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Herrmann double keeps Gladbach 
four points clear in Bundesliga

BERLIN: Borussia Moenchengladbach maintained their
four-point lead at the top of the Bundesliga on Sunday
as Patrick Herrmann scored twice in an emphatic 3-1
home win over Werder Bremen.

RB Leipzig, who won at Hertha Berlin, and defending
champions Bayern Munich, who routed Dortmund 4-0
at the Allianz Arena, had both trimmed Gladbach’s lead
to just a point with their victories on Saturday.

Gladbach finished with 10 men after goalscorer
Ramy Bensebaini was sent off late on for a second yel-
low card before Bremen midfielder Leonardo
Bittencourt netted a late goal deep into added time.

It was a weekend to remember for Herrmann, whose
wife gave birth to their first child on Friday. “Before the
match, I hadn’t noticed that the birth had given me a big
boost,” said Herrmann. “I’m going to pick them up from
the hospital afterwards.”

Hosts Gladbach took the lead with two goals inside
107 seconds.

Midfielder Laszlo Benes whipped in a free-kick and
left-back Bensebaini out-jumped the Bremen defence
to power home his header on 20 minutes.

The second followed almost immediately from a
counter-attack, when French striker Marcus Thuram
drew Bremen goalkeeper Jiri Pavlenka to present
Herrmann with a simple tap-in.

Yuya Osako looked to have halved the lead with 28
minutes gone when Bremen’s Japan forward hit the net,
the goal was disallowed by VAR for a foul in the build-
up. At the start of the second half, home captain Yann
Sommer saved a penalty attempt by Bremen skipper
Davy Klaassen on 54 minutes.

Herrmann made it 3-0 by firing home on the hour
mark. With time almost up, Bensebaini picked up a sec-

ond yellow card for fouling Bittencourt, having also
been booked while giving away the penalty Klaassen
failed to convert.

Gladbach will have been top for a month by the time
they play their next game at newly-promoted Union
Berlin in two weeks’ time.

FREIBURG GO FOURTH 
Later on Sunday, Freiburg went fourth — level on

points with Leipzig and Bayern - after a 1-0 home win
over nine-man Eintracht Frankfurt, with three red cards
dished out at the Schwarzwald Stadion.

Freiburg striker Nils Petersen scored the hosts’ win-
ner 13 minutes from time, but Frankfurt played the sec-
ond half with 10 men after defender Gelson Fernandes
was shown a second yellow card just before half-time.

There were ugly scenes at the end of a tense match
as Frankfurt captain David Abraham was shown a
straight red for barging into and knocking over
Freiburg coach Christian Streich on the sidelines.

Freiburg winger Vincenzo Grifo, who had been sub-
stituted on 57 minutes, also saw a red card on the
bench for grabbing Abraham by the throat in the ensu-
ing melee.

Earlier, mid-table Bayer Leverkusen backed up their
mid-week Champions League win over Atletico Madrid
with a 2-0 victory at Wolfsburg with goals by Karim
Bellarabi and substitute Paulinho.

Having been second in the table in mid-October,
Wolfsburg are now 10th after four straight defeats in all
competitions. Bellarabi put Leverkusen ahead on 25
minutes by powering into the area and firing home,
before Brazilian midfielder Paulinho came on to add a
second goal six minutes into added time. — AFP

MOENCHENGLADBACH: Moenchengladbach’s German forward Lars Stindl and Bremen’s Czech goalkeeper Jiri
Pavlenka (R) vie for the ball during the German first division Bundesliga football match Borussia
Moenchengladbach v Werder Bremen in Moenchengladbach, western Germany.— AFP

Freiburg go fourth, level on points with Leipzig and Bayern 

MILAN: Paulo Dybala struck the decisive goal in
Juventus’ 1-0 win over AC Milan on Sunday after
replacing Cristiano Ronaldo as Juventus stayed top
of Serie A, while Lazio and Cagliari moved into the
Champions League places.

Argentine forward Dybala hit the winner in the
77th minute in the Allianz Stadium having taken the
place of Ronaldo 20 minutes earlier. Defending
champions Juventus maintain their one-point lead
over Antonio Conte’s Inter Milan who had taken pole
position after their 2-1 win over Verona on Saturday.

AC Milan’s seventh defeat in 12 games saw
Stefano Pioli’s side drop to 14th position, just four
points above the relegation zone. However Milan had
threatened as the former European giants chased
their first win against Juventus in Turin in eight years.

