30
from the field. Reserve Spencer Dinwiddie added 21 while
DeAndre Jordan collected 15 points and 17 rebounds.

HAWKS 125, NUGGETS 121
Trae Young scored a season-high 42 points and had 11

assists, Jabari Parker had 20 points and nine rebounds, and
visiting Atlanta beat Denver. The Hawks’ Alex Len scored
17 and Kevin Huerter had 11 points before leaving with a
left shoulder injury early in the second half. Will Barton
had 21 points, Nikola Jokic scored 20, Paul Millsap had 19
and Jamal Murray finished with 18 for Denver. Monte
Morris added 14 off the bench.

KINGS 107, TRAIL BLAZERS 99
Bogdan Bogdanovic recorded season highs of 25

points, 10 assists and four steals to lead Sacramento over
visiting Portland. Buddy Hield added 20 points and
Nemanja Bjelica contributed season bests of 19 points and
12 rebounds as the Kings won for the fourth time in the
past five games. Harrison Barnes scored all 16 of his points
in the second half, and Richaun Holmes added 11 points
and 10 rebounds. Damian Lillard scored 27 points and CJ
McCollum added 24 for the Trail Blazers, who fell for the
fifth time in their past six games. Hassan Whiteside had 17
points, and Kent Bazemore scored 12. — Reuters

LONDON: Australian striker Sam Kerr will test her-
self at the top level of European football after
impressing in her homeland and the United States as
she joined Chelsea yesterday. The 26-year-old
Matildas captain — who scored five times in this
year’s World Cup as the Australians reached the last
16 — signed a two-and-a-half-year contract with the
Women’s Super League club.

Kerr, who has been a mainstay at Perth Glory since
2014 while also playing for Chicago Red Stars in the
United States, will be available for selection from
January. According to a report in the Sydney Morning
Herald last week it is believed Kerr — who also
attracted interest from  Lyon, Bayern Munich and
Real Madrid — will earn worth more than £467,000
($600,000) a year, not including potential bonuses.

However, Kerr — the all-time leading scorer in the
Australian and American leagues — said she felt
Chelsea were a team that had laid a solid base for
winning silverware. “The WSL is the best league in
Europe,” she said.

“I want team success and I don’t want it to come
easy. “I feel Chelsea have been building something
special over the years and I want to be a part of that
— I want to lift some trophies.” Chelsea manager
Emma Hayes said Kerr’s decision showed that they
were a marquee club. 

“The fact she chose Chelsea when she could have
gone to any club in the world is a testament to the
players and the staff here,” said Hayes. “Sam has
proved time and time again in the NWSL (National
Women’s Soccer League in the USA) that she is a
prolific goalscorer.

“She’s won the golden boot many times and she’s a
player that can make things happen, but she’s also a
fantastic team player. “She saw this as the best place
for her to grow and take the next step in her career.
That’s a wonderful compliment to us all.”

Kerr, who has twice been shortlisted for FIFA
Player of the Year and is one of the sport’s biggest
names, made her debut for Perth Glory at 15 and
spent four years at the club before moving to Sydney
FC. She returned in 2014 for a second stint. Known
for her pace, agility and heading ability, as well as her
trademark backflip goal celebrations, she has also
played in the United States since 2013, first at
Western New York Flash, then Sky Blue FC in New
Jersey and Chicago.— AFP

Chelsea win battle 
to sign icon Kerr

LONDON: Dominic Thiem produced a scin-
tillating display of attacking tennis to beat
Novak Djokovic and qualify for the last four
at the ATP Finals on Tuesday, leaving the
Serbian facing a shootout against Roger
Federer. In the standout match so far at
London’s O2 Arena, the Austrian fifth seed
took the fight to the world number two,
recovering from losing the first set to triumph
6-7 (5/7), 6-3, 7-6 (7/5)

Earlier, Federer put himself back in the mix
at the end-of-season event with a 7-6 (7/2),

6-3 win against Italian debutant Matteo
Berrettini in their round-robin clash. Federer
and Djokovic will face off today in a repeat of
this year’s Wimbledon final to determine who
else will progress from Group Bjorn Borg.

Thiem was forced to play high-stakes ten-
nis against the 16-time Grand Slam winner,
taking the breath away with some of his
inside-out forehands and single-handed
backhands Forced to play at his limit, he hit
50 winners compared with Djokovic’s tally of
27 but also racked up 44 unforced errors.

“This was really one of these special
matches, what I’ve practised all my life for, all
my childhood for,” Thiem said.  “Really epic
one in an amazing atmosphere, beating a leg-
end of our game. And also I’ve qualified for
the semi-finals, which is the best.

“Coming back from 1-4 (down in the

deciding tie-break) was a little bit of luck, but
it was an unbelievable match and one I’ll nev-
er forget. Novak is the best player in the
world and I had to do something special.”

In a captivating first set the players
swapped a break apiece but Djokovic, a five-
time ATP Finals champion, edged the tie-
break. Undaunted, Thiem broke his opponent
at the first opportunity in the second set and,
with Djokovic’s error count climbing, went on
to level the match. Thiem also drew first blood
in the decider but cracked in the sixth game
as Djokovic levelled the match and appeared
to have engineered a switch in momentum.
The Austrian successfully challenged at 30-
30 in the 10th game after his forehand was
ruled out, preventing a match point for
Djokovic and he toughed it out to level at 5-5.

He then broke Djokovic to love to earn a

chance to serve for the match but stumbled
and the decider went to a tie-break. Still the
drama was not finished. Thiem slipped to 4-1
down but battled back to win it on his second
match point when Djokovic dumped a fore-
hand into the net.

Third seed Federer had put himself under
the cosh by losing his opening round-robin
match to Thiem. The six-time champion was
not at his fluent best on Tuesday but ultimate-
ly had too much for his Italian opponent.

The Swiss upped his game to take the
first set tie-break comfortably and broke
immediately at the start of the second set to
leave the big-serving Berrettini with too
much to do. Federer was asked after his win
against Berrettini whether his defeat to
Djokovic at Wimbledon had left emotional or
mental scars.—AFP
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