Wojciech Szczesny was kept busy in the Juventus
goal, denying fellow Pole Krzysztof Piatek, Lucas
Paqueta and Hakan Calhanoglu. Blaise Matuidi
missed Juventus’s best chance before Dybala’s win-
ner when his powerful curling effort flew wide just
after the break.

Five-time Ballon d’Or winner Ronaldo, who had
also been taken off during the midweek Champions
League win over Lokomotiv Moscow, reportedly left
the stadium before the end of the game after being
substituted on 55 minutes.

Douglas Costa also came on for Federico
Bernardeschi after an hour, with the two substitutions
changing the game for the champions. Gonzalo
Higuain fed Dybala, who easily shook off Alessio
Romagnoli to beat Donnarumma and claim his third
league goal this season.

“Cristiano should be thanked because he made
himself available despite not being in optimal condi-
tions,” said Juventus coach Maurizio Sarri. “In the last
month he has had this discomfort in his knee and this
a little problem for him.

“It’s only natural a player is going to be irritated to
leave the pitch, especially when he worked so hard to
be there.” Behind the leaders, Lazio and Cagliari
moved into the top four after goal-packed wins.
Lazio saw off newly-promoted Lecce 4-2, while sur-
prise package Cagliari continued their superb form
with a 5-2 rout of Fiorentina.

The two teams are level on 24 points, eight behind
Juventus with Lazio ahead of the Sardinians on goal
difference. Lazio’s Argentine forward Joaquin Correa
hit a brace either side of Sergej Milinkovic-Savic’s
strike, with Serie A top-scorer Ciro Immobile slotting
in a penalty at the Stadio Olimpico.

Cagliari, who battled relegation last season, have
been in superb form since Radja Nainggolan
returned to the Sardinian outfit after five years away,
including a difficult season at Inter Milan last term.
The Belgian contributed three assists and capped a
stellar performance with the fifth goal of the game on
65 minutes.

Fiorentina are struggling without Franck Ribery
who is serving a three-match ban for pushing an offi-
cial. Nainggolan set up Mark Rog for the opener on
17 minutes, with Fabio Pisacane nodding in the sec-
ond less than ten minutes later.

The 31-year-old was involved again in Giovanni
Simeone’s third goal against the Argentinian for-
ward’s parent club, as well as Joao Pedro’s effort 10
minutes after the break, before blasting in his second
goal of the campaign from distance.

He was given a standing ovation when substituted
in the 78th minute. “We are doing something extraor-
dinary,” said Nainggolan whose side are unbeaten in
10 games, which include seven victories and three
draws.—AFP

Dybala keeps Juve
at Serie A summit, 
Lazio, Cagliari 
into top four

MILAN: Cristiano Ronaldo’s fitness and attitude has
come under the spotlight after he reacted angrily to
being substituted during Juventus’ win over AC Milan
and coach Maurizio Sarri said the 34-year-old had
been nursing a knee injury for some time.

Ronaldo now faces two matches with Portugal where
he will want to help the European champions guarantee
their place at Euro 2020 and close in on the 100-goal
milestone for his country. He currently has 95 goals and,
given his prolific record, it is not inconceivable that he

could reach 100 against Lithuania and Luxemburg — if
he can play. Ronaldo gave Sarri a dirty look and walked
straight down the tunnel after being substituted in the
55th minute on Sunday, prompting widespread criti-
cism led by former Real Madrid, Juventus and England
coach Fabio Capello.

“Ronaldo hasn’t dribbled past a player in three years
and I remember when he could leave them on the floor,”
Capello told Sky Sport Italia. “Sarri was right to take
him off. The fact that he did not go and sit on the bench
was not a good image.”

Sarri said the player had taken a knock on the knee
in training a month ago was still feeling the effects.
“When he trains with high intensity and plays matches,
he feels some pain. He can’t train too hard and has diffi-
culty when he kicks the ball.”

Sarri added that Ronaldo was also suffering prob-
lems with his thigh and calf, raising questions as to
whether the striker was taking unnecessary risks by

playing on rather than taking some time out to regain
full fitness.

Ronaldo’s career has been remarkably injury-free
and his longest layoff was in 2008 when a fractured
knee cap sidelined him for 94 days, during which he
missed 11 games. An ankle injury cost him nine games in
2009 and he suffered another knee injury during the
Euro 2016 final for Portugal against France.

He was also troubled by tendinosis around his left
knee in the run-up to the 2014 World Cup. He played in
all of Portugal’s games but later admitted that he had
taken a risk by playing through it.

According to the specialist website Transfermarkt,
he has only missed 53 games in his entire career due to
injury. Sarri described Ronaldo’s angry reaction to
being substituted as normal for a top player, but he will
probably be more than happy to let Portugal coach
Fernando Santos deal with the problem for the next
week. — Reuters

Ronaldo’s fitness 
and attitude both 
under the spotlight

MARSEILLE: Lyon’s French forward Mathis Rayan Cherki (C) fights for the ball with Marseille’s Tunisian mid-
fielder Saif-Eddine Khaoui (L) during the French L1 football match between Olympique de Marseille (OM) and
Olympique Lyonnais (OL) at the Orange Velodrome stadium in Marseille, southeastern France. — AFP

LONDON: Granit Xhaka may have been stripped of
the Arsenal captaincy due to his public run-in with the
club’s fans but he says he will be staying and fighting
for his place in the team. The volatile 27-year-old
Swiss international midfielder has not played since he
mouthed an obscenity at a section of Gunners fans
jeering him when he was substituted in the Premier
League match with Crystal Palace a fortnight ago.

However, despite manager Unai Emery deciding he
could not carry on as skipper — a role he was given
after a secret ballot of the players — he told Swiss
newspaper Blick he would not be leaving. Xhaka has
had a fractious relationship with Arsenal supporters
since his arrival from Bundesliga outfit Borussia
Moenchengladbach in 2016, costing the Premier
League side a fee reported to be £38 million ($49 mil-
lion). “You can be sure that I’ll keep fighting and put-
ting myself out there in every training session,” Xhaka
said. “I feel last week has been dealt with and I’m
ready. “My time at Arsenal has been very positive for a
long time.

“After a difficult start, I played a lot and overall I’ve
had a great time at Arsenal. “My family and I also feel
very well in the city of London.” Xhaka, who has been
linked with a  move to struggling Newcastle in the
January transfer window, said the boos and jeers has
not altered his views of the city or the club.

“I’ll continue to stay positive,” he said. “(To) give my
all to an even greater extent and prove that I am an
important part of this great team.” The 2-0 defeat by
Leicester on Saturday left Arsenal with just one win in
six Premier League games and eight points adrift of
fourth-placed Manchester City.

Xhaka and many of his teammates are now on a
fortnight international break. Their next league game
will be against second-from-bottom Southampton on
November 23. 

Xhaka does concede the abuse hurt — he claimed
his emotions were running high because his daughter
had received online abuse — but said it was counter-
productive for the whole team’s morale.

“Insulting and swearing at your own captain will
cause upset and a bad atmosphere for the team you
are actually supposed to be supporting. “That makes
no sense to me and weakens the team’s spirit.”

He does not spare the online abusers either.
“What has changed through social media are phe-
nomena such as ‘sxxx storms’ that can over-run you
from one minute to the next,” he said. “Also new is
the cloak of anonymity you can use to attack players
without fear of consequences. “What happened here
is abnormal and excessive and there can be no justi-
fication for it.”— AFP

Xhaka says he is 
ready to battle 
for Arsenal place

MARSEILLE: Two first-half goals from Dimitri Payet
gave Olympique de Marseille a stormy 2-1 win over bit-
ter rivals Olympique Lyonnais, who complained that
their team bus was pelted with missiles on the way to
the Stade Velodrome on Sunday.

The match, which saw Marseille go second in Ligue
1, was also interrupted for five minutes when a laser
was shone at Lyon goalkeeper Anthony Lopes and
again in the second half because of smoke caused by
pyrotechnics.

Photographs showed windows on one side of the
Lyon bus had been smashed and club president Jean-
Michel Aulas at one point threatened to pull his team
out of the match. “We were victims of an ambush,” he

told reporters. “If it continues like this, we will not
play.” French media said that Lyon insisted on using
their highly customised and distinctive team bus
despite being advised to use a more discreet vehicle.
The match went ahead and there was more chaos after
Marseille were awarded a penalty.

First, Marseille forward Dario Benedetto appeared
to push another player, leading to a VAR review over a
possible red card, and then a laser beam was shone
towards Lopes. Payet finally converted in the 18th
minute, five minutes after the spot kick was awarded, as
Marseille became the first team to score 4,000 goals in
Ligue 1. The Reunion Island-born player struck again in
the 39th minute after he won a tackle in midfield, found
Lopez, collected the return and drilled his shot past
Lopes. The game was stopped for smoke early in the
second half and it was still clearing when Moussa
Dembele headed in Bertrand Traore’s pass to reduce
the arrears.

Marseille had Alvaro Gonzalez sent off five minutes
later for a denying Dembele a clear scoring chance but
the hosts held on to leave them with 22 points, eight
behind leaders Paris St Germain. — Reuters

Lyon sunk by Payet 
brace after team 
bus attacked